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ABSTRACT
Distorted Images:
Attitudes Towards the Micmac in Nova Scotia, 1788-1800
J. Sharon Ingalls
Saptember, 1992

This paper, through an examination of Nova Scotian
literature, analyses changing attitudes towsrds the Micmac
in Nova Scotia from 1788 to 1900. The roots of stereotypes
held by non-natives are explored as well as the influence of
stereotypes on interaction between the two groups and on

public policy.

Nova Scotian literature of the periocd reveals two
contradictory imsgas of the native people, one based on the
concept of the Noble Savage, the other rooted in tales of
bestial wild men who lived outside the bounds of civil
socciety. These images, the Noble Savage and the Demonic
Savage, both with the shared quality of "savageness”, shaped
the attitudes of Nova Scotians towards the Micmac. Regarded
as "savages”, the Micmac were the “other” against which

"civilized” Nova Scotians defined themselves.

buring the first period discussed, 1788 to 1850, the
intellectual framework which justified a discriminatory
social hierarchy was based on thsories of historical, social

and moral development. During this time the image of the
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Noble Savage influenced imaginative writers and the work of
liberal humanitarians. The Demonic Savage alsc appeared as
a literary convention, but more importantly it influenced
negative attitudes towards the Micmac., The image of ths
Dagraded Savage also emerged at this time in response to the
perceivaed degeneration of the native peopls.

From 1851 to 1900, the second period examined, rapid social,
economic and political change left Nova Scotians, as part of
a wider society, feeling more uncertsain about their place in
the world. As their hierarchical society crumbled a new
justification for discrimination was provided by emerging
sciences, including archaeclogy, philology, comparativs
anatony, snthropology snd sociology. Scientific speculation
contributed to the development of ancther image, the
Vanishing Indian. The wide spread belief that the Indians

would scon disappear strengthened assimilative efforts.

ii
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Introduction

This thasis is an {nvestigation of Nova Scotians’
balief system as it related to their attitudes toward the
Micmac.' Also to be digcussed is the extent to which
attitudes influenced policies and interscticn between the
two peoples. The periocd to be covered is from 1788, when
Loyalist immigrants first expressed their vision of the
ideal society they hoped to create in their new homeland,’
t0 the end of the ninateenth century when antrenched racial
beliefs began to come under attack. Tha writings of Nova
Scotians oand s few Naw Brunswickers will be examinad, along
with materisl written by ocutsiders but published in local
journals.’ To illustrate the intellectual framework of the
time, some influential books read by Nova Scotians will also

be considered.' I have made no attempt to be compreshensive,

' 1 have used the term, Nova Scotian, to refer to Nova
Scotians o©f European ancestry. This limited meaning is
convenient for my purpose, but it does not imply that the
Micmac or other ethnic groups were not Nova Scotians.

! For a discussion of Loyalist literature see Gwendolyn
Davies, "Consclation to Distress: Loyalist Literary Activity
in the Maritimes”, Acadiensig 16(2), 1987, pp. 51-68.

! Included ars Nova Scotis Magazing (Halifax, 1789-92),
The Bee (Pictou, 1835-38), Colopisl Patriot (Pictou, 1827-
34) and The Peor] (Halifax, 1837-40). These journals include
sslected matarisl taken from British and American publications
as well as some original writing.

‘ These were deduced from the general fame of the writer,

refarences made by Nova Scotians, and from ths following
catalogues: “Catslogue of books in the library at King's
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but have gelected msterial which, I believe, raflects
representative attitudes and beliefs.’ My net has been cast
widely to include scientific writing, legislative reports,
pceatry, novels for children and adults, literary sketches,

and historical accounts.

A closs examination of this material wi{ll reveal, not
only Nova Scotians' changing attitudes towards the Micmac,
but also the rationale behind the many misguided attempts to
help native psopla. wWhy, for instance, did Eurcpean
sattlers attempt to turn the native psople into farmers and
isolate them on resarves? Racism and dire necessity, dus to
the sbsence of game, sre often given as explanations,' but
the cause is much more complex, including as it does,

centuries old concepts peculiar to Western European culture,

The insights gained through this limited study may be
applicable to other regions of Canada. To be sure,
intellectual studies of this kind will reveal little about

the indigenocus people and their way of life. However, by

College in the Univarsity of Windsor, 1803", MSS, University

of King's College Archives; Catalogue of the librarv of King's
College, Halifax, N.S., 1B93.

' It is self evident that the uss of literary materisl
limits tha analysis of attitudes to the segments of socCiety
which were literats. This does not imply that widely held
beliefs and attitudes were not also present among those who
did not express their visws in writing.

* For exaupla 8¢9 James S. Frideres, Native People in
: . {Bturborough, Ont.: Prentice-~

T
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tllustrating ths large gap between stersctypes and xeslity
and by examining the rationsle behind the sterectypes, we
should come to a grester understanding of tha relationship
betwssn the two paoples. This study will alsoc help us to
underatand changing and sometimes contradictory attitudes
axprassed by our forebears. By placing literaturs within
the contaxt of its time, we shall sae that the attitudes
expressed reflect the belief structure of tha period; they
ares not the result of a particular writer being "ahead of

his tima” nor are they due to his or her level of maturity.’

My thesis is divided into two parts; each saction
broadly defines a particular time pericd and its distinctive
world view. Part 1 begins st the end of the sighteenth
century and covers the first half of the following century.
During this period, theories of racisl suparicrity were
based on moral and rsligious values and on theories of
historical developmant. New concepts of racisl supsriority,
based on scientific "evidence” appeared in mid-century and
provide a starting point for Part II. Each of ths two
ssctions includes an introductory chapter cutlining the
intellectusl foundations of the period's belisf system as it
pertained to native pecpls, followed by chapters discussing

' For exampls, Alvin ¥, Morrison attributes Longfellow's
positive depiction of native pecples in his latsr posms to
attitudinal maturity. “The Wabanaki in Ninateenth-Century
Aaerican Litareturc Some Eaanplcl of How They Fared” in
P _ Q4 erency, ed. William Cowan
(Ottawa' Carlcton Uﬂiv.rsity Prass 1981) p. 7.
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Nova Scotian literature.

Although an examination of Nova Scotian literature will
reveal a changing climate of opinion, two contradictory
images of the Indian form a persistent, common thread
through time and shifting perceptions. These two images,
that of ths Noble Savags and the Demonic Savage,' are deaply
rcotad in Western Europoan tradition, with their sources in
ancient myth and folklore, One way of comprehending these
contradictoxy imsges is to sse in them reflections of the
positive and the negative aspects of man's freedom. Both
the Noble Savage and the Demonic Savage were free to do what
they willed as thay were subject to no authority. The
formar enjoyed a life of ease, free cof care and
responsibility. He lived in the mythical Golden Age or in a
paradise whaere all his wants were supplied by 8 bountiful
nature. This fantasy of a life where labour was unnecesssry
and all lived in harmony was reitarated in countless myths
and legends, one of the best known being the tals of Adam
and Eve in thes Garden of Eden. As we shall see many
Europeans, and soms of their well-educated North American

descendants, identifisd native North Americans with this

' Sometimes Other terms are applied to these concepts,
8.g. Monkman uses "primitivc* for the ideslized Indian and
*savage” tcr ths violent lncay' of civilizntion. Leslie
Monkmzan, ! -1e g

;gnag;;n_j&;gxg;gzg (?crcnto* univ-rlity ot Torcnto Prns-
1981). Ths problem with thess definitions is that ths
idealized Indian shares many characteristics of savagism with
the "savage”.
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idesl natural man, the Noble Savage.

Tha other side cof the coin was the Demonic Savage, also
frae but living in terror of the unknown. Freedom in his
cass led to fear and chacs, for his was 8 vorld without
control, order or suthority. Buro-Amsricans fearsd the
sesthing passions which they felt total liberty would
unleash. Thay also feared, and parhaps secretly anvied,
those who they perceived had complets license to do what
they willed. In Europs, this fear came to be smbodied in
tales of wild man who lived in the depths of dark and
mysterious forests. Thess creatures were belisved to have
qualities of cunning snd cruelty like the animels with whom
they sharsd & home.’ As nawcomers to North America,
Europeans mistaskenly believed that native pecples livaed in
complete fresdom, As well, they obsarved the Indians at ease
in the immanss forests fearsd by tha new arrivals. It was
sasy tC endow these strange beings with gqualities of the
wild man, in particular his apparsntly violent and
irrational bahavicur. A starsotype developed which painted
tha native people ss cruel, revengsful and blood-thirasty, as

avil creatures who lacked all the virtues which civilization

i Sn Richard hrmimr Nild Men in the Middle Ages:

- { d Pemonology, {(Cambridge: Harvard
Uhxvnraity Prcns, 1952) for a discussion of this belief.
Bernheimer feels that the wild man tradition, in both its
positive and negative aspscts, has bean part of Western
culture since its baginnings as it satisfies a psychological
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bestowed. Thus, the wild man of European folklore and
legand svolved into ths cunning savage of the American
wildernsss.

foth of these images were part of the cultural baggage
which Nova Scotians brought to their new homeland. Notions
of the Noble Savags and the Demonic Savage provided a
concaptual framework which helped Europesns desl with native
peoples whose lives thay found incomprehensible. But, at the
sama time, their pre-concaptions ensured that thay would not
maks sincare attempts to understand the Indians,

Stersotypes substituted for genuine understanding.

Finally, & word about terminoclogy. I have used the
traditional terms, "man®, "menkind”, "Indian”, as they were
the terms used in the paricd under discussion. However, 1
have not limited myself to these terms., At times, words are
placad in parenthesis if the contemporary meaning of the
tarme neads to ba separated from those of ths past.

The word "ssvage” warrants a separate discussion,
especially since the way it was used in the past is
fraquently misunderstood., Both "savage” and tha French

shyvace derive from the Latin, silvaticus, meaning of ths
woods, wild and untamed.'” Canadian historians have often

9 oxford English Dictionary, 2nd. ed., 14, (Oxford:
Clarsdon Press, 1989), pp. 522-3.
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Reproduce

assumed that geuvoge has fewer negative connotations than
the English term.'’ while it is true that the idealized
indian, the Noble Savage, played a greater role in the
writings of the eighteenth century French philosophes than
in English literature,'’ "iavage” meant the same in both
languages. The confusion probably arises from the word's
many different connotations. For example, the Noble Savage
and the Demonic Savage express the two extremes of the
possible meaning of "savage." Such ussges reflect,
respectively, the writer's admiration of native virtues or
contempt for their vices. These interpretations aside,
another widespread meaning was separate from the strong
feelings asscciated with the images of Noble or Demonic
Savagas. As we shall see, "savage” was used to descCribe a
class of people as well as & stage of cultural and socisal
developmeat. In the late eighteenth and esarly nineteenth
centur ies, those who were designated “savage®” were a
distinctive component of an ordered, hierarchical society.
Later in the nineteenth century as the structure of scciety
tecame more fluid, "savages" remained at the bottom of the
social ladder by being placed in the lowest stage of
progressive development. It should be remambered that the

1 A recent example 15 J.R. Hillar, ﬁgz:g;gzggg_g;ﬁg_;ﬁg

(Toronto' University of ?oronto Press, 19895. P 28.

# Davtd Galloway, "The Voyagers in Literarv History of
: g Vol. II, ed, Carl F,
xlinck (Toronto. Univarsity of Toronto Press, 1965), p. 17,

d with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



use of “savage" as a class or developmental stage did not
always imply a bigoted point of view. It conjured up images
of rude, uncultivated people who had not yet acquirad the
arts of civilizetion, but it did not necessarily insinuate
that they were cruel, ferccious murderers, This negative
image was inhersnt in ths Demonic Savage, s stereotype which
gradually superceded competing images as the nineteenth

century wore on.
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Part I "Civilization” and the "Savage": 1788 - 1850
Chapter I.
"Without private property...men would remain savages for

sver. ™!

Nova Scotis settlers shared a common world view with
their British, American, and Buropean peers. Even though
the pericd from 1788 to 1850 was marked by revolutions,
vars, and great economic and social change, the mood of the
times tarded towards an optimistic belief that both man and
society were continually advancing., Western man boasted of
the new scientific and technical knowledge that he was
rapidly szccumulating, knowledge which was leading to an
increased mastery of nature, matarial prosperity, and global
domination.

Conseqguently, Euro-Americans saw themselves as the
baneficiaries of a lengthy historical process which had
producsed a superior, vital and ensergetic civilization. Of
this civilization, they were self-consciously proud.
Scholars searchad the past, seeking to identify the unique
traits which had led to EBuropsean success and dominance,
while at the same time, they assumed that the lack of thess
characteristics explained the backwardness of non-Western

' Lord Henry Home Kames, Sketches of the Historv of Manm,
{1778;: Hildesheim: Georg Olms Verlagsbuchhandlung, Anglistica
& Americana, Reprint, 1968) p. 123.
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peoples. During this period it was a common belief that
these superior traits could be imparted to lesser peoples,
thereby elsvating them close to Europesn standards. Not
evaryone believed that the blessings of civilization could
improve the lot of mankind, for a portion of the populstion
believed, with Aristotle, that some man were natural slaves.
This, however, was the minority view, the majority
optimistically believed that all humankind, no matter how

savage or barbaric, had some potential for improvement.

The characteristics which cams to be identified with
Westearn sccisty were identified as universal traits, for
Europeans saw their image reflected in the rest of the
world. As a result, they believed that their sccial and
moral values were all-encompassing and inherent in all of
mankind., These qualities wers explsined as natural laws
which, being derived from nature, were inviolate and innate.
Inavitably, ethnocentrically defined natural laws, based on
the values and beliefs of European capitalist socisties,
when applied to non-European societies led to
misundsrstanding.

It is important to understand how Westeners of the late
eighteanth and early ninsteen centuries defined
*civilization®™ and how they understood the natural laws on
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1l
which it rested.! A discussion of some of thesa concepts
will help us to understand Nova Scotians' attitudes toward
the “uncivilized" people in their midst, the Micmac. These
concepts and beliefs include particular assumptions shout
the significance of human nature, the state of nature,

propsrty, reason, progress, order, virtue, and racse.

1. Human nature and the State of Nature.

Eighteanth and early ninateanth century conceptions of
man and socisty were based on hypothetical and abstract
models, modsls which explained man's development and helped
him to comprehend a<d consequently improve his sccial,

political and economic life,

From the time they were first formulated, two
conflicting models of human naturs, articulated by Hobbes
and Roussesu, were extremely influential. Both views had
deep roots in the mythic past, for in their work we can
recognize the previously identified wild man and the ideal
natural man. Hobbes' concept of man and the state of nature
were in the same tradition as the wild man of the woods
tales while Rousseau was inspired by myths of the Golden

! In the late eighteenth century tha word was s0 new that
Samusl Johnscn was reluctant to include it in his dictionary.
Boswsll, mors in tune with the timss, argued for its inclusion
as it expressed the opposite of barbarity. Oxford English
Pictionary, 2nd. ed., (Oxford: Claredon Press, 1989), p. 257.
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12
Age. From these legendsry elements, Hobbes and Rousseau
speculatsd on the naturas of man and the origin of civil
sociaty.

As C.B. Macphesrson notes, Hobbes' theories, first
published in the middle of the seventsenth century, helped
shaps the intsllectual climate during the following two
hundred and fifty yesrs.’ According to Hobbes, humankind in
its original state was always in conflict as all men
competad with each other for power. Civilization in such a
state was impossible:

In such condition, therse is no place for Industry;

because the fruit therecof is uncertsin: and

consequantly nc Culture of the Earth; no Navigation,
no use of the commodities that may be imported by Ses;
no commodious Building:; no Instruments of moving, and
removing such things as require much force; no

Knowledge of the face of the Esrth; no account of Time:

no Axrts; no letters; no Society; and which is worst of

all, continuall fears, and danger of violent death;

And the life of man, sclitary, poore, nssty, brutish,

and shore.'

To illustrate that this state is not strictly hypothetical,
Hobbas states that this is tha condition in which many North
Amarican natives live:

For tha savags people in many places of America,

the government of small Families, the concord whereof

dapendeth on naturall lust, have no governmant

at all; and live at this day in that brutish
manner ... .°

? C¢. B. Macpherson, intro. to Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan,
{1651; Middlasex, England: Penguin, 1968), p. 24.

¢ Hobbes, p.1B6.
' Hobbes, p. 187.
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13
Hobbes believed that law, order and security were achieved
when men entered into a Social Contract, whereby some
individual rights and powers wers transferred to a soveraign
power in axchangs for security and protection. With
restraints imposed upon men and with the protection of
highsr authorities, men weare than fres to indulgs thair
natursl compatitive instincts in the mexxetplace.®

Unfortunately, Hobbes' theories were not as univsarsally
valid as his followers bslieved; for instance, native
societias lacked the values implicit in Hobbas' model.
Amgrican Indians wars not perceivead to be acquisitive,
competitive, thrifty or, sccording to European standards,
hard working. They seemed to have no codified system of law
nor did they seem inclined to willingly submit to higher
authorities. They appeared to glorify war and were
fregquantly in a state of conflict with nafighbouring tribes.
Looked at from this narrow point of view, the only place for
native Americans in Hobbes' theoretical construction was in
the pre-Socisl Contract, lawlaess gtate of nature.

Hobbes' view providad the intellectual foundation for a
stereotyps of native penples which, {n an attenuated form,

* This was one of ths factors behind the widespread
sccsptance of Hobbes' hypothstical model: it was perfectly
suited to a capitalist society based on freely competing
individuals in an open market. C.B. Macpherson, intro. to
Hobbes, p. 52. It is also important to note that Hobbes'
interpretation of man's Dass natura accorded with the
Christian doctrine of Original Sin.
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continues to this day. The myth of the wild man was
converted, using the methods of science, into fact and
natural law. Hobbes' influence is apparent in an article
published in the Nova Scotis Magazine in 1781, The explorer
Msares' descoription of the little known Nootka conforms to
Hobbes'’ intsrpretation of native life in North America.
Meares doscridbes the Nootka as s vsgrant pecple who wander
about, slseping whersver they can and have the inclination.
They make no fires for fear of their enemies and seam tu be
in a constant state of hostility. Moreover, he feels sure
that they sre cannibals.’ Mesres had to change these views
soxewhat when he learned more about the Nootka,' but his
misrepresentations were entirely due to the prevailing
Hobbesian point of view. Many Europeans' ancounters with
native people were similarly distorted by their

preconceptions.

While Hobbes' concepts were widely accepted, Rousseau
proposed contrary views which formed the basis for an
alternative intellectusl tradition. Unlike Hobbes, Rousseauy

postulated that the hypothetical social contract which

? John Maares, "Narrative of the Suffering of the Crew
of the Nootka, in Prince wWilliam's Sound, during the Winter
in 1786-7, Nova Scotia Magazine, March 1791, pp. 153-4.
Meares, & fur tradsr, encountered the Nootka in 1788 on the
west coast of Vancouver Island. John Dewhirst, "John Msares”,

The Cansdisn Encyclopedis, V. 2, p. 1318.

* John Meares, "Account of an Indian Entsrtainment”, Nova
Scotis Magazine, March 1791, p. 170.
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formed the foundation of society did not benefit mankind;
rathar the civilization that developed corrupted men, msking
them both wicked and missrable, Private proparty was
identified as ths source of all social ills;’ from it sprang

, murders and avery other kind of misfortuns and
horror.'® Rousssau, contrary to misconcsptions which arose
when his works wers first publishsd, 4did not advocate a
return to tha original state of naturs, for his firat man
Knew neithe: vice nor virtus, but lived a solitary life
based solely on instinct and sansation. He was, howsver,
naturaslly good, being sndowed with pity, an instinctive and
natural virtue which in civilized society was often blunted

by reason ond raflection.*

Rousseau, like Hobbas, looked to the native peoplas of
North America to illustrate his theories.'’ He found them
to be in the ideal condition for mankind, midway betwsen
brute sensation and the ills of modern civilization. This

' Jean-Jacques Roussesu, The Social Contract .and
Discourse on the Oxigin of Inequality, ed. Lester G. Crocker
{1762; Naw York: Washington Square Press, 1867) p. xviil,

i* Roussesau, p. 211.

B Rousseau, p. xii.

i2 Both Hobbes and Rousssau could have found ampls
evidencs tO support thesir opposing thsoriss, as the raports
of the explorers, from the fiftssnth century on, wers shaped
by two preconcaptions: ths wild cannibal or ths natural man

living 1n a 1and of plcnty. Sse ﬂugh Hanour, The New Golden

Eresent Time (New York: Pantheon, 1975).
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state was Ot the originsl stats of nature:
».»4t is for want of sufficisently diatinguishing
idaas, and obssrving at how grest a distance thase
people wers from the first state of naturs, that so
many authors have hastily concluded that man is
naturally crusl, and raguires a civil governsent to
make him more gentle; whereas nothing is mors gantle
than he in his primitive state, when placad by nature
at an squal distance from the stupidity of brutas,
and tha ’p.micim enlightennent of civilized
mt LA N ;
This primitive condition, believed Rousssau, was the best
for mankind for it represanted the youth of the world; all
so-called improvemants made since that time had only led to

man's physical, mental and moral dsterioration.'

It is important to keep in mind that Rousseasu's savages
ware as uncivilized as Hobbes’'. The essential difference in
the two modsls lies in their interpretations of the nature
of man and in the sffect which civilization has had on
mankind. Hobbes' natursl man 4s in a8 perpetual state of
conflict until a socisl contract sstablishss harmony and
order, whiles Rousseau’'s savage is content until privata
property brings digsensicn into his world. For Hobbes,
civilization brings order ocut of chaos, for Roussesu, it
destroys the frssdom, eguality and psace of ths state of

nature.

' Rousseau, p. 219.

¥ Robert A. Nisbet, :
. e _Weastern Thesorvy o DV ment, (New York: Oxford
University Press, 13959) p. 1485.
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Eurcpeans in North America wers apt to choose &
Hobbesian interpreatation of the state of naturs and human
nature. The wilderness appeared to them to be dangercus, &8s
wers its denizens, both man and beast. In fact, native
peoplen wers balievad to share gualitisx with the animals
with whom they shared a home: both wers cunning, had a keen
sense of soall, and had an innate ability to find their way
in the trackless wilds. The nawcosers felt compellesd to
inmposs order on the treachercvus forests and on the peopls
and snimals who inhabited them. The wildernsss had to be
subdued and the Indians sliminated or civilized.'

On the othar hand, Roussesu's natural man becams
further idealized by ninetssnth century romantics who tandsd
to live in urban environments far removed from the frontier,
As industry transformed both the landscape and the lives of
workers, tha appesal of simple, innocent people who lived in
harmony with naturs grew. Instead of finding terror in the
North Aserican forests, romantics percsived them to de
sanctuaries which offerad solituds, fresdom and tha
opportunity toc renew the spirit.’* In this natursl world,
whars the Noble Savags reigned, the forces of civilization

1 Roderick Nash, NWildern and t
.g., {New Haven, Conn.: Yale University
29,

- PR ySrdlss 4" Eisd »
Press, 1%82) pp. 23-

¢ Nash, p. 47.
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could only be deatructive.

2. Private Property and Agrarian Ideslism

A fundemental thecorstical assumption of ths aightsenth
and ninsetsenth centuries was that the civilized state was
founded on the institution of privats property. Property
was belisved to be inharent in nature; it was one of
natura's laws which existed befors man lived in socisties,
before laws and institutions were created. This concspt of
private property as a natural law, "unslterable as the
structurs of the universe”,’’ held sway from the time that
John Locke articulated it in the ssventasnth century until
ths middle of the ninsteanth cantury. According to Locke,
nan had the natursl right to property created by his labour.
Moraover, labour gavs value to property, for propsrty, such
as land, was almost worthless 1if it was not improved. Once
land became privately owned and was improved, men felt a
nesd to protect their investments. Accordingly, thay joined
together {n communities and created institutions which could
provide stability and order.'' From this foundation of
individusl and cosmunal effort, civilization davelcped.
Without property and the nesd to protact it thers would be

¥ R.B. Schlatter,
idea (Naw York: Russell & Russell) p. 152.

i R, B. Schlatter, pp. 154-5.
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no socisl structure, only chaos and anarchy.

Locks's thesory of natural rights and the labour thsory
of valus was admirably suited to the needs of countries with
rapidly sapanding frontiers. Nowever, in Nova Scotias,
Locks's theaOries were countsrpoised with other rights. In
the colony, utilitsrian end historical justifications for
property rights held that land was vested in thas crown.
Lagally the crown may have had distributicn rights, but some
ssttlers, while probably knowing nothing about John Locke,
ware firm adherents of his thsory. Squatters frequently
settlied on a pisce of proparty, improved it, and obtained a
licenca of occupation. Fresquently thess properties wars on
land used, and (n some case promisad by ths governmant, to
the Micmac. Howsver ths land was acquired, the labour
thsory of valus was gensrally appiied. If land was not
improved during a given period of time it ravarted to the
Crown.,

In reference to land, ths labour that gave valus to
property was almost slways related to agriculturs. Eved
though industrislisation was beginning to changs the
landscaps and the sconomy, sightsenth csntury agrarian
ideslism continusd to shape idsas of sppropriste labour and
land use. It was commonly belisved that "tha sedentary and
cultivating stets is that to which mankind is most naturally
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inclined.”’ Only agriculture could make man civilized
since it was the farmer who tamed the earth, who transformed
tha potsntial offerad .y naturs into an actuality which
sustainsd him, his family, and the wider community.”™ His
products allowed a specislization of labour, .hus freeing
creative inncvators to davalop a highsr stats of culture. A
Nova Scotian promoting locsl agriculturs claimed: “"svery
State ... will flourish and abound in the conveniences of
1ifs, in exact proportion t© the industry of its inhabitants
and their skill in agriculturs.” As proof, he claimed that
Grast Britain's weslth and powsr owed as much to agriculturs

as to manufascturing and commerce.’

Agriculture, however, did mors than benefit the state:
it slso bensfited the individual. As Roy Harvey Pearce
explains in Savagism and Civilization, the assumption that
men had a natural right to land by occupation and labour was
associatad with the belisf that men gained status and

¥ anon., "The Family Ceconomy and the Employment of the
Cypsies”, Nova _Scotiam Magazina, Sept. 1789, p. 259,

D38 _BE i WME &S A - (NS i =
Cambridge University Press, 1982) p. $1.
B anon., "Plan for a Society for Promoting Agriculture

in the Province of Nova Scotia™, Nova Scotis Magazins.
Novesber 1789, p. 399,
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dignity by exercising that right.” Their interest in their
property was assumad to i{nduce thrifty and industrious
behaviour, behaviour which led to prosperity for themsslves
as wsll as for tha stats. Property was alsc assumed to give
farmers a measure of freedom and independence, but at the
same time, their desire to protect their property made them
staunch supporters of the existing order. Their enlightened
galf-interest in stability and order qualified property
owners to participate in government. Accordingly, natives
or non-natives without proparty were also without power.

Agrarian idealism and the natural rights of property
ware united in international law by the Swiss jurist,
vattel. His Law Qf Nationg became & standard authority in
North Americs, providing legal and moral justification for
appropristing land from the native peoples.’ According to
Vattal:

The whole earth is destined to furnish sustenance for

its inhabitants; but it can not do this unless it be
cultivated. Every nation is therafore bound by
natural law to cultivate the land which has fallen
to its share .... Those who still pursue this idle

[f.e., hunting] mode of l1life occupy more land than

they would have need of under a systes of honest
iabour, and they may not coaplain if other more

i2 Roy servey Pearcs, .
i 4 2nd ed,, (Baltimore:

Johns Hopkins Press, 1965) p. 68.

3 A copy of this work is listed in "Catalogue of Books
in the Library at King's College in the University of wWindsor,
1803". See also ?aarce, pPp. 70-71 and Robin Fishgr ggnxgg;

1978-1890 (Vancouver: University of British Columbis Prese.
1977) p. 104.
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industrious Nations, too confined at home, should

come and occupy part of theair lands. Thus, while

the conquest of the civilized Empires of Peru and

Mexico was & notoricus usurpation, thoe establish-~

ment of various colonies upon the continent of

North Asmerics might, if done within just limits,

have been antiraly lawful. The pecples of those

vast tracts of land rather roamed over them than

inhabited them.™
Thus lsgsl authority and both popular and educated copinion
were united in the belief that land which was not convertsd
to agricultural purposes was of no value., It followed that

only those who would “improve" the lsnd had a right to it,

Consequently, along with other native North Americans,
the Micmac were thought to have no right to their land
because they did not enhance its utility. Hunting and
fishing had no place in the labour theory of value. Little
thought was givan to the Indian need for subsistence and the
labour it entailed. To Nove Scotians, many originally from
Great Britain, hunting and fishing were merely leisure
activities of the waslthy. Native men, because they &id not
farm, were thought to be lazy and shiftless. Native women,
it was commonly believed, “like females of all savage
countries, undergo all the laborious work."*® However, men

could be induced to labour if thay wsere instilled with a

# E. ds vattel in Pearce, op. cit. pp. 70-71.

# anon., "New Account of the Patagonians®, Nova Scotis
Magaxins, July 1790, p. 13.
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love for exclusive property.’* when settled, wandering
people would actually become more rational.” By labouring
on their privately cwnad land, the Micmac, it was believed,
would acquire the virtues of civilized wmen: self-respect,
thrift, regulazity, and industry.

As ths value of Indian labour was disregardsed, sc too
was the native concept of communal land holding.?' while it
was generally believed that private property led to
individual and community advancement, communal cwnership of
land was thought to actuslly hinder progress. This was
because Europeans belisved that holding land in common
dulled individual initiative, thersby "fostering imprudence,
parasitism and dependence".” Regarded as a retrograde
system, communal ownership was thought to be inconsistent

with human nature:;** only private property could lead to

¥ pearce, p. 68

¥ Ancn., "The Family Osconomy and Employment of the
Gypsies", Nova Scotis Magarzine, Sept. 1789, p.248

" See ‘!'hms R. Berger, L&&M.&Lﬁw

Toronta' Douglas s Mcxntyre. 1991) p. 100 for a discussion of
Indian concepts of land tanurs.

Humsp Advance. (New York: Macmiilan. 1928) p. 326,

. 8-'1'- Dickinm. Liberty and Froperty: Political
gntury E ain, (New York: Holmes

S AL )
and Meier, 1977), P. 127,
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lsad to progress, prosperity and enlightenment. As the
renownsd writer, Lord Kames, stated: "Without private
proparty, thers would be no industry: and without industry,

men would remain savages for ever."*

3. Reason and tha Ideclogy of Order

If private property and the social contract were the
foundation of civilization, reason was its law. Since the
Enlightenment had put an end to man's doubts and
superstitious fears, the entire universe was conceived to be
bagad on reason, harmony, and order. Through reason,
Western man was ssasured of comprshending and ultimately
dominating his world. God, too, was rationsl. The ordered
and wall-rsgulated world he had created was gradually
revealing its secrets under the scientific, reasoned

enquiries of man.

Underlying the assumption that Western man was a
rational creature living in an ordered, harmonicus world
lingered a fear of hiddan and potentially explosive
passions. Constant vigilance was nssded to ensure that
thess passions wsre subdued by reason. This is reflected in
an item in a Halifax paper, The Pearl. on the “Necassity of
Controlling the Passions”. Thes author states that it should

* Kames, p. 123.
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*be our esrly lesscon to subject the passions, appetites and
desiras, to the control and guidance of reason.” W#When
passicns “are allowsd to rages with unbridlaed fury, they
commit fearful ravages on the charscter....” Ruin is the

insvitable result,‘!

This ideology of reason and order provided an
intellectual framework for Western man which satisfied
personal, social and spiritual nsede. As individuals, men
and women defined themselves by their rational, virtuous
behaviour. ©On a social and spiritual level, order and faith
in reason provided structure and certainty. Everyons had
his station in the world and was expected to fulfil his duty
as God had ordained. Of course, this world view favoured
thoss in authority, those with property, those who had most
to lose {f their hiersrchical society became unbalanced.

Everything that was negatively percsived, such as
disorder, chaos, anarchy, and unbridled passion, was
projected on to uncivilized peoples. Designated as such,
native North Americans were thought to live in a state of
anarchy subject only to their feelings and desires. On to
thae wers projscted the dark side of Western man, the
passions that were submserged beneath a virtuous exterior.

“ Anon., “Necsssity of Controlling the Passions”, The
Pearl, Sept. 21, 1838, 2(38) p. 301.
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They served as sxamples of what would happen to civilized
man if order and resason did not pravail: reversion to the
condition of Hobbes' savage.'

4. Progress

Some Europeans did conceds that once, centuries ago,
their ancestors had been in the same condition as the North
American Indians. But through the centuries thay had
advanced far beyond any other known society, past or
presant., Their elevated position was attributed to
progress, interpreted to mean the gradual, cumulative
improvement of technological, social, and moral aspects of
aociety.

The idea of progress had specisl significance in the
late eighteenth and the ninetesnth centuries. Not only did
it suggest that the dominant position of Eurcpeans in the
world was inevitable, it also justified the congquest of so-
called inferior peoples. The rationale that advanced

¥ In this exrs when peopls defined themselves by their
civilized behaviour, the native pecples wers not the only ones
to be designated as savagss or barbarians, Often describod
as "wild" and “uncivilized"™ wers particular nationalities,
such as the Irish, and mexbers of the lowsr class, such as
sailors. Shared characteristics were percsived o be
drunkenness and the genaral inability to restrain their
smotions. Highlanders at Arisaig, Nova Scotia were incenssd
that Richard John Uniackes, in a public address, refsrred to
tg;a as barbarians. Colonial Patriot, March 28 1828, 1(17) p.
1 L d
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psoples must hslp their less fortunate brethren to
"progragss” served to vindicate colonizers®' efforts to

control subjsct populations.

During this period Eurcpaans intarprated their own
history as a continual prograssion from savagery to
civiligation. Other societiaes of the past or tha present
were compered to the stages that Western civilization had
already passed through. This historical appreoach, devised
in the late eighteanth century by Scottish scholars, was
called Conjectural History.‘* In the nineteenth century it
svolved into the Comparative Method, a system used by early
social scientists as well ms historians.' Both of these
methods involved arranging socisties in order of their
advancement, with hunting and gathering societies at the
bottom, succeeded by pastoral and agricultural societies,
and culminating in comsercial societies.'® Societies had to
advance through esach stags, slowly, continuously, and
gradually. Since all societiaes followed a similar pattern
of development, comparisons could be made between recorded

cultures of the past and present day "rude” societies, if

hid mm; ppr 82-89.

¢ J.W. Burrow, .
. ({(Ceombridge: Cambridge University
ms., 1966}0 pp- 11'}.‘0

“* puncan Forbes, into. to Adam Ferguson, 5

An Essay on the
, {(1767: Edinburgh: Edinburgh
Univarsity Press, 1968), p. xxii.
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they were at the same stages.'’ Another assumption was
mads: by studying hunting and gathering societies of the
present, ons could learn about ons's ancastors whan thay
wers at a similar stags.’ Societies at the lowest stags of
devaloprnent wers defined as savage. The next stage,
pastoral or agricultural societies, wers considered to bs
barbarcus." The commercial stage was that of modern

industrial societies.

It should be noted that political and social theorists
like Adam Farguson, did not intend the terms "savage” and
*barbarian” to be pejorative, rathsar these terms were
classificatory, designating particular stages of
development. They had & supplementary classificatory
function, being comparable to thas other terms used to
describe slemants in a ranked society, such as yeomen,
sechanic, gentlaman, atc.

Accaptance of the concapt of developmental higtory
meant that the Hobbesian model of human naturas must also be
sdopted. Only by assuming that man originally lived in
chaos, fear and uncertainty, could history be interpreted as

* Burrow, p. 1l.
® pearce, p. 49.
" Ths sconomic stages wers davissd by Adam Smith, the

acral stagses of savagery and barbariss by Adam Ferguson.
Forbes, into. to Adam Ferguson, p. xxiii.
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continual improvamesnt. Rousseau's interpratation had to be
rejescted as it suggested a detarioration of man's stats, not

its advancament.

This davelopmental approach sarved several purposss.
First, it provided an historical framgwork that traced the
progress of Western civilization from msvagism to
refinement. On this scaffolding, scholars defined steps in
ths process through the examination of historical records
and the study of contamporary savage socisties’?, Second,
it providsed an explanation for the superior cultural
schisvenents of particular pscples. In this regard, the
role of the environment or climate was believed to be of
primary importance.’ Warm climates were thought to cause a
population to be naturslly indolent and incapable of
industry. As & writer in the Nova Scotian Magazine put it,
p