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Project News

Summer Greetings from the GBV-MIG Canada Team!

In the midst of larger geo-political shifts, events and even
humanitarian catastrophes globally, we have tried hard to keep
our focus, as much as possible, on our research, teaching /
training, knowledge dissemination and advocacy in the areas of
GBV-MIG Canada, ie. the intersections of violence and
migration.

At the research front we have continued to write, publish and
disseminate our research in conferences and other public
events. At the teaching / training front we continue to work with
our graduate and undergraduate students in research and
analysis of findings, and knowledge dissemination. At the
advocacy front we have had presentations in communities,
organizations and government.

We are delighted to be able to share with you in the next few
pages of this newsletter these and other relevant news and
updates from the provinces /| territories of our country and
regions of the world we scan and monitor. We hope that they
are meaningful to you and relevant to your work.

As always, any feedback from you on the usefulness of this
material to you or suggestions for improvement would be much
appreciated. Our email is gbv-mig@smu.ca.

In solidarity,

Evie

On behalf of the GBV-MIG Canada Team
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TEAM ACTIVITIES

Dr. Tastsoglou at the International Sociological Association’s
World Forum of Sociology in Rabat, Marocco, July 6-12, 2025.

Academic Conferences

1. E. Tastsoglou and E. Kazakou, “The Role of the State,
Law and Policy in the Gender-Based Violence
Experiences of Asylum Seeking Women in the Eastern
Mediterranean”, presentation at the International
Sociological Association’s World Forum of Sociology,
Rabat, Marocco, July 6-12, 2025.

2. E. Tastsoglou and E. Kazakou, "The Continuum of
Gender-Based Violence in the Experiences of Asylum
Seeking Women in the Eastern Mediterranean",
presentation at the Congress of Social Sciences and
Humanities/ Canadian Sociological Association, June
10, 2025.

3. E.Rohn, M. Dawson, E. Tastsoglou, C. Holtmann and
L. Wilkinson, "Examining Femicide Risk among Migrant
and Refugee Women Girls in Canada", presentation at
the Congress of Social Sciences and Humanities/
Canadian Sociological Association, June 10, 2025.

4. E.Tastsoglou and M. Abraham, 3 sessions co-
organized and co-chaired, at the International
Sociological Association’s World Forum of Sociology in
Rabat, July 6-12, 2025:

a. “State, Violence and Society: Between State and Justice”
b. “State, Violence and Society: Border-Crossings, Migration
and State Power”

c. “State, Violence and Society: The Coercive Powers of
States”

Awards/Grants

Nixon, Kendra (Pl), Stewart-Tufescu,
Ashley (co-Pl), Kelly Russell, Marilyn L
Bennett, Tammy Taillieu, Lori Wilkinson,
Annette Fenske, Amy-Anne Smith, M
Hart Murd ock and Mike Ellis Exposing an
Invisible Crisis-Building Holistic,
Integrated Care Pathways for Intimate
Partner Violence Survivors with
Traumatic Brain Injury throug h Multi-
sector Partnerships in Manitoba. SSHRC
Partnership Grant, April 2025 through
March 2028, $199,938.

Public Presentations

E. Tastsoglou, S. Akter Moyna, "Gender-
Based Violence Government
Conceptualizations Across Canada’,
presentation at NS Status of Women,
August 6th, 2025.

M. Dawson, "Femicide in Canada",
presentation at Parliamentary
Secretary, organized by Megan Walker,
VP of Justice and Status of Women for
the National Council of Women of
Canada (NCWC), August 20th, 2025.

Publications

Tastsoglou, E.,, Freedman J. (2025)
“Gender-Based and Intersectional
Violence in Migration and Refugee
Contexts: A Contextual Global
Approach”, International Sociology,
Special Issue on Gender and Contextual
Global Approaches, co-edited by M.
Abraham and S. Vasil. (Open Access).
July 1, 2025. https://journals-sagepub -
com.library.smu.ca/d0i/10.1177/0268580
9251347939



https://journals-sagepub-com.library.smu.ca/doi/10.1177/02685809251347939
https://journals-sagepub-com.library.smu.ca/doi/10.1177/02685809251347939
https://journals-sagepub-com.library.smu.ca/doi/10.1177/02685809251347939
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Myrna Dawson, University of Guelph, and am

James Rowlands, Durham University, are ‘)#E "Eur{lfrg
editing the Palgrave Handb ook on : o
Domestic Homicides and Death Reviews. CALL FOR

Please see their open call for various CONTRIBUTIONS

chapters and submit if interested by

Sept. 30th, 2025.

SECTION AND WORKING

CHAPTER TITLES AND/OR TOPICS

SECTION | - CONCEFTUAL AND
THEDQRETICAL UNDERSTANDINGS AND
PERSPECTIVES

@ Understanding the irmpetus for
Domestic/Family Violence Death
Reviews locally and globally

@ Challenges in defining domestic
hemicide and abuse-related deaths:
Implications for Research and Practice

(& Theorising DomesticFamily Vialence
Death Riviews as a mechanism for
change

C"’:’ Domestic/Family Violence Death Reviews: A
ool of the state or a ferminist endeavour?

SECTION Il - COUNTRIES WITH
ESTABLISHED DOMESTIC/FAMILY VIOLENCE
DEATH REVIEWS = BY INVITATION

SECTION ¥ - WIDENING PARTICIPATION
AND MAKING THE INVISIBLE VISIBLE

Invabdng family, friends, neighbours,
eolleagues and ocommunities

Children and DomestoFamily
Violence Death Reviews

Dizability

Faith/Religon

Immigrant and refugee populations
Black and minoritised communifies
Indigenous populations

Lesblan, Gay. Blsexual, Trans and
Queer (LGBTO+) populations

Dider victims

Qe eReeeA @ @

Rurality

SECTION Il - ETHICAL AN

1]
METHODOLODGICAL CHALLENGES AND
CONSIDERATIONS

(¥ Ethical conundrums in the establishment
and operation of, and research into,
Domestic/Family Violence Death Reviews

@ Whose Story? Data sources, atoessibity
and use in Cgmestic/Family Vigkence
Death Reviews

(& Theough which lens: Unpacking
methedology in DamesticlFamily
Viclence Death Reviews

() Imtersectionality in Domestic/Famity
Viclence Death Reviews

SECTION IV: SCOPING THE PROSPECT FOR
DOMESTIC/FAMILY VIOLEMCE DEATH REVIEWS
IN OTHER COUNTRIES - BY INVITATION

SECTION W1 - THE FUTURE OF DOMESTIC /[FAMILY
VIOLENCE DEATH REVIEW: WHERE TO FROM HERET

Domestk abuse-related deaths by suicide
Localized versus national resdews
Managing intersecting reviews

Death reviews in the context of domestic
homicide and abuse-related deaths in
lerw- o middle-incomie countries

Developing DIFVR in challenging contexts

comnltmrnwr'{‘eﬂ'orts of DomestioFamily
Viglence Death Review and  Femiclde
Qbservataries and Reviews

Q@ Qe @eaa

Understanding pathways to domestic
homicide or  abuse-related  deaths:
Opportunities for pradice. policy and
systems learning and understanding risk?

@ Impact and outcomes of DomesticFamily
Viskence Death Redews

Nate: If you do not see an important topic listed, please reach out te us.

g"‘:’G Cantre for the Study of
W

Social and Legal Responses to Viclence
=

UNIVERSITY OF

GUELPH

—

THE PALGRAVE HANDBOOK ON
DOMESTIC HOMICIDES AND DEATH REVIEWS

Myrna Dawson Editors James Rowlands

University of Guelph Durham University

Domesticfamily violence death réviews (D/FVDRS) began in the early 19908 1o enhance responses
to these and related deaths. D/FVDR indtiatives have now spread across mainly English-speaking,
high-income countries with calls for further expansion, Despite their rapid growth, research and
knowledge about D/FVDRs globally remains limited. Conseguently, there are significant knowledge
gaps within and across countries. The Polgrove Hondbook on Domestic Homicides and Desth Reviews
will address these gaps, bringing together current research as well as emerging and leading voices
in thiz field to engage with key questions and challenges. The Handbook will highlight international
research on DUFVDRS a5 & rapidly growing intérvention/prévention initiative consistent with the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) indluding SDGS (Gender Equality), and 5DG16
(Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions).

This Is an open call for contributions to address key questions related te D/FVDRS (please see next
page far mare detall). Key eriveria of assessrment will be as fallows: (1) multi-country/region focus;
(2) multi-sectoraliinterdisciplinaryftransdisciplinary: and (3) enhances current/future dialogues.
The handbook will also include country-specific accounts of the development or operation of
DiFVDRS.

Contributions mesting the above criteria will be prioritized. In addition, contributions which are
authored collaboratively - including those that invalve established and emerging scholars in the
field, as well as activists, practitioners and policy makers - are encouraged. If interested, please
submit an abstract between 600-800 words which dlearly articulates the proposed contribution’s
focus on D/FVDRS, its critical, ecological and intersectional engagement with understandings of
these initiatives, and the section to which it most fits. Abstracts will be reviewed by an editorial
team. As part of our commitment to a range of volces and topics, we may ask contributars to
consider proposals to ensure a fie with the everall format and focus of the Handisook.

Deadline:
Please send abstracts 1o Myrna (mdawsonEuoguel
(james h.rowdands@durham.ac uk) no later than September 30, 2025,

.ca) and James

M2 coritre for the Study of  UNIVERSITY OF
‘)4.‘ s;‘l:rl'alpall"l;L;gal Responses to Viclence vy GUELPH

Send your abstracts to

Myrna: mdawson@uoguelph.ca and
James: james.h.rowlands@durham.ac.uk
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FROM THE RESEARCHER’S DESK

Book Review: Gender-Based Violence in Migration: Interdisciplinary,
Feminist and Intersectional Approaches (edited by Jane Freedman,
Nina Sahraoui, and Evangelia Tastsoglou. Palgrave/Macmillan, 2022)

By Eva Kazakou

This edited volume is an outcome of the EU-funded
project “Violence against Women Migrants and
Refugees: Analysing Causes and Effective Policy
Responses (GBV-MIG)”, funded under the European
Union's GenderNet Plus program, a consortium
program of EU and other countries’ national funding
agencies. Drawing on case studies from seven
countries, the book rethinks how gender-based
violence (GBV) is framed in the context of migration.
It challenges the idea that GBV only happens in
“traditional cultures” or is expressed in isolated
individual acts, showing instead how it is reproduced
structurally through laws, labour markets, policies,
and media discourses. By situating GBV within
migration and citizenship regimes, the editors reveal
how states’ explicit and indirect practices of exclusion
and “othering” deepen the risks faced by migrant
women.

Partl: Frameworks and Concepts

The first section, “Against Essentialism and Beyond
Abstract Universalism: Theorizing Gender-Based
Violence in Migration Contexts,” introduces the
volume’s conceptual tools. Chapter ! frames GBV as
a continuum throughout the migration process: it can
trigger displacement, intensify during transit, and
continue upon arrival due to insecure legal status,
precarious work, inadequate reception, and limited
access to services. GBV, the authors argue, is
embedded in racialized power relations, securitized
borders, and institutional neglect. Challenging
culturalist explanations that blame “other” cultures,
the editors adopt situated intersectionality to analyze
how gender, race, class, nationality, legal status, age,
and ability intersect to shape experiences of violence
and access to protection. They also discuss
vulnerability, precarity, and precariousness, noting
that policy often labels “vulnerable groups” in ways
that reinforce stereotypes and overlook agency.

The chapter closes with a call for reforms that
address root causes, adapt to context, and are
attentive to migrant women’'s voices. Chapter 2
fleshes out the theoretical approach to GBV, using

vulnerability, precarity, and intersectionality as
mutually interrogative concepts and showing how
each highlights different dimensions of GBV.
exposure to harm, systemic insecurity, and
intersecting inequalities. Combined within a critical
feminist perspective, at the structural level (state)
the three concepts, taken together, form an incisive
framework for studying “situationally” GBV in diverse
migration contexts, from voluntary movement to

forced displacement, while also informing
formulation of more effective, context-specific
remedial responses. Chapter 2 develops this

approach, showing how vulnerability, precarity, and
intersectionality each highlight different dimensions
of GBV: exposure to harm, systemic insecurity, and
intersecting inequalities.
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Partll: Policies, Discourses, and State Practices
Part Il, “Policy Intersections: Combatting Gender-
Based Violence and Managing Migration,” examines
how GBV is framed and addressed on the macro-
level in different national contexts. Chapter 3
analyses Austria, where political and media
discourses culturalize GBV by presenting it as an
imported problem. Through gender nationalism,
migrant women are depicted as victims in need of
rescue, while migrant men are portrayed as
dangerous, reinforcing a narrative of European
superiority. This framing downplays structural
causes of violence, isolates cases, and legitimizes
restrictive migration policies.

Chapter 4 turns to Canada, where protections exist
on paper but often fall short in practice. Interviews
with service providers and policymakers reveal
major gaps: lack of a coordinated, multi-faceted,
intersectoral national GBV strategy, absence of a

conceptually broad and intersectional
understanding of GBV and human rights, and
diverse barriers to protection for newcomers and
non-citizens, especially women with precarious
legal status. Although Canada has gender-sensitive
guidelines, a Refugee and Humanitarian
Resettlement Program and a reputation as a “safe”
country and a pioneer in refugee protection, the
chapter shows how GBV can still be reproduced
within its immigration and protection systems.

Chapter 5 explores France, tracing how discourses on
GBV in migration have long been tied to stereotypes
about “foreign” cultures, especially  Muslim
communities. Using the concept of femonationalism
(the use of gender equality rhetoric to stigmatize
migrants) the chapter shows how such narratives
extend across the political spectrum. By focusing
almost exclusively on practices like female genital
mutilation (FGM) and forced marriage, the French
state hides broader forms of violence while
promoting racist and exclusionary policies.

Chapter 6 examines Israel, highlighting how asylum-
seeking women face intersecting vulnerabilities due
to gender, race, and lack of legal status. Using the
concepts of crimmigration (the merging of
immigration and criminal law) and legal violence, the
authors show how policing prioritizes immigration
enforcement over protection from GBYV. Victims often
have no recourse and some are forced into
prostitution, revealing how legal and institutional
frameworks themselves become sources of violence.

PartIll: Women’s Experiences

Part Il “Understanding Policy Implications,
Foregrounding Women’s Voices,” focuses on the
impacts of policies on the lived experiences and
coping strategies of women in migration contexts.
Chapter 7 looks at immigrant women in Atlantic
Canada who experience family violence within the
context of poverty, discrimination, and insecure
immigration status. While services often rely on
individualist approaches, women frequently draw on
cultural and religious networks for support. The author
argues that service providers should engage with
collectivist practices to develop culturally sensitive
responses.
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Chapter 8 investigates Norway’'s anti-trafficking
regime through the case of a woman trafficked for
sexual exploitation. Although Norway is committed
to protecting victims and has signed multiple
international agreements, permanent residency
usually depends on cooperating with criminal
investigations, leaving those who lack *“useful”
information or are unwilling to testify without
protection. This reliance on the “model victim”
image leaves many women unprotected. The
analysis shows that restrictive immigration control
and narrow definitions of “worthy” victims persist
despite Norway’s human rights reputation.

Chapter 9 returns to France, focusing on asylum-
seeking women from Sub-Saharan Africa: the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Cbte d’lvoire,
and Mali. Their experiences illustrate a continuum of
violence, from conflict and patriarchal control in
their home countries to xenophobia in transit and
systemic neglect in France. While policy labels them
“vulnerable,” bureaucratic barriers and inadequate
services reinforce their precarity. Using the
concepts of continuum of Vviolence and
necropolitics, the authors argue that women are
rendered vulnerable by institutions that maintain
them in conditions of prolonged insecurity.

Chapter 10 concludes the volume, drawing together
the theoretical, policy, and lived experiences
dimensions. It identifies three main contributions of
this collective work: 1. Linking the interpersonal and
structural causes of GBV on a continuum from the
micro through the meso and macro levels; 2.
Breaking new ground in comparing how GBV
intersects with migration policies internationally;
and 3. Offering a feminist-informed critical
rethinking of concepts such as vulnerability,
precarity, and intersectionality. The editors
conclude that GBV in migration cannot be fully
understood without recognizing how migration
regimes and GBV policies interact to reinforce
inequalities.

Contribution

Gender-Based Violence in Migration makes an
important and timely contribution to migration
studies. It moves beyond culturalist explanations and
highlights how GBV occurs across all stages of
migration, including in destination countries. By
focusing on the fluidity of migrant statuses, it shows
how women can move between categories such as
“economic migrant” and “asylum seeker,” facing new
risks at each stage. The volume draws attention to the
structural roots or structural forms of violence,
through precarious labour, restrictive  legal
frameworks, or dependency on spouses, that are
often ignored in mainstream debates.

The book’s interdisciplinary and feminist lens is one of
its greatest strengths, bridging theory, policy, and
lived experience. Its comparative scope, spanning
Europe, Canada, and Israel, highlights both shared
dynamics and context-specific challenges. By
highlighting migrant women’s voices and resilience,
the volume challenges portrayals of them as passive
victims and emphasizes their agency within restrictive
systems. The book calls for policies that address
structural inequalities, engage with context-specific
realities, and centre migrant women’'s own voices. As
such, it is both an important academic resource and
a timely intervention in broader policy debates.

Aboutthe author

Eva Kazakou is a PhD student student
in Political Science and Global
Development Studies at Saint Mary’s
University.
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Violence Against Women in
Syria: From Conflict to
Transition (2011—-2025)

By Saja Al Zoubi

Since March 201, Syrian women have endured
systematic and widespread human rights abuses,
extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances,
arbitrary detention, torture, sexual violence, and
targeted destruction of health and social
infrastructure. In some regions, post-conflict
instability has fueled new forms of violence under
unclear and often chaotic circumstances. This report
highlights key patterns of killings, disappearances,
detention, torture-related deaths, and sexual
violence, underscoring the urgent need for
accountability and survivor-centered support.

Extrajudicial Killings

Between 2011 and November 2024, the Syrian Network
for Human Rights (SNHR) documented 29,064
extrajudicial killings, including 22,092 women killed by
Syrian regime forces. Other perpetrators included
Russian forces (1,609), ISIS (981), and various other
armed groups (over 5,000). The Syrian regime is
responsible for roughly 78% of these deaths, often
through indiscriminate bombardment of civilian
areas. Women and girls were killed in homes,
markets, and even designated shelters. Notably, 2013
recorded the highest toll for female deaths (6,430),
93% of which were caused by the regime [1].

Torture and Death in Custody

SNHR documented 117 deaths of female detainees
from torture, 83% of which were attributed to the
Syrian regime. ISIS and other armed groups were
responsible for the remainder. Detention centers are
marked by severe overcrowding, poor sanitation, lack
of medical care, and routine physical and
psychological abuse, creating lethal conditions for
women in custody [2].

Enforced Disappearancesand Arbitrary
Detention

Since 2011, 11,268 women and girls have been
subjected to enforced disappearance or arbitrary
detention. Of these, 8508 are adult women and
471 are girls who remain missing or in detention.
The Syrian regime is the primary perpetrator,
targeting women at checkpoints, in raids, at
universities, and even upon their return from
abroad. Most cases lack legal basis, with
detainees denied due process and families left in
the dark about their fate. Fear of reprisal has
suppressed reporting, leaving actual figures likely
higher.[3]

Sexual Violence as a Weapon of War

From 201l to 2024, 11553 incidents of sexual
violence against women and girls were
documented, including rape, sexual assault,
forced prostitution, and genital mutilation. About
69% were committed by Syrian regime forces, 30%
by ISIS, and smaller numbers by other actors.
Detention facilities remain a key site of abuse, with
884 incidents occurring there, 445 involving girls
under 18. Such violence is deployed as a means of
punishment, coercion, and intimidation, inflicting
long-term harm on both survivors and their
communities.[4]

Attacks on Medical Facilities

SNHR recorded 899 attacks on medical facilities
serving women and girls, 62% by the Syrian
regime and 209 by Russian forces. These assaults
have crippled access to reproductive and
maternal health care, causing preventable deaths
and undermining the resilience of affected
communities.[5]

[1] Syrian Network for Human Rights (2024). On the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, Syrian Women Are Still

Subject to Multiple Violations.
[2] ibid
[3] ibid
[4] ibid
[5] ibid
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Sectarian Violence and Targeted Abusesin
Transitional Syria (2025)

Recent reports indicate that dozens of Syrian
Alawite and Druze women remain missing during
and after the 2025 internal clashes, with suspected
abductions linked to political motives, revenge, and
criminal activities such as ransom demands and
trafficking.[6] In my interview with a humanitarian
organisation staff member, | learned that not all
cases, for Alawite, align with the abduction
narrative; in a few instances, women reportedly left
voluntarily to join lovers, complicating efforts to
portray these disappearances as purely coercive.
[7] Women’'s day-to-day realities vary sharply by
region, sect, and political context. In Damascus,
Tartous, and Latakia, | interviewed three women
who described a relative sense of safety, freedom
in clothing choices, and the ability to stay out late
without harassment[8] despite acknowledging
social changes since al-Assad’s fall9. In contrast,
social media reports depict women in other areas
being pressured, sometimes through verbal
intimidation, into adopting conservative dress
codes and limiting interactions with men. Women
who participated in protests alongside men have
faced verbal abuse and public shaming,
highlighting how gender norms and political
activism intersect.[10]

Media narratives often oversimplify this diversity,
depicting either “liberal” enclaves or conservative
strongholds, while the reality is far more
fragmented, shaped by geography, community
norms, and local power dynamics. It remains
difficult to determine whether women’s freedoms
and safety have improved or deteriorated
compared to the pre-transitional period. One
constant, however, is clear. Syria's deepening
economic crisis continues to fuel gender-based
violence. Poverty increases women'’s vulnerability to
exploitation, early marriage, and transactional
relationships, thereby perpetuating entrenched
cycles of abuse and inequality.

Image: Stringer/REUTERS.

Conclusion

For over thirteen years, Syrian women have been
targeted in a sustained campaign that weaponizes
their bodies and lives for political, military, and social
ends. Even amid political transitions, violence persists.
Sectarian reprisals, revenge killings, weak legal
protections, and governance gaps further amplify
women’s vulnerability. Urgent action is required:
accountability for perpetrators, survivor-centered
services, gender-sensitive reconstruction, and full
participation of women-led groups in peacebuilding.
Without sustained international engagement, Syrian
women will continue to bear the heaviest burdens of
the country’s fragile transition.

About the author

Dr. Al Zoubi is an Assistant Professor at
the International Develop ment Studies
Department at Dalhousie University and
Co-lead of the Global Young Academy
— At Risk Scholars Initiative.

[6] Deutsche Welle (2025). Kidnapped, abused: Reports of missing Alawite women in Syria.; Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights. (2025, August 2). 560 missing including women and children in Al-Suwaidaa.

[7] Personal interview in July, 2025, with a staff member in a a humanitarian organisation in Syria.

[8] Personal interviews with three (2 Sunnies, one Christian) Syrian women.

[9] The Gurdian (2025). Syria asks women to dress modestly on beaches but says bikinis still allowed

http s://www.theg uardian.com/world /2025/jun/12/syria-women-dress-mod estly-b eaches-bikinis?utm_source=chatgpt.com
[10] Young men forcibly disperse a peaceful sit-in in front of the Syrian parliament building in the capital, #Damascus.

http s://youtu.b e/qvQhutMw65A?si=7qzcge-4IEYyCErU.
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Government
Conceptualizations of Gender-
Based Violence Across
Canada: Emerging Forms

By Evangelia Tastsoglou
and Sharmin Akter Moyna

A provincial/territorial scan of government
conceptualizations of Gender-Based Violence
(GBV) between 2020-2024, reveals some
emerging forms of GBV. These forms of violence
have been identified by survivors, service
providers and researchers for some time.
However, they are “emerging” for governments,
as it is only recently that provincial and territorial
governments are including these forms in their
official documents and lists of GBV. We consider
naming an important first step in planning and
taking action to address them. These newly
identified conceptualizations were derived from
documents on government websites, consisting
of bilateral agreements; action plans and
strategies to combat GBV in its various forms;
yearly reports and evaluation frameworks. The
five newly identified forms of violence in
government documents are: Technology
Facilitated GBV, Dating Violence, Reproductive
Coercion, Coercive Control, Senior Abuse.

Technology Facilitated GBV (Cyber Violence),

Technology facilitated violence refers to range of
actions that use cyber technology to facilitate
virtual and/or in-person harm. The intent of
technology-facilitated violence is to threaten,
harass, bully, embarrass, assault, extort, coerce,
torment or socially exclude another person (Link).

Newfoundland and Labrador identify “technology-led
violence, while Manitoba utilizes the term “technology
facilitated violence” (Bilateral Agreement- August,
2023, Link; Bilateral Agreement- Manitoba, 2023 Link)
and New Brunswick mentions “cyber violence” (Bilateral
Agreement- November, 2023 Link). British Columbia
and Alberta use “online harassment” (Bilateral
Agreement- November 2023, Link; Gender Based
Violence, Link). Quebec on one of its official website,
mentions that violence against women can manifest in
various  ways, “online hostility” being one
(Gouvernement du Québec, Link)

In terms of action, Newfoundland and New Brunswick
plan actions targeting “technology facilitated/Cyber
Violence." The province of Newfoundland and Labrador
focus on preventing technology-led Vviolence,
according to the bilateral agreement for GBV-NAP.
More specifically, under pillar 2- prevention, resources
will be developed by Newfoundland and Labrador to
target technology-facilitated GBV (Bilateral
Agreement- August, 2023, Link). Similarly, New
Brunswick is creating a GBV public awareness fund to
help develop campaigns focused on Cyber violence
under pillar 2- prevention of the GBV-NAP (Bilateral
Agreement- November, 2023. Link).

Coercive Control

Coercive control is behaviour by a current or former
partner or family member that makes someone fear
they will be physically harmed, causes their mental
health to decline, or generally causes such distress
that the victim’'s day-to-day activities are negatively
affected (Link). It is an emerging or newly recoghnized
form of GBV that is beginning to appear in provinces’
official documents, while the use of the word “coercion”
varies across provinces and territories. Making
Changes is a Nova Scotia resource, a 158-page book
on understanding abuse, emergencies, safety
planning, legal matters, “do’s and don’'ts”, as well as
resources in Nova Scotia in the case of domestic
violence/IPV/family violence (termed "abuse" in this
book).

PAGE 09
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FROM THE RESEARCHER’S DESK

“Abuse” takes many forms including someone
hitting their partner, sexual abuse, controlling
their partner's money or behavior, controlling
them emotionally, or coercive control. As per
the Making Changes book, “coercive control” is
behavior by a current or former partner or
family member that makes someone “fear they
will be physically harmed, causes their mental
health to decline, or causes them such distress
that their day-to-day activities are negatively
affected” (Making Changes, Link).

Alberta identifies “coercion”, and “economic
and coercive control” on the Government
website’'s gender-based violence prevention
section (Gender Based Violence, Link).
“Reproductive coercion” is mentioned only on
Quebec’s official website in describing types of

Seniorabuse

Northwest Territories acknowledge “senior abuse” as a
distinct form of violence and abuse (Strategic
Framework, Link). Many other provinces acknowledge
violence against the elderly and the heightened
vulnerability of the latter without naming it as a
distinct category.

Reproductive Coercion

Quebec identifies “reprod uctive coercion” as a form of
violence against women (Resources, Link). The term
can be a part of the coercive control that is
mentioned in provinces like Nova Scotia.

Annex
Table: Emerging Forms of GBV

GBV (Gouvernement du Québec. Link). As per il ol Ry il | Technology Facilitated Viclence

the “adult sexual violence prevention strategy” BC = Online Harassment

of PEl, “sexual violence” can be both physical AB EC;;:: o —

and psychological in nature and includes MB - - - - gy Facilitated
sexual assault, rape, “sexual coercion” and 3’:‘: = VES Online Hostlty

sexual harassment. Here, sexual coercion is ‘“ P

mentioned under “sexual violence”, not as a ® | coura T
separate category (Creating a culture of care, ne | Newtundiondand Lahnder o targe
Feb 2023. Link). Northwest Territories define - . : e . Caper hg;‘:,::;g:;::;gg_;:;m;:g';"
family violence as behavior, across the lifespan, - - o —

from a person to a family member that is o = = = =

physically, sexually, psychologically, N - - e

economically, or spiritually abusive,

threatening, coercive, uses surveillance, or in

any other way controls and dominates the About the authors

family member (Reclaiming
Person, October 2023. Link),

the Capable

Sharmin Akter Moyna is a Master's
student in Women and Gender
Studies at Saint Mary’s University.

Dating violence

Only New Brunswick identifies “Dating Violence”
(Bilateral Agreement, Link). Other provinces use
terms, such as sexual assault in intimate
partner relationships, without mentioning
“dating violence” as a separate kind of violence.

Evangelia (Evie) Tastsoglou is a
professor of Sociology and Global
Development Studies at Saint Mary's
University and the Pl of the GBV-MIG
Canada project

PAGE 10


https://women.novascotia.ca/publications/making-changes
https://www.alberta.ca/gender-based-violence-prevention%22%20/l%20%22:~:text=in%20immediate%20danger.-,Overview,of%20individuals%2C%20communities%20and%20government.
https://www.quebec.ca/en/government/quebec-at-a-glance/rights-and-freedoms/gender-equality/violence-against-women
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/publications/culture_of_care_digital_strategy.pdf
https://www.ntlegislativeassembly.ca/sites/default/files/legacy/td1024-192_-_sow_-_reclaiming_the_capable_person_-_we_are_all_capable_persons_when_we_have_community.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/women-gender-equality/gender-based-violence/intergovernmental-collaboration/bilateral-agreements/new-brunswick-agreement.html
https://www.ntlegislativeassembly.ca/sites/default/files/legacy/td1024-192_-_sow_-_reclaiming_the_capable_person_-_we_are_all_capable_persons_when_we_have_community.pdf
https://www.quebec.ca/en/government/quebec-at-a-glance/rights-and-freedoms/gender-equality/violence-against-women
https://www.smu.ca/gendernet/welcome.html
https://x.com/GBV_MIGCanada

FROM THE RESEARCHER’S DESK

The Link Between Homelessness and Sexual and Gender-Based
Violence (SGBV): Evidence from Newcomer Women in Canada

By Chenyu Liu (Johnny)

The framework of intersectionality highlights how
newcomer women'’s experiences of SGBV are shaped
by the interaction of multiple sociodemographic and
contextual factors such as race, health, immigration
status, language, and familiarity with local laws
(Freedman et al, 2022). The negative outcomes of such
intersecting variables can trap women in unsafe or
exploitative relationships, eventually compelling many
victims to leave their primary residence and creating
potential pathways into homelessness. This review
article shows how SGBV intersects with homelessness,
with a particular focus on the experiences of immigrant
women in Canada.

Homelessness exists on a spectrum of housing
instability, mainly including four types: unsheltered (or
absolute), emergency sheltered, provisionally
accommodated, and precariously housed (Gaetz et al.,
2012). The state of efforts to address homelessness can
be traced back to the 1946 Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UN,_2024). While the importance of
attaining adequate housing was emphasized by the
UN decades ago, it remains a widespread structural
problem today at the international level. As of 2022, at
least 330 million people are still experiencing absolute
homelessness and other types of housing problems
(UN, 2024).

In Canada, homelessness is a risk for an increasing
number of newcomers (Preston et al.,_2009). Recent
data show that refugee and asylum seeker women
among the general population of Canadian
newcomers are more likely to use emergency shelters
and stay longer than domestic-born women
(Government of Canada, 2022). Generally speaking, an
inability to pay rent or mortgage is the most commonly
cited reason for housing loss and the need to transfer
to temporary shelters among Canadian newcomers
(Government of Canada, 2022).

Through an intersectional lens, the
disproportionate rates of homelessness among
immigrant women in Canada reflect that
structural barriers intersect with
sociodemographic/contextual factors, which
together restrict their access to adequate housing.
For instance, Thurston et al. (2013) interviewed 37
immigrant women victims of domestic violence in
three different Canadian cities. The findings
suggest that the presence of an abusive intimate
partner and fear of being retaliated against by the
male perpetrator prevent many victims from
escaping SGBV (Thurston et al.,_2013). In addition,
both visible and less visible systemic-level factors,
such as housing unaffordability and discrimination
against racialized minorities, result in many
newcomer women who managed to flee SGBV
remaining at high risk of homelessness (Thurston
et al., 2013; Walsh et al., 2016). As proof, studies
show that more than 80% of women victims of
SGBV, especially those who have previously
experienced domestic violence and have children,
face homelessness at some point in their lives
(Aratani, 2009).

Many immigrant women survivors of SGBV rely on
ethnic social networks to avoid absolute
homelessness (Miraftab, 2000; Preston et al., 2009;
Walsh et al.,_2016). To avoid sleeping on the street
or using emergency shelters, for example, many
opt to couch-surf in friends’ homes (Walsh et al.,
2016). Such arrangements are typically unstable
and can be problematic, as the inherent power
imbalance between the host and the guest may
expose women to exploitative relationships and
other forms of gendered oppressions. Additionally,
the use of ethnic social networks to avoid absolute
homelessness results in increased hidden
homelessness among immigrant women (Preston
et al., 2009). Empirical evidence shows that women
are twice as likely to experience hidden
homelessness as a result of SGBV than other
subgroups (Dionne et al,, 2023).
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FROM THE RESEARCHER’S DESK

Within the Canadian context, many research
studies have pointed out the significance of
encouraging newcomer women victims of SGBV to
exercise their rights, such as incorporating their
perspectives and experiences in program planning
and policy formation (Thurston et al.,_2013). While
such recommendations are constructive, it is
equally important to recognize that both
homelessness and experiences of SGBV may carry
significant social stigma from the perspectives of
affected groups. To avoid being stigmatized, many
religiously and culturally sensitive immigrant
women exp eriencing homelessness could hide their
vulnerable housing status without openly seeking
support. For example, recent findings of the 2022
Winnipeg__ Street Census (2022) indicate that
because homelessness is often stigmatized,
immigrants and refugees in Winnipeg tend not to
seek help from formal institutions and non-profit
groups. As a result, the provincial government finds
it difficult to collect accurate and complete data on
newcomers in (hidden) homelessness. Thus, the
actual proportion of homeless newcomers within
Winnipeg could be higher than reported. Although
the 2022 Winnipeg_Street Census report does not
explicitly address whether SGBV intersects with
these newcomers’ housing experiences, it is
reasonable to suspect that the detrimental
outcomes of stigmatization, in certain cases
involving both homelessness and SGBV, would only
further discourage many affected immigrant
women from openly seeking public support.

Considering these effects, it is important to develop
religiously and culturally sensitive, inclusive policies
that destigmatize homelessness and experiences of
SGBV while simultaneously encouraging affected
newcomer women to seek and access public support.
We must also be aware that any of the four types of
homelessness can exacerbate the SGBV experienced
by newcomer women after escaping abusive
partners. Both public institutions and private agencies
should work together to ensure that immigrant
women of SGBV are quickly and safely placed in
secure and stable housing once they leave their
primary residence.

About the author

Chenyu (Johnny) Liu is a Ph.D. student in
Sociology at the Department of Sociology
and Criminology at the University of
Manitoba.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Q Greece

Greece Suspends Asylum
Applications from North
Africa for Three Months

Crete, the largest Greek island in the southern
Aegean Sea, and Gavdos, the southernmost point of
Europe just north of Libya, have recently seen a
sharp rise in refugee and migrant arrivals,
particularly from North Africa. By January 2025,
arrivals had already far exceeded those of the same
month the previous year, marking a shift from
occasional landings to regular, large-scale
movements across the Mediterranean. Despite
commitments to create adequate reception and
accommodation facilities, authorities have yet to
implement effective measures. Local governments,
volunteers, and solidarity groups have had to fill
critical gaps, providing temporary shelter and basic
necessities.

The situation escalated rapidly. By mid-2025, more
than 9,000 people had arrived in Crete, a sharp
increase of over 350% compared to the same
period in 2024. Humanitarian challenges intensified
when over 1,400 individuals were rescued at sea in a
single weekend, stretching the island’s limited
resources. Hundreds waited for hours in extreme
heat at Rethymno port, as inadequate and
overcrowded facilities added to the tensions
between local authorities and the Migration and
Asylum Ministry. The rise in arrivals coincided with
EU and Greek talks with Libyan authorities and
unusually favorable weather conditions, which likely
facilitated migration flows.

Amid this crisis, the Greek government moved to
suspend the processing of asylum applications
from North Africa for three months. On 11 July 2025,
Parliament passed the suspension by a vote of 177-
74. Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis described the
measure as a necessary “emergency response” to
send a clear message to smugglers, stating that
arrivals by boat from the region would be detained.

The decision, however, sparked fierce opposition.
Left-wing__parties, NGOs, and humanitarian
organizations criticized the suspension as a
breach of international, European, and national
law. They emphasized that the right to seek
asylum is a fundamental human right and that
States must uphold the principle of non-
refoulement, even during periods of migratory
pressure. Public opinion has also been marked by
hostility toward recent arrivals. Since 2015, Greece
has served as a primary gateway for mixed
migration flows, and in Crete, the current arrivals
are predominantly young_men. This skewed
demographic does not align with prevailing
gendered notions of vulnerability in the discourse
surrounding asylum claims, leadings to their
frequent portrayal as “illegal migrants” rather than
legitimate asylum seekers. Many of those making
the journey from Libya are refugees fleeing conflict
and persecution, particularly Sudanese nationals,
and should not be penalized for entering
irregularly if they present themselves to authorities.

Following_the legislation, irregular arrivals in Crete
fell sharply, from 2,642 in the first week of July to
900 in the subsequent period. Authorities have
indicated that the suspension may be extended if
migration flows rise again, and new legislation is
being prepared to impose prison sentences of up
to five years on those entering illegally without
qualifying for asylum.

The situation in Crete and Gavdos underscores the
complex balance between migration
management and the protection of fundamental
human rig hts. While governments face pressure to
secure borders and respond to emergencies,
measures that restrict access to asylum risk
undermining international legal obligations and
humanitarian principles. The coming months will
reveal whether these emergency policies are
temporary responses or a sigh of a longer-term
approach to migration in Greece and the wider EU.

Reported by: Eva Kazakou
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Q Turkey

Lawmakers and Turkish
Parliament Staff Protest Over
Femicide of Employee

Q Romania

Petition Signed by Over 15,000
Romanians Demanding Law
Against Femicide

Following the brutal killing of an employee by her
husband, several people including lawmakers,
politicians and staff from the Turkish parliament
performed a silent sit-in protest. Saliha Akkas, who
worked as a cleaner assigned to the Republican
People’'s Party (CHP), was living separately from
her husband and was in the process of getting a
divorce. According to reports, the man went to
Saliha’s home, stabbed her 37 times following an

More than 15,000 people have signed a petition
urging the Romanian government to protect
women from femicide. This petition calls for law
criminalizing femicide and presents 13 concrete
measures from the authorities that include:
protection of all women; a 24/7 emergency
mechanism for victims staffed by specialists; a
public registry of repeat offenders; an audit of
cases that resulted in the victim’s death; an annual
public report on domestic and gender-based argument, and then took his own life. Saliha had
violence; and reforming how the police handle obtained two restraining orders against her
domestic abuse. PSD Senator Victoria Stoiciu is husband, who had a criminal record for
also working on a legislative proposal to include threatening and insulting his spouse, in addition to
femicide into the Penal Code. Learn more here. violating a protection order. Find out more here.

NATIONAL NEWS

Reported by: Sarah Delorme

Territorial Ministers Push for Full
Funding of National Plan on GBV

Despite efforts from the federal government to
reduce spending, territorial ministers are
demanding for a national plan to end gender-
based violence (GBV) to be fully funded. Gender
equality ministers from the N.W.T, Nunavut and
Yukon asked Rechie Valdez, their federal
counterpart, to secure funding for the remaining
6 years of the national plan's 10-year lifespan.
Valdez emphasized the importance of housing to
ending GBV, which can represent disparities for
vulnerable women, notably in the North. Valdez
promises to push on commitments for the
remaining years of the national action plan to
support frontline workers, especially with the
Women'’s Shelter Network. Find out more here.

N.B. Funding Programs and
Initiatives to Tackle GBV

As part of its efforts to continue tackling the
epidemic of gender-based violence, New
Brunswick is funding emergency transition
programs, outreach initiatives and *“second
stage” housing. As of now, the provincial
government is investing $9.2M into various
services supporting victim-survivors of gender-
based violence. These investments are going
towards the province’s transition house program,
the “second stage housing program”, the
gender-based outreach program, as well as
improved access to community-based sexual
violence services. Learn more here.

Reported by: Sarah Delorme
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES

Prince Edward Island

Resources for immigrants and refugees

e Immigrant & Refugee Services Association (IRSA) is part of a non-profit charitable
organization in 1993 und er the name PEl Association for Newcomers to Canada
(PEIANC). This association provid es short-term settlement services and deliver long -
term inclusion and community participation programs for newcomers settling in
Prince Edward Island. They offer employment services for job -seeking newcomers,
youth settlement services to assist with the enroliment of children in school,
language-related services, and community engagement to connect newcomers with
the local society.

e Community engagement programs offered by IRSA: Canada Connects Program,
Ethno-Cultural organizations in PEl, Newcomer Men's Group, Newcomer Women’s
Group, and more. Click here to find the complete list.

o WorkPEI: resources, support programs and organizations to assist newcomers with
settling in PEI.

e Immigrating to Canada: A Guide for Immigrants and Refugees Living on Prince
Edward Island. This guide is designed to help people who are new to Canada
understand the immigration process and settle in PEI.

e La Coopérative d'intégration francophone de I'le-du-Prince-Edouard (CIFIPE)
provides programs and services to help French-speaking newcomers to establish
themselves and to get involved in Prince Edward Island. CIFIPE offers services such as
orientation, language training, social integration, employment services and
references to community resources.

Resources for gender-based violence

e Prince Edward Island Rape and Sexual Assault Centre (PEIRSAC), offer free
counselling services for individuals who have experienced sexual assault and/or
childhood sexual abuse. Their services include individual therapy, trauma-informed
groups, and male survivor groups.

¢ The Rise Program makes legal advice and information accessible to people on Prince
Edward Island who have experienced sexual violence, intimate partner violence, or
workplace sexual harassment.

e PElFamily Violence Prevention Services is a community volunteer organization
dedicated to the eradication of physical, sexual and emotional violence in families
through advocacy, prevention programs, and the provision of quality services
designed to empower and support those affected by family violence.
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Avalon Sexual Assault Centre: Building Inclusive

Healing for Survivors of Sexualized Violence

By Camila Reis (she/her), MA, RCT,
Program Manager.

Almost 6 months into my role as Program Manager
of Avalon’'sCommunity-Based Sexualized Violence
Trauma Therapy (CB-SVTT) Program, I've concluded
this: healing cannot wait for “perfect” conditions.
Sexualized violence thrives in silence and isolation,
but Avalon’s work is about breaking those cycles—
one survivor, one community at a time.

Our mission is rooted in a feminist, anti-oppressive
and anti-racist lens, but what that looks like in
practice is evolving. Historically, Avalon served
primarily white women, yet sexualized violence
disproportionately targets marginalized
communities, such as Indigenous, Black, racialized,
and immigrant survivors, who often face systemic
barriers to care. That's why our commitment to
inclusivity isn't just aspirational; it's operational. In
CB-SVTT, we offer free, specialized trauma therapy
to survivors aged 15 and older - serving all genders,
immigration statuses, nationalities, and

backgrounds. For many, this is a lifeline when other
doors are closed.

Representation as a Pathway to Trust

After three decades of service, we have learned that
building trust requires intentionality. We work on the
premise that diversifying our staff helps diversify our
client base, because trust begins with seeing
yourself reflected in those who hold space for your
healing. This is especially critical for communities

historically underserved in sexualized violence
support, where cultural stigma, language barriers,
or fear of systemic bias can deter survivors from
seeking help. Recent research by Tastsoglou (2025)
underscores these realities: migrant and refugee
women in Canada often encounter gender-based
violence throughout their migration and settlement
journeys, facing wide-ranging health impacts such
as emotional, physical, socio-economic, and
reproductive, compounded by systemic barriers to
healthcare and help-seeking. Barriers linked to legal
status, language access, financial precarity, and
discrimination frequently silence disclosure, rather
than indicating an absence of violence. For many
racialized groups, vulnerabilities to GBV are
heightened compared to non-racialized women,
reflecting how intersecting structures of sexism,
racism, and xenophobia reproduce risk. These
findings highlight the urgent need for culturally safe,
accessible supports that break the silence and
respond to the distinct risks faced by immigrant and
racialized women.
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While in our organization, we are still gathering
data to measure impact, we are already seeing
promising signs. Our leadership team continues
to strengthen partnerships with African Nova
Scotian, Immigrant, and Indigenous
organizations, guided by what they identify as
their needs. Our Community Navigation
Program, led by a majority immigrant and
African Nova Scotian team, has built trust and
connections with communities that had
previously been hesitant to engage with our
services. Similarly, our Education & Advocacy
Program intentionally centers Indigenous and
racialized voices, recognizing that ending
sexualized violence means directly confronting
the intersections of racism, colonialism, and
misogyny. But trust isn’'t built overnight, and
neither is access.Interpretation services, for
example, remain a gap we're working to
address, because true inclusion means meeting
survivors where they are, in the languages they
speak.

As a Latina immigrant, | see this work as both
personal and urgent. What excites me most as a
new team member is helping to bridge Avalon's
respected history with its more inclusive future.
Every time a survivor from a known underserved
community accesses our trauma therapy or
SANE (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner) services,
it's a testament to the slow but vital work of
building bridges. We know that Avalon’s vision—
a world free from sexualized violence—is bold.
Still, every day, we see it in action: in the courage
of survivors, the dedication of our team, and the
communities rallying for change. We're not there
yet, but we're closer than yesterday. And that's
what keeps us moving forward.

To learn more about our organization, visit or
contact us:

e Website

e Instagram: @avaloncommunity

Aboutthe author

Camila is a Latina feminist and
Registered Counselling Therapist with a
Master’s in International Develop ment,
where her research focused on intimate
partner violence.

She is the Program Manager of the Trauma Therapy
team at Avalon Centre and brings extensive
experience in Canada and internationally, having
worked in the non-profit sector both on the front lines
and in collaboration with grassroots communities.
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