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WELCOME
Welcome to our first Newsletter of 2022 where you
can read all about the GBV-MIG project updates,
Ukraine-Russia war, the IWD 2022, and the most
recent community news.
Subscribe to our seasonal newsletter to keep up

with our project findings and reflections; news of
the project; research team members; reports and
publications; outstanding practices; and resources
about GBV and migrants /refugees.

NEWS ABOUT OUR PROJECT
We are thrilled to announce that we recently finished the first book of the international GBV
project with chapters deriving from diverse country-specific teams. It is expected to be out in
the Fall of 2022. The book, entitled Gender Based Violence in Migration: Interdisciplinary,
Feminist and Intersectional Approaches (Palgrave-Macmillan) and edited by Jane Freedman,

Nina Sahraoui, and Evangelia Tastsoglou, features the work of the country-specific research
teams. In addition, the Canadian team has an academic paper currently in review by a refereed
publication: The Continuum of Violence Along the Migratory Pathway: Understandings of Key
Informants (Mia Sisic, Evangelia Tastsoglou, Myrna Dawson, Lori Wilkinson, Cathy Holtmann,

and Chantelle Falconer).
The GBV-MIG project will be presented in two conferences this summer:
1. Our paper, Vulnerabilities and Strengths: Parallel Experiences of Migrant Survivors of
Gender Based Violence and Public Service Providers (Cathy Holtmann, Mia Sisic, Evangelia

Tastsoglou, Lori Wilkinson, Myrna Dawson) will be presented at the Canada Excellence Research
Chair (CERC) Migration Working Group at Ryerson University at the end of March 2022; and
2. Our paper on A Journey from “Victimization” to “Re-Victimization” Among Women Migrating
to Canada – Continuity of Gender-Based Violence across Borders (Pallabi Bhattacharyya,

Evangelia Tastsoglou, Lori Wilkinson, Cathy Holtmann and Myrna Dawson) will be presented at
the panel Gender and the Continuum of Violence in Migration organized by Evangelia
Tastsoglou, Pallabi Bhattacharyya, and Cathy Holtmann, in the Canadian Sociological
Association’s meetings at the Congress of Social Sciences and Humanities in May 2022. Four
papers on the topic from various GBV-MIG country specific teams will also be discussed there.
The research team is very thankful to the immigrant and refugee women, the service providers
and other key informants, as well as all the team members for their respective contributions in
these projects.
For more information on our project please visit our website.

UKRAINE - RUSSIA WAR 2022
Russia invaded Ukraine on a massive scale, starting on February 24, 2022. The invasion
alarmed the entire western world, and various economic sanctions were applied to deter
Putin. Below we highlight some of the impacts.

Women and Children

90% of refugees who have fled war in
Ukraine are women and children who
have left their husbands, fathers,
brothers, and sons behind to fight in
Ukraine’s resistance. UNHCR and other
agencies have warned of increased
risks of trafficking and exploitation.

Racism
photo: DW news

Refugee Crisis

abc News | UNHCR

Over 3.1 million refugees
fleeing Ukraine are mainly
going into five neighbouring
countries. Over half are
fleeing to Poland alone. In
addition, millions are
internally displaced.
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Attack on Children's
Hospital

Reports revealed racism and
aggression against African and
Asian students, and foreign
residents of Ukraine who tried to
flee from the war. Critics reveal
that the Ukrainian crisis is just
underscoring the racism that
exists in Europe.
The Conversation

UNHCR

The international humanitarian
law has suffered an “appalling
breach” according to the UN’S
humanitarian affairs chief about
the Russian attack on a
Ukrainian children’s hospital.
Aljazeera

Wall in the UK

Britain's policies were stingy in
comparison to other countries.
Two weeks after the first
invasion, Britain had only
issued about 50 visas for
displaced Ukrainians. After
pressure UK lauched the
program ‘Homes for Ukraine’
DW | UK GOV.
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Canadian Responses

Canada to welcome Ukrainian
refugees. IRCC is introducing
new immigration streams for
Ukrainians who want to come
to Canada temporarily or
permanently.
CANADA GOV.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN'S DAY 2022
#BREAKTHEBIAS
The theme for International Women’s
Day (IWD 2022) - 8 March, 2022 - was
“Gender
equality
today
for
a
sustainable tomorrow” recognizing the
contribution of women and girls
around the world. Women are leading
the
pressure
on
climate
change
adaptation, mitigation, and response,
to build a more sustainable future for
all.
SEE MORE HERE

"SUPPORTING THE HEALTH OF
SURVIVORS OF FAMILY
VIOLENCE IN FAMILY LAW
PROCEEDINGS"
There is a national project taking place
currently funded by the Public Health Agency
of Canada called “Supporting the Health of
Survivors of Family Violence in Family Law
Proceedings”. In January, they presented a
webinar named Intersecting Inequalities in
Family Court: A Trauma-Informed Critique .

The panelists addressed access to justice for
immigrant and racialized families in the
family court system. The recording is available
below.
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FIND OUT MORE HERE

CANADA'S RESPONSE TO
RECENT REFUGEE CRISIS

ISANS - IMMIGRANT
WOMEN

As of March 4, Canada has only resettled
8,580 of the promised 40,000 Afghan
refugees since August 2021 after the Taliban
takeover of Afghanistan.
With the new influx of Ukrainian refugees that
Canada prepares to receive, settlement
organizations are concerned about the
additional volume and further delays for
Afghan refugees.

ISANS has announced that they partnered
with the Centre for Women in Business to
help immigrant women entrepreneurs
grow their businesses. This partnership
gives Immigrant Women Entrepreneurs
Program (IWEP) graduates a chance to
meet like-minded women, grow their
professional networks, and receive even
more support.

FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE HERE

FIND OUT MORE HERE
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