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IMMIGRANTS AND REFUGEES

Project News ‘%

Warmest Fall Greetings from the GBV-MIG Canada Team!

We are pleased to foreground in the present newsletter the
province of Ontario: first, by providing resource information
on Ontario organizations at the intersection of anti-violence
and migration fields; and second, by highlighting the
Canadian Femicide Observatory for Justice and
Accountability (CFOJA), a grassroots, feminist-led,
research, policy and advocacy centre. Beyond that, we
bring you exciting news from our team members, including
publications, conference and other public presentations,
media interviews, podcasts and new funding! We are also
pleased to bring to your attention that we have started a
new feature on our website, “blogs” that you can access

Inside this issue
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Project News

Team Activities 2 here (2 blogs have already been uploaded).
From the In the next few pages of this newsletter we are sharing with
; you these and other relevant news and updates from the
Researcher’s Desk 4 : e :
provinces /[ territories of our country and regions of the
] world we scan and monitor. We hope that they are
International News z meaningful to you and relevant to your work.
National News 9 We would appreciate any feedback and suggestions from
you, as always. Our email is gbv-mig@smu.ca.
Community
Community Evie
FGoelies el el 15 On behalf of the GBV-MIG Canada Team

GBV-MIG Canada Team: Evie Tastsoglou (principal investigator); Myrna Dawson, Cathy Holtmann, Lori
Wilkinson (co-investigators)


https://www.smu.ca/gendernet/welcome.html
https://x.com/GBV_MIGCanada
https://www.smu.ca/gendernet/blogs/
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TEAM ACTIVITIES

Journal Articles

1. Dawson, Myrna and Debra Haak. 2025.
Considering male violence against women
and girls as a form of hate: Canada as a
case study. Canadian Journal of Women
and the Law
(https://doi.org/10.3138/cjwl.03.x).

2. Liu, Chenyuy, Jihad (Rosty) Othman, Abdul-
Bari Abdul-Karim, Kezia Wong and Lori
Wilkinson (2025) “How the experiences of
Syrian, Yazidi and Afghans can inform us
about resettlement housing” Canadian
Diversity 21(1): 13-17. Accessed online at
https://acsmetropolisca-wpuploads.s3.ca-
central-l.amazonaws.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/10/07172403/927 A
EC_CanDiv_EN_V5_LR.pdf

Books

1. RAIS Collective (forthcoming spring 2026)
Not your cash cow, not your scapegoat:
Racialized student migrants from Asia
attending Canadian universities. Halifax:
Fernwood Press.

Authors in alphabetical order: Firrisaa
Abdulkarim, Elizabeth Buckner, Elic Chan, Soma
Chatterjee, Ann H. Kim, Eun Gi Kim, Sophie X. Liu,
Yifan Liu, Yazhi Luo, Marie-Odile Magnan, Jean
Michel Montsion, Ajay Parasram, Shirin
Shahrokni, Roberta Sodres and Lori Wilkinson

Conferences
Organized/Chaired

1. L. Wilkinson. University of
Manitoba/University of Trier Biennial
Conference: Resistance. September 17-20
2025 Winnipeg (conference co-chair).

2. L. Wilkinson. Canadian Council for
Refugees Annual Consultation, October
2025, Winnipeg. Conference co-chair

Funding

1. P, Myrna Dawson, Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council, Insight
Development Grant, Project: The 'Living
Victims of Femicide: Who are they and
how do we support them?

2. Nixon, Kendra (PI), Stewart-Tufescu,
Ashley (co-Pl), Kelly Russell, Marilyn L
Bennett, Tammy Taillieu, Lori Wilkinson,
Annette Fenske, Amy-Anne Smith, M Hart
Murdock and Mike Ellis Exposing an
Invisible Crisis-Building Holistic,
Integrated Care Pathways for Intimate
Partner Violence Survivors with Traumatic
Brain Injury through Multi-sector
Partnerships in Manitoba. SSHRC
Partnership Grant, April 2025 through
March 2028, $199,938.

3. Chen, Jieying (Jane) and Lori Wilkinson
(co-investigator) “Immigrants’ proactive
socialization tactics, adaptation, and
career success” SSHRC Insight Grant, April
2024-March 2027.

Public Lectures-
National and Local

1. Liu, Chenyu, Kezia Wong, Rosty Othman,
Rémulo Schembida, Abdul-Bari Abdul-
Karim, Khatereh Salimi and Lori Wilkinson
(October 23 and 24 2025) “Let's talk
politics: anti-immigrant sentiment in
Canadian political discourse” invited for
presentation at The Faculty of Graduate
and Postdoctoral Studies Showcase,
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg.

2. Wilkinson, Lori (September 12 2025) “A
delicate balancing act: doing migration
research as a university professor” invited
keynote speaker Bridging Knowledge and
Community: Research, Action, Impact.
Centre for Social Science Research and
Policy, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg.



https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoi.org%2F10.3138%2Fcjwl.03.x&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Delorme%40smu.ca%7Cfc60eabf487c4c00cc2f08de10b7f7ed%7C060b02ae57754360abbae2e29cca6627%7C1%7C0%7C638966579505865825%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uWU7yx%2BTaNTEUl8V0U4YRnURg%2BWK8QdnWOXBe1cIr5I%3D&reserved=0
https://acsmetropolisca-wpuploads.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/07172403/927_AEC_CanDiv_EN_V5_LR.pdf
https://acsmetropolisca-wpuploads.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/07172403/927_AEC_CanDiv_EN_V5_LR.pdf
https://acsmetropolisca-wpuploads.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/07172403/927_AEC_CanDiv_EN_V5_LR.pdf
https://acsmetropolisca-wpuploads.s3.ca-central-1.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/07172403/927_AEC_CanDiv_EN_V5_LR.pdf
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TEAM ACTIVITIES

Conference Papers

1. J. Fairbairn, C. Boyd, and M. Dawson. Framing
epidemic violence: Analyzing shifts in media
explanations of intimate partner femicide in
Canadian press coverage. Paper presented at
European Conference on Domestic Violence,
Barcelona, Spain, Sept. 5", 2025.

2. M. Dawson, H. Angus, and A. Zecha. Digging
deeper: Challenges in definitions and
measurement of femicide and feminicide. Paper
presented at European Conference on Domestic
Violence, Barcelona, Spain, Sept. 4™, 2025.

3. Wilkinson, Lori (October 312025) “Changing
Directions on Immigration: Are we on the right
track?” Keynote, Metropolis Identities
conference, Metropolis Canada, Saskatoon.

4. Wilkinson, Lori, Abdul-Bari Abdul-Karim, Rosty
Othman, Kezia Wong, Khateri Salimi (October 31
2025) “Understanding the challenges faced by
newcomers in finding suitable housing in
Canada” Metropolis Identities conference,
Metropolis Canada, Saskatoon.

5. Wilkinson, Lori (October 6 2025) “Immigrants
and housing in Canada: busting the myths”
Manitoba Not-for-Profit Housing Coalition
Annual Meeting, Winnipeg

6. Wilkinson, Lori with Chenyu Liu, Kezia Wong,
Rosty Othman, RGmulo Schembida, Abdul-Bari
Abdul-Karim, Khateri Salimi (September 17 2025)
“How can we actively resist xenophobic political
discourse against newcomers and refugees?
Strategies for addressing hate in the 21% century”
University of Manitoba/ University of Trier
Biennial Conference: Resistance. Winnipeg.

7. Liu, Chenyu (Johnny), Kezia Wong, Rosty
Othman, Romulo Schembida, Abdul-Bari Abdul-
Karim, Khateri (Katy) Salimi and Lori Wilkinson
(September 17 2025) Xenophobia-inspired
politics and the blame-game: Canada’s
scapegoating of refugees” University of
Manitoba/ University of Trier Biennial
Conference: Resistance. Poster presentation,
Winnipeg.

Podcasts and Media
Interviews

1. Tennent, Pauline (October 17 2025)
“On borders and human rights”
Center for Human Rights Research,
University of Manitoba, Just Research
Podcast, Winnipeg. Available online
here.

2. Cloutier, Richard (September 24
2025). “Manitoba growth slows after
recent boom” CJOB aired 26
September 2025

3. Gao, Yang (September 29 2025) “As
US raises H-1B visa fee Canada faces
test in talent race” China Daily
accessed online here.

4. Cloutier, Richard (September 18
2025) “Immigration cuts and effect
on the Manitoba economy” CJOB
aired 18-19 September.

5. Cloutier, Richard (August 30 2025)
“Labour Day and population: special
guest, Lori Wilkinson”. CJOB aired
30-August to 05 September.

6. Arabzadeh, Shabnam (August 1
2025) “100 Voices on Identity and
Mobility” podcast. Humanitan.org

7. Cloutier, Richard (July 312025)
“Canada’s immigration policy and
population growth” CJOB Winnipeg

Awards

Dr. Lori Wilkinson received Canada’s
Top 100 Most Powerful Women,
Professional Category, Women's
Executive Network, November 2025.



https://chrr.info/resource/just-research-a-podcast-season-1/?utm_campaign=linkinbio&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=later-linkinbio
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202509/29/WS68d9ee38a310f735438b2dd7.html

FROM THE RESEARCHER’S DESK

Examining Femicide Risk Among Migrant and
Refugee Women and Girls in Canada

Written by: Emmanuel Rohn

Femicide is the sex- or gender-based killing of
women and girls and is an urgent issue globally
(Corradi et al,_2016; Dawson & Vega, 2023; Vives-
Cases et al.,, 2016). Migrant and refugee women and
girls face a disproportionately high risk of femicide.
Data from the Canadian Femicide Observatory for
Justice and Accountability reports that between
2018 and 2022, at least 90 femicide victims in
Canada were born outside the country and had
immigrated to Canada before being killed. This
research aims to fill a significant scholarly gap by
exploring the risk factors associated with femicide
among Migrant and Refugee Women (MRW) in
Canada. By doing so, we aim to pave the way for
subsequent research and inform policy formulation
and implementation.

To understand the complex interplay of factors
contributing to this violence, we draw upon two
theoretical frameworks. First, Heise’s (1998) Social
Ecological Model helps us understand violence as
the result of interacting factors at the individual,
relationship, community, and societal levels. It
illustrates that no single element explains risk;
instead, it is the cumulative and interactive effects
of factors across these levels that create
vulnerability. Second, a situated intersectionality
framework, grounded in Crenshaw’'s work (1991,
2013) and extended by scholars like Collins & Bilge
(2020), Tastsoglou & Freedman (2025), considers
how sex/gender, race, immigration status, and
language interact to shape risk in a specific context.
This intersectional lens helps us make sense of the
unique, layered vulnerabilities migrant and refugee
women face.

Prior research shows that migrant and refugee
women are more vulnerable due to precarious
immigration status, economic dependency, language
barriers, and social isolation. Scholars such as Bhuyan
et al. (2014), Thurston et al. (2013), and Sisic et al.
(2024) have documented these as contributing risk
factors. These dynamics are not incidental but are
structural. These factors, as we will see, play out
across the various ecological levels.

We conducted an exploratory thematic analysis using
data from the Canadian Femicide Observatory for
Justice and Accountability. These data were collected
from media reports and court documents for
femicide cases involving migrant and refugee women
from 2018 to 2022. Using Braun and Clarke’s approach
(2006; 2022), we examined how femicide risk
manifested at each level of the ecological model.

Findings - Individual Level

Applying the Social Ecological framework at the
individual level, we observed factors related to the
perpetrator, such as: Alcohol use, mental health
issues, and a history of trauma.

e Forinstance, in one case, it notes: “He was born in
Ethiopia and raised in South Sudan. At a young
age he was separated from his parents and
fended for himself, eventually making his way to a
refugee camp in Kenya. She said his family has
been 'disappointed' in his lifestyle and
dependency on alcohol.”

¢ Another case indicated: “There’s early indication
that mental health may have factored into this.”
These individual characteristics can be significant
contributors to violence.
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https://doi.org/10.1177/0011392115622256
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0148364
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0148364
https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801298004003002
https://doi.org/10.2307/1229039
https://doi.org/10.1177/02685809251347939
https://doi.org/10.1080/15562948.2013.801734
https://doi.org/10.3389/fsoc.2024.1420124
https://doi.org/10.3389/fsoc.2024.1420124
https://doi.org/10.1191/1478088706qp063oa
https://www.smu.ca/gendernet/welcome.html
https://x.com/GBV_MIGCanada

FROM THE RESEARCHER’S DESK

Findings - Relationship level

At the relationship level, our analysis highlighted
dynamics such as the degree of intimacy and the
relationship state:

¢ We saw cases where the violence occurred
during periods of intense conflict, such as a
divorce: “The couple was in the middle of a
divorce and were fighting.”

e Another example showcased extreme control:
“She was trapped in a violent relationship with
an older man who controlled her every
movement - from where she worked, to whom
she spoke, and when she left the house,
according to her family and friends”. This level
often reveals patterns of coercive control and
escalating conflict.

Findings - Community level

At the community level, factors within schools,
workplaces, and neighbourhoods played a role. An
important finding here is how broader community
dynamics amplify risk for MRW:

e As one report highlighted: “While domestic
violence impacts people of all backgrounds,
experts say that newcomers and immigrant
women like her [referring to the femicide victim]
are particularly vulnerable as they face
additional hurdles including language barriers,
precarious immigration status and isolation that
can prevent them from reaching out for help in
the first place”. This corroborates findings by
Sisic et al. (2024), who note the unique, amplified
forms of violence experienced by MRW.

e The profound impact of isolation was further
evidenced: “With no family here, she was
determined to build a life for herself, staying in a
shelter..” This aligns with Holtmann et al.'s (2023)
research, suggesting that isolation and shelter
use often indicate a structural risk for MRW.

About the author

Emmanuel Rohn is a PhD Candidate in
the Department of Sociology and
Anthropology, University of Guelph.

Findings- Societallevel

Finally, at the societal level, we examined how

broader societal norms, laws, economic policies,

cultural beliefs, and institutional responses shape
gender roles, inequality, and violence.

e Cultural expectations can be a significant
barrier: “A woman shot dead by her husband
Sunday morning had told family although she
feared for her safety she couldn't leave her
drug-addicted Syrian husband because it
wouldn't  be culturally accepted.”  This
demonstrates how deeply ingrained cultural
beliefs can trap women in dangerous situations.

e Furthermore, systemic gaps within legal and
immigration  frameworks ~ were  tragically
apparent. In one case, a family argued: “This
tragedy could have been avoided if the accused
had been kept behind bars.” This insight aligns
with Tastsoglou et al. (2022), who highlight how
such systemic gaps deepen the risks of violence
for MRW.

In conclusion, our research underscores the paucity
of research on femicide among migrant and
refugee women in Canada and the specific
contexts in which it occurs. We have also identified
the critical importance of addressing data
challenges in this area, particularly when
understanding femicide risk through sources like
media and court documents. Our work highlights
the urgent need for data-informed, intersectional
approaches to femicide prevention among migrant
and refugee women. We must address structural
barriers in immigration, housing, and access to
services. Most importantly, our findings highlight an
urgent need for comprehensive, multifaceted
interventions to mitigate the femicide of migrant
and refugee women not only in Canada but in other
world regions facing similar challenges. This
requires a collaborative effort across all levels (ie.,
individual, relationship, community, and societal
levels) to create safer environments for all MRW.

This paper was presented at the 2025 Canadian
Sociological Association Congress by Emmanuel Rohn and
Myrna Dawson, University of Guelph; Evangelia Tastsoglou,
Saint Mary’s University; Cathy Holtmann, University of New
Brunswick; and Lori Wilkinson, University of Manitoba.
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https://doi.org/10.3389/fsoc.2024.1420124
https://doi.org/10.1353/ces.2023.a928884
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FROM THE RESEARCHER’S DESK

K'jipuktuk-Halifax scoping visit. July 2025

Image 1 credit caption:
Mi'’kmagq Star. Wooden
artwork located on
Barrington St before Duke
St (Nova Scotia Square),
K'jipuktuk-Halifax, NS,
Canada. Photo by Juan
Manuel Moreno, July 2025.

In late July, Juan Manuel Moreno, one of GRABS PhD
candidates, travelled to K'jipuktuk-Halifax, in Eastern
Canada for a two-week fieldwork and scoping visit.

K'jipuktuk-Halifax is the ancestral land of the Mi'kmaq
who lived in these lands for over 11000 years. Today,
K'jipuktuk-Halifax is the capital of what is known as
the province of Nova Scotia which, before being
colonised, formed part of Mi'kma’ki, the traditional
and unceded territory of the Mi'kmag. Located within
the Northeastern Woodlands, Mikma'ki territory
extended across all 4 provinces of today’s Atlantic
Canada (Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward
Island, and Newfoundland), the Gaspé Peninsula, and
parts of the state of Maine, in today’s United States.
Mi'kmaq Peoples include several Indigenous First
Nations. K'jipuktuk means ‘Great Harbour’ in Mi'’kmaw
language.

In close collaboration with Professor Evangelia
Tastsogloy, from the Department of Sociology at
Saint Mary’s University, and one of our GRABS
partners in Canada, Juan Manuel was able to meet
and connect with several Ilocal actors and
community grassroot organisations involved in work
with young people with experiences of forced
displacement and migration.

Hosted by Prof. Tastsoglou, Juan Manuel was also
able to give a presentation to academic colleagues
and postgraduate students from various disciplinary
backgrounds joining both online and in-person. The
presentation included an introduction to the GRABS
project — its rationale, participatory methodological
approaches, and the case study locations of the
research —, and an opportunity for the PhD candidate
to gain feedback for his proposed PhD project ideas
and fieldwork activities.

The visit was also an opportunity for Juan Manuel to
walk and observe the place and its people. Some of
the places Juan Manuel visited and explored
included the Wijewinen Mikmaqg_Native Friednship
Centre, a non-profit charity running culturally
grounded programs, services, and community
gatherings to support urban Indigenous people; the
Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21, where
between 1928 and 1971 about 1.5 million immigrants
or newcomers drrived, mostly from Europe during
World War 1I; and Africville, a Black community
located on the shores of Bedford Basin (north of
Kijipuktuk-Halifax) which was demolished in the
1960s to allow for the construction of a bridge and
extension of the rail network. In Africville, Juan Manuel
visited the memorial park and museum and meet
some of the former residents and descendants of the
community who even invited him to attend their
annual reunion.

Juan Manuel has also produced a comic-based and
visual essay of his fieldwork trip to K'jipuktuk-Halifax
in late July. You can access and read it here:
https://erc-grabs.univ-paris8.fr/blog/

During the autumn, Juan Manuel will coordinate with
the local organisations and key informants he met
during his stay to arrange his new fieldwork visits and
activities in February and April-June 2026.

Image 2 credit caption: Ne’'multes K'jipuktuk. Until
next time. A bientét Halifax. Photo of airport sign.
Juan Manuel Moreno, July 2025.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Q Greece

Greece’s Asylum
Suspension Ends, but
Questions Remain

On 29 August 2025, the European Court of Human
Rights (ECtHR)_ordered Greece to temporarily_stop
deporting_certain refugees until their asylum claims
can be properly assessed. This came after Greece
introduced a three-month suspension of asylum
access for new arrivals, mainly men arriving on the
southern Greek islands of Gavdos and Crete via
North Africa and Libya.

Refugee Support Aegean (RSA) reports that the
Court’s order currently affects four Eritrean refugees
detained at Amygdaleza. The Greek authorities had
refused to register their asylum claims due to the
suspension. Earlier in August, the ECtHR issued a
similar order for eight Sudanese refugees. In both
cases, the individuals were at risk of being returned
without a proper review of their protection needs.

The suspension affects people from Sudan, South
Sudan, Yemen, and Eritreqa, countries where many
face conflict and serious danger. Those detained
report harsh conditions, including overcrowded
containers, extreme heat, limited water, and
restricted access to legal assistance or family
contact.

Lawyer Minos Mouzourakis, interviewed by the
European Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE),
described how Greece issues automatic return
orders, often without naming a destination country.
This prevents refugees from effectively accessing
asylum. RSA emphasizes that “access to asylum
and legal assistance are essential guarantees for
everyone.”

—
— — =

Image retrieved from ekathimerini.com

While the ECtHR order provided temporary
protection for these individuals, the broader
suspension officially ended on 14 October. Human
rights groups warn that the policy has created a
backlog of asylum applications and continues to
put pressure on NGOs working with refugees. The
European Commission says it is monitoring the
situation, but advocacy groups stress the need for
stronger action to ensure Greece fully complies with
international asylum obligations.

The situation remains uncertain. Although the
suspension has not been renewed, the effects of the
policy are still unfolding. The case highlights a
broader challenge for Europe: finding a balance
between managing migration and upholding the
rights and protection of people fleeing war and
persecution. In the coming months, it will be
important to see whether Greece restores full
access to asylum and addresses the humanitarian
concerns raised during the suspension.

About the author
@ Eva Kazakou is a PhD student student

in Political Science and Global

Development Studies at Saint Mary’s
University.
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https://ecre.org/interview-ecthr-puts-a-temporary-halt-to-deportations-from-greece-without-prior-assessment/
https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/1278368/greek-asylum-suspension-faces-test/
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/66620/greece-refugee-council-challenges-asylum-freeze
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Shifting Routes: From

Lesvos to Gavdos

Recent Shipwrecks in the
Aegean

In the early hours of October 7, 2025, a boat carrying
migrants sank off the southern coast of Lesvos, a
Greek island in the northeastern Aegean Seq,
located just off the west coast of Turkey. According
to the Hellenic Coast Guard, four people, a child, two
women, and a man, lost their lives. The boat was
carrying 38 people in total, 34 of whom, among
them 5 children, managed to reach the shore.

Most of the survivors were exhausted, injured, and in
shock. Teams from Médecins Sans Frontiéres (MSF)
provided emergency medical and psychological
assistance on site. Two people were transferred to
hospital, and several others, including a pregnant
woman and a diabetic patient, received urgent care.

Only a few days earlier, on October 4, another boat
had capsized near Lesvos, resulting in one more
death. These repeated incidents illustrate the
persistent risks faced by people attempting to cross
the Aegean Sea in search of safety and protection.

A similar tragedy occurred on October 14, when two
people, a man and a boy, died after a speedboat
carrying migrants overturned near Rhodes, a Greek
island in the southeastern Aegean Sea. The Hellenic
Coast Guard rescued 16 survivors, while in a
separate operation that same day, over 80 people
were saved from another vessel in distress.
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At the same time, a separate rescue operation was
conducted south of Gavdos, Greece’'s southernmost
island near Crete, in the Libyan Sea. A Frontex vessel
assisted in saving 67 migrants whose boat had run
into trouble in the area. The rescued individuals were
brought to the port of Gavdos, where they received
medical attention and underwent identification
procedures.

Arrivals to Crete and Gavdos have been rising in
recent months, marking a shift in migration routes
across the Mediterranean. Over the past year,
smugglers operating out of eastern Libya have begun
steering migrants away from the traditional crossing
to Italy and instead toward the southern Greek
islands of Crete and Gavdos. This shift is largely
driven by intensified European and Libyan patrols in
the central Mediterranean, which have made the
route to Italy riskier and more tightly controlled.

In response, Greek authorities have reinforced patrols
in the waters south of Crete to deter the emerging
route. During the summer months, the increased
number of arrivals also led them to temporarily
suspend asylum procedures for those reaching the
southern islands from Libya.

Whether in Lesvos, Rhodes, or Gavdos, the underlying
reality remains unchanged: when safe and legal
pathways to Europe are closed, people are forced to
risk their lives at sea. These tragedies are part of a
broader pattern within a humanitarian crisis shaped
by restrictive migration policies. A sustainable and
humane approach requires safe and legal pathways,
effective search and rescue mechanisms, and a
commitment to protecting human life and dignity,
principles that should lie at the heart of Europe’s
response to migration across the Mediterranean.

Reported by: Eva Kazakou


https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/1283091/four-migrants-dead-after-shipwreck-off-greek-island-of-lesvos/
https://msfsouthasia.org/greece-msf-responds-with-emergency-medical-assistance-after-deadly-shipwreck-off-lesvos-coast/
https://greekcitytimes.com/2025/10/05/migrant-boat-sinks-lesvos-2025/
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/67522/two-die-as-over-80-people-are-rescued-in-two-separate-operations-in-greek-waters
https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/1283856/67-migrants-rescued-off-gavdos/
https://thearabweekly.com/smugglers-open-new-migration-route-eastern-libya-greece
https://www.ekathimerini.com/politics/foreign-policy/1273875/two-greek-frigates-began-patrols-south-of-crete/#:~:text=Two%20Greek%20frigates%20began%20patrolling%20south%20of%20Crete%20%7C%20eKathimerini.com.
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/65755/greece-approves-a-threemonth-suspension-of-asylum-claims
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/65755/greece-approves-a-threemonth-suspension-of-asylum-claims

NATIONAL NEWS

Q Ontario

YWCA Hamilton new
support hub for GBV victims

Opened on September 25th of this year, the YWCA
Hamilton has a new support hub for those
experiencing gender-based and intimate partner
violence. The hub is located at 21 Hunter St E, unit 103
and those in need of services can walk in from 9-
5pm, Monday-Friday or call 905.645.0271. The goal
of this new space is to bring various organizations
under one roof, in an attempt to fill the gap in
Hamilton’s available services.

The interim director hopes survivors can be
supported at the hub no matter their stage in the
journey as the hub will focus on early intervention
and prevention. Specialized support services for
Indigenous, newcomer and immigrant women, as
well as gender-diverse people will be offered.

Find out more here.

How Sault Ste. Marie and
Sudbury police are
handling rise in IPV

New approaches have been adopted by northern
Ontario cities Sault Ste Marie and Greater Sudbury
to tackle the rise in intimate partner violence (IPV) in
order to help reach victims sooner and support
them through the justice process.

One year ago, Sault Ste. Marie Police started
following up with IPV-related complaints, following
the murder of Angie Sweeney by former intimate
partners in October of 2023. Call backs aim to help
with things like safety planning, relocating
somewhere safer or getting victims in contact with
other agencies. Compared to last year, Sault Ste.
Marie Police noticed an approximate 6 percent
increase in calls related to IPV from January to
August of 2025.

In 2024, Greater Sudbury Police responded to almost
3,000 IPV-related calls, which marked a 40 percent
increase from 2023.
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In June of this year, a new dedicated IPV unit has
been launched as a pilot project; this unit is
composed of four officers who have completed
specialized, trauma-informed training. Since its
launch, the unit has responded to more than 200
incidents of IPV that resulted in arrest. Sudbury
hopes this will remain a permanent part of the city’s
services offered to the community.

i
:

Learn more here.

About the author

Sarah Delorme is a 4™ year Honours
Sociology student at Saint Mary’s
University.
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https://www.ywcahamilton.org/safety-and-support-hub/#:~:text=How%20to%20access%20services%3F%C2%A0
https://www.ywcahamilton.org/safety-and-support-hub/#:~:text=How%20to%20access%20services%3F%C2%A0
tel:905.645.0271
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/sudbury/intimate-partner-violence-police-pilot-projects-9.6948677

COMMUNITY RESOURCES: ONTARIO

Across Ontario

Free Legal Advice and Restraining Orders for
Survivors of Human Trafficking - Ontario Ministry of

the Attorney General: a team of lawyers through the
Ontario Ministry of Justice are available to provide free,
confidential advice and support in applying for human
trafficking restraining orders to victims/survivors of
human trafficking of all ages in Ontario, even if the
trafficking occurred outside of the province. To be
connected to the legal team directly, call the
Canadian Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-833-900-1010

Ontario Victim Services: works to ensure that
victims of crime are treated with respect and
receive the information and services they
need in the communities where they live.
Services are available in communities across
Ontario. To connect with your local Victim
Services program, call: 1-888-579-2888

Assaulted Women's Helpline: provides crisis counselling,
safety planning, emotional support, information and
referrals 7 days a week, 365 days a year to all women in
Ontario who have experienced any form of abuse. To call
the 24/7 crisis counselling line, phone: 1-866-863-0511.
Translation services are available.

Eastern Ontario

Immigrant Women'’s
Services of Ottawa: exists to
provide immigrant and
racialized women and their
families in the City of Ottawa
and the surrounding area
with the supports and tools to
achieve their full potential as
members of Canadian
society and participate in the
elimination of all forms of
abuse against women and
children.

Sakeenah Canada: is a national
charitable organization that was
founded in 2018 in response to a gap
in culturally and religiously sensitive
services available for Muslim women
and children facing domestic violence
and homelessness. They have 8
transitional housing shelters for
Muslim women in Toronto, Brampton,
Ottawa, and London.

Sexual Assault/Domestic Violence Treatment

Centres: there are 37 hospital-based sexual
assault and domestic violence treatment
centres, which provide care and support to
victims/survivors of sexual assault/domestic
violence. To find the treatment centre closest to

you, call: 1-855-NAV-SADV (628-7238).

Ottawa Community Immigrant
Services Organization (OCISO):
supports immigrants through
the journey of making Canada
their home by providing creative
and responsive programs that
are culturally and linguistically
appropriate, by building
community through mutual
respect and partnerships, and
by fostering healthy and
inclusive spaces for open
dialogue and healing

Fem'aide: is a 24/7 crisis counselling
line for French-speaking women in
Ontario who have experienced any
form of violence. For support,
contact: 1-877-336-2433.

Voice Found: is
dedicated to
supporting survivors
of human trafficking,
child sexual abuse,
and sexual
exploitation.
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https://www.ontario.ca/page/free-legal-support-survivors-human-trafficking.
https://www.ontario.ca/page/free-legal-support-survivors-human-trafficking.
https://www.ontario.ca/page/free-legal-support-survivors-human-trafficking.
https://sakeenahcanada.com/about/
https://victimsupportdirectory.ca/
https://www.sadvtreatmentcentres.ca/get-helpxmap.html
https://www.sadvtreatmentcentres.ca/get-helpxmap.html
https://immigrantwomenservices.com/
https://immigrantwomenservices.com/
https://www.voicefound.ca/mission
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COMMUNITY RESOURCES: ONTARIO

Eastern Ontario (cont.)

Sexual Assault Support Centre
of Ottawa: supports women
who are victims/survivors of
sexual violence. The “Women
and War” program provides
support to women from a war
zone, though all immigrant
women who have experienced
violence are welcome

Sexual Assault Support Services
Stormont, Dundas, Glengarry &
Akwesasne: services are offered in the
counties of Stormont, Dundas and
Glengarry and Akwesasne to all women
16 years of age and older, who are
survivors of sexual violence at any point
of their lives.

Quinte Immigration Services: will assist newcomers
isolated by cultural and language barriers in the Quinte
region through the process of orientation and
settlement while encouraging public respect for the
diversity of immigrants, the promotion and recognition
of the value of racial and cultural differences, and the
facilitation of integration and participation of
newcomers into the social, economic and cultural
aspects of the community.

Le Réseau de soutien a I'immigration
francophone: through consultation, planning and
the promotion of partnerships and immigration
initiatives between stakeholders from different
sectors in the Eastern Ontario region, the Network
aims to promote the successful attraction,
reception, settlement and socio-economic
integration of French-speaking newcomers.

Immigrant Services
Kingston and Area:
provides settlement
services to
newcomers in the
Kingston area.

Sexual Assault Centre

for Quinte and District:

provides support for
victims/survivors of
sexual assault in the
Quinte area.

Sexual Assault Centre Kingston:
provides free, confidential, non-
judgmental support for all survivors of
sexual assault 12+ regardless of gender
or identity of recent and/or historic
sexual violence in Kingston, Frontenac,

Lennox & Addington (KFL&A).

Greater Toronto Area

Durham Rape Crisis Centre:
provide support services to
recent as well as historical
survivors of sexual assault, sexual
harassment, and childhood
sexual abuse and their families.

Centre for Immigrant and
Community Services:
provides a range of
services to newcomers in
the Greater Toronto Area
and York Region.

Durham Immigrant
Services: provides
settlement services to
newcomers across
Durham Region.

FCJ Refugee Centre: serves refugees and others at
risk due to their immigration status, and welcomes
anyone asking for advice, counsel and support
regarding these issues. Offers a designated anti-
trafficking program specifically for migrants who
are victims/survivors of human trafficking.

Toronto Rape Crisis Centre: aims to
provide anti-oppressive, feminist peer
support to survivors of sexual violence, of
all genders and identities, through
counselling, group support, education,
advocacy, and activism.



https://sascottawa.com/services/womenandwar/
https://sascottawa.com/services/womenandwar/
https://www.quinteimmigration.ca/
https://www.sassforwomen.ca/
https://www.sassforwomen.ca/
https://www.sassforwomen.ca/
https://rsifeo.org/le-reseau/notre-mandat/
https://rsifeo.org/le-reseau/notre-mandat/
https://kchc.ca/programs/immigrant-services/
https://kchc.ca/programs/immigrant-services/
https://www.sackingston.com/
https://www.sacqd.com/
https://www.sacqd.com/
https://www.durhamimmigration.ca/en/moving-to-durham-region/welcome-centre-immigrant-services.aspx
https://www.durhamimmigration.ca/en/moving-to-durham-region/welcome-centre-immigrant-services.aspx
https://drcc.ca/
https://www.cicscanada.com/en/
https://www.cicscanada.com/en/
https://www.fcjrefugeecentre.org/human-trafficking/
https://trccmwar.ca/

COMMUNITY RESOURCES: ONTARIO

Greater Toronto Area (cont.)

Riverdale Immigrant Women'’s Centre: is a IWHC: offers free sexual/reproductive
community based registered charity founded with health clinical services, information and
a mission to empower racialized, immigrant and outreach to all genders for a wide range
refugee women and their families. Also offers a of sexual health issues with a

Violence Against Women and Children program. multilingual, all-female staff.

South-West Ontario

Immigrant Services Guelph- Guelph-Wellington Women in Crisis: is a diverse, inclusive,
Wellington: provides a range of feminist community-based organization providing safety,
settlement support services to advocacy, prevention, education, and support for women
newcomers in the Guelph- and gender-diverse people impacted by violence.
Wellington region.

Kitchener-Waterloo Sexual Assault SAVIS of Halton: provides free,
Multicultural Centre: Support Centre of confidential, and non-

provides a range of Waterloo: provides a judgmental 24 hour support to
settlement, interpretation, range of support to all survivors of violence including
and translation services to survivors of sexual female-identified, male-
newcomers in the violence in the identified, and members of the
Kitchener-Waterloo region. Waterloo region. transgender community.

Immigrants Working Centre: Sexual Assault Centre (Hamilton and Area): is a feminist,

provides settlement services non-profit, community-based organization that provides

to newcomers in Hamilton. supports to people who have experienced sexualized violence
at any point in their lives. Offers an outreach program for
diverse women, including immigrant and refugee women.

Niagara Sexual

Assault Centre: London InterCommunity Health Centre -
responds to the needs Niagara: Women of the World Program: a program
of survivors of sexual provides a offered to immigrant and newcomer
violence and through range of women. It's three main objectives are:

PUb”C education settlement reducing barriers that women face through
Increases . services to the process of integration; increasing
understanding and newcomers in immigrant women'’s experiences of inclusion
awareness of se‘xual the Niagara and support; and, building leadership
assault-related issues. region. capacity for immigrant women.
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https://riwc.ca/vaw-program/
https://iwhctoronto.com/clinical-services/
https://is-gw.ca/contact-us/staff-directory/
https://is-gw.ca/contact-us/staff-directory/
https://gwwomenincrisis.org/about/who-we-are/
https://kwmulticultural.ca/home/#programs
https://kwmulticultural.ca/home/#programs
https://www.sascwr.org/ourmission.html
https://www.sascwr.org/ourmission.html
https://www.sascwr.org/ourmission.html
https://www.savisofhalton.org/
https://iwchamilton.ca/
https://sacha.ca/services/dcop
https://bridgesniagara.ca/
https://bridgesniagara.ca/
https://www.niagarasexualassaultcentre.com/about
https://www.niagarasexualassaultcentre.com/about
https://lihc.on.ca/programs/women-of-the-world-wow/
https://lihc.on.ca/programs/women-of-the-world-wow/

South-West Ontario (cont.)

ANOVA: provides
support to survivors of
sexual assault/domestic
violence in London and
surrounding areas.

LUSO Community
Services: provides a range
of settlement services to
newcomers in London and
surrounding areas.

YMCA of Southwestern Ontario - Newcomer Settlement
Program: provides information and referrals to partnering
organizations to help newcomers with settlement needs,
such as housing, health, legal services, finances, and
employment and education support in the Sarnia area.

The Windsor Women Working with Immigrant Women:
provides women-centred support to newcomer women
and their families to become full participating members of
Canadian society where they are empowered to determine
the direction of their lives and advocate for themselves,
their families and their community with dignity and pride.

YMCA of Owen Sound Grey-Bruce: provides settlement
and language services to newcomers in Grey and Bruce
counties.

Central Ontario

COMMUNITY RESOURCES: ONTARIO

Sexual Assault Survivors’
Centre Sarnia-Lambton:
provides client-focused
counselling to women, men and
all members of the LGBTQ+
community, over the age of 12.

Sexual Assault Crisis Centre of
Essex Count: provides support for
all victims of sexual violence
through crisis intervention and
counselling, advocating for those
harmed by sexual violence,
promoting social change through
education and advancing social
equality.

The Women's Centre Grey
Bruce: secure shelter, crisis
intervention, safety planning,
counselling and transition
services for women, children
and youth affected by abuse in
Grey and Bruce Counties.

Huron Transition Homes: provides shelter and support

YMCA of Simcoe/Muskoka -
Immigrant Services: ensures
eligible newcomers to Canada
receive appropriate English
language training and settlement
services including assessment of
needs, orientation, information
and referral, and labour market

to abused women and their children, counselling to
women survivors of sexual assault, and socioeconomic
opportunities through social enterprise.

Muskoka Parry Sound Sexual Assault

information in order to feel
welcomed in the community and
to participate socially, culturally
and economically.

Services: provides support to survivors of
sexual violence in Muskoka/Parry Sound
and surrounding areas.
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https://www.lusocentre.org/newcomer-immigrant-services
https://www.lusocentre.org/newcomer-immigrant-services
https://www.anovafuture.org/
https://www.thecentresarnia.ca/support/restoration-support
https://www.thecentresarnia.ca/support/restoration-support
https://www.agefriendlysarnialambton.ca/Services/Display/189860/Newcomer_Settlement_Program_NSP?src=cat
https://www.agefriendlysarnialambton.ca/Services/Display/189860/Newcomer_Settlement_Program_NSP?src=cat
https://www.wwwwiw.org/organization/
https://saccwindsor.net/
https://saccwindsor.net/
http://www.ymcaowensound.on.ca/community-initiatives/settlement-language-services-programs/
https://www.thewomenscentre.org/aboutus
https://www.thewomenscentre.org/aboutus
https://www.ymcaofsimcoemuskoka.ca/immigrant-services-2/
https://www.ymcaofsimcoemuskoka.ca/immigrant-services-2/
https://huroniatransitionhomes.ca/about
https://www.mpssas.org/about1
https://www.mpssas.org/about1

COMMUNITY RESOURCES: ONTARIO

Central Ontario (cont.)

Kawartha Lakes and
Haliburton Integrated
Immigrants Association:
provides settlement,
employment, and literacy and
language support to
newcomers in the Kawartha
Lakes and Haliburton area.

Northern Ontario

Timmins and Area
Women in Crisis: assists
women who have
experienced any form
of violence or abuse in
the Timmins area.

Sault Community Centre:
offers services and
solutions-based counselling
for newcomers seeking
settlement and
employment support in Salt
St. Marie.

Kenora Sexual Assault Centre:
provides 24h crisis intervention,

emergency transportation, personal

support, advocacy, practical

New Canadians Centre
- Peterborough:
provides a range of
settlement services
and support to
newcomers in the
Peterborough and
Cobourg areas.

Northeastern Multicultural
Centre Immigrant
Settlement Services: serving
the settlement needs of
newcomers to Canada in the
districts of Parry Sound,
Nipissing, Temiskaming
Shores, and Cochrane.

YMCA of Northeastern
Ontario: provides
settlement support to
newcomers in the
Greater Sudbury Area.

Sioux Lookout Sexual
Assault and Counselling

Kawartha Sexual Assault
Centre: provides healing,
safety, and support to those
affected by sexual violence
and harm, and aims to end
sexual violence through
prevention education within
our communities.

Amelia Rising - Sexual
Violence Support Centre:
provides free, completely
confidential support for
people 12 years of age and
older who have experienced
sexual or gender-based
violence in the Nipissing
district.

Voices for Women - Sudbury Sexual
Assault Centre: a free, community
based, service for women (self-
identified) in Sudbury who have
experienced sexual violence.

Faye Peterson House -
Sexual Violence Crisis

Centre: provides
counselling, crisis

Services & Supports:
provides therapy and

intervention, advocacy,
and public education to
survivors of sexual assault
in Sioux Lookout and
surrounding areas.

assistance and safety planning (e.g.
meals, transportation and
emergency accommodation) to
female victims/survivors of sexual
assault in the Kenora District.

counselling, crisis support,
and health services to
survivors of sexual violence
in Thunder Bay and
surrounding areas.

Thunder Bay Multicultural Centre: facilitates newcomer
settlement, promotes multiculturalism and helps
eliminate racism in our region through a full suite of
services, community engagement and development and
positive social equity framework.

About the contributor
Laura Aguiar is a first year
Masters of Sociology student
at the University of Guelph.
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https://klhiisa.org/
https://klhiisa.org/
https://klhiisa.org/
https://nccpeterborough.ca/
https://nccpeterborough.ca/
https://kawarthasexualassaultcentre.com/
https://kawarthasexualassaultcentre.com/
https://neomulticulturalcentre.ca/about-us/
https://neomulticulturalcentre.ca/about-us/
https://neomulticulturalcentre.ca/about-us/
https://www.ameliarising.ca/who-we-are/
https://www.ameliarising.ca/who-we-are/
https://www.tawc.ca/vision-mission-and-values/?v=3e8d115eb4b3
https://www.tawc.ca/vision-mission-and-values/?v=3e8d115eb4b3
https://www.ymcaneo.ca/immigrant-services/
https://www.ymcaneo.ca/immigrant-services/
https://www.voicesforwomen.ca/contact
https://www.voicesforwomen.ca/contact
https://saultcareercentre.ca/settlement-services/
https://www.thunderbay.org/about-tbma
https://www.kenorasexualassaultcentre.ca/index.php/about/protocol
http://www.fsws.ca/slsac
http://www.fsws.ca/slsac
http://www.fsws.ca/slsac
https://fayepeterson.org/crisis-other-supports/
https://fayepeterson.org/crisis-other-supports/
https://fayepeterson.org/crisis-other-supports/

COMMUNITY RESOURCE HIGHLIGHT

The Canadian Femicide Observatory for Justice and
Accountability (CFOJA) is a civil society, grassroots,
feminist-led initiative that seeks social change to
empower girls and women and to promote sex and
gender equality (see: https://femicideincanada.ca/).
Preventing male violence against women and girls
needs to occur if social change is to be achieved and
the well-being of all Canadians ensured. The CFOJA
was launched on December 6, 2017, Canada’s
National Day of Remembrance and Action on
Violence Against Women which commemorates the
mass femicide which abruptly ended the lives of 14
women on December 6, 1989. It builds on the history
and of the femicide movement locally (see:
https://femicideincanada.ca/what-is-
femicide/femicide-in-the-canadian-context/) and
globally (see: https://femicideincanada.ca/what-is-
femicide/history/).

The CFOJA is a web-based research and information
centre which conducts, mobilizes, exchanges, and
promotes research and knowledge to prevent
femicide and other forms of male violence against
women and girls in Canada and globally. There is
increasing international recognition that the killing of
women and girls is perpetuated and maintained by
the attitudes and/or actions, or lack of actions, not
only by individuals, but also by communities,
organizations, institutions, and governments. As such,
adopting the public health approach to femicide
prevention (see:
https://femicideincanada.ca/prevention/) and
underscoring the importance of primary prevention —
increasing professional and public education and
awareness — social media is a key mechanism used
by the CFOJA to work toward social change (see:
https://femicideincanada.ca/prevention/social-

media/).

Canadian Femicide Observatory
for Justice and Accountability

(@ Canadian Femicide Observatory for Justice and Accountability

Observatoire canadien du fémicide pour la justice et la responsabilisation

#CallltFemicide

s
.

# cestunfémicide

femicideincanada.ca

Other related goals of the CFOJA are to bring a
visible, national focus to femicide by:

e Documenting femicide cases as they occur in
Canada, which begins by documenting the
killings of all women and girls and working to
identify those which occurred because of their
sex or gender (for more, see:
https://femicideincanada.ca/what-is-
femicide/defining-and-measuring-femicide/).

e |dentifying legislation, policies, and practices in
social and state responses to femicide which
perpetuate and maintain social structures and
gender inequalities that are conducive to, or
help facilitate, the perpetration of femicide.

e Documenting social and state responses to
femicide which may further increase the
vulnerability and marginalization of some
groups of girls and women due to varying and
combined social identities (e.g., Indigeneity,
roce/ethnicity, culture, age, sexuality, religion,
disability, poverty, geography and so on)
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https://femicideincanada.ca/what-is-femicide/femicide-in-the-canadian-context/
https://femicideincanada.ca/what-is-femicide/history/
https://femicideincanada.ca/what-is-femicide/history/
https://femicideincanada.ca/prevention/
https://femicideincanada.ca/prevention/social-media/
https://femicideincanada.ca/prevention/social-media/
https://femicideincanada.ca/what-is-femicide/defining-and-measuring-femicide/
https://femicideincanada.ca/what-is-femicide/defining-and-measuring-femicide/

COMMUNITY RESOURCE HIGHLIGHT

( ' Canadian Femicide Observatory for Justice and Accountability
NS / Observatoire canadien du fémicide pour la justice et la responsabilisation

e Highlighting and examining the attitudes, stereotypes, and biases that support the varying social and
state responses documented.

e Facilitating the exchange of information, reliable data, and current knowledge that can advance
legislative, policy and program change on issues related to the prevention of femicide in Canada at the
local, regional, provincial/territorial, and/or national levels.

e Monitoring emerging issues and trends as they relate to femicide and violence against women more
generally.

¢ Providing user-friendly, accessible, and reliable information, resources and research on femicide.

e Acting as a knowledge broker for researchers, professionals, policymakers, media, and the public in
Canada and globally.

The CFOJA research team is supported by a passionate and committed interdisciplinary, multi-sectoral
expert advisory panel with representation from various groups and regions across the country (see:
https://femicideincanada.ca/aboutus/expertpanel/) and a primarily student-driven research team (see:
https://femicideincanada.ca/aboutus/research-team/) led by the CFOJA Director, Myrna Dawson, a
professor of sociology at the University of Guelph.

For more on CFOJA research, please visit:
https://femicideincanada.ca/cfoja-research/.
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