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WELCOME
Welcome to our Newsletter 10. Here you can find all
about the GBV-MIG project updates (p. 1 and p. 2),
the most recent news on the impacts of Ukraine
War on women and girls (p. 3), some community
news (p. 4), and recruitment posters in different
languages (p. 5-13).
Subscribe to our seasonal newsletter to keep up

with our project findings and reflections; news of
the project; research team members; reports and
publications; outstanding practices; and resources
about GBV and migrants /refugees.

NEWS ABOUT OUR PROJECT
Evie Tastsoglou and Lori Wilkinson completed an invited chapter , based on the GBV-MIG
project data, entitled "Gender-Based Violence and Citizenship in a Migration Context" .
The book's editor is Mary Romero and Reshawna Chapple and the title of the volume is
"Research Handbook on Intersectionality" published by Elgar.
In addition, the GBV-MIG project was presented in the Canadian Sociological
Association conference on May 17th at the panel Gender and the Continuum of Violence
in Migration organized by Evangelia Tastsoglou, Pallabi Bhattacharyya, and Cathy

Holtmann. The GBV-MIG team's presentation was titled: A Journey from “Victimization”
to “Re-Victimization” Among Women Migrating to Canada – Continuity of GenderBased Violence across Borders (Pallabi Bhattacharyya, Evangelia Tastsoglou, and Cathy

Holtmann). Three GBV-MIG papers from various country specific teams were presented
in this session overall. The research team is very thankful to the immigrant and refugee
women, the service providers and other key informants, as well as all the team members
for their respective contributions in these projects.
We are also continuing recruitment of migrant and refugee women survivors of GBV as
well as with the frontline workers. Recruitment posters can be found at the end of this
newsletter. If you have any contacts and or are willing to participate in this study, please
contact our postdoctoral fellow, Pallabi Bhattacharyya (email:
pallabi.bhattacharyya@smu.ca)

For more information on our project please visit our website.

MORE NEWS ABOUT
THE GBV-MIG PROJECT
We are delighted to announce that one of our
GBV-MIG research team members, Dr. Lori
Wilkinson have been selected as the Canada
Research Chair IN MIGRATION FUTURES,
TIER 1.

Dr. Wilkinson’s research as a public sociologist
is profoundly integrated with the
communities with which she works, and her
results have demonstrable, significant impact
both within the academy and far beyond. As a
photo: mcvicontreleviol.org.
founder of Immigration Research West, she
has undertaken significant research on the
settlement experiences of immigrants and
refugees. Some of these findings have been
used to change national immigration policies,
inform governments internationally, and have
helped introduce new programing in the
immigration community.
VISIT HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION

FIRST BOOK
We are thrilled to announce that our
first book , Gender-Based Violence
in Migration: Interdisciplinary,
Feminist and Intersectional
Approaches (Palgrave-Macmillan) by

J. Freedman, N. Sahraoui, E.
Tastsoglou is coming out in the Fall
of 2022. The book features the work
of the country-specific research
teams, including one chapter by the
Canadian team. Recently, this book
presentation was made by Evie
Tastsoglou and Jane Freedman at
the ESA RN33 meetings (European
Sociological Association, Research
Network 33 - Women and Gender
Studies, Milano 13-14 June 2022).
For more information on our
project please visit our website.

WAR IN UKRAINE
A crisis for women and girls
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UN Women

Ukrainian Refugees

Women and girls are
specially impacted, as social
cohesion, community
security, and access to social
services are restricted.

It is estimated that 90% of
the millions of people who
have fled Ukraine are
women and children.
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Huge numbers of women
and girls have suffered
conflict-related sexual
violence by invading
soldiers.
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Risks of Human
Trafficking
UNHCR recognizes that
due to the gender profile
of Ukrainian Refugee influx
and the fact that many
children have fled alone,
the risks of gender-based
violence, trafficking, abuse,
psychological trauma and
family separation are now
greater. UNHCR warns
refugees on the risks of
predators who may
attempt to exploit their
vulnerability.

Gender-Based Violence

UN Women Rapid Gender Analysis (RGA)
The key findings show that while women are at the forefront of the
humanitarian response, they are not fully involved in decisionmaking. In addition, the impacts of war are disproportionate to
internally displaced people and marginalized groups such as
female-headed households, the Roma community, persons with
disabilities and LGBTQIA+ people. In other words, the crisis is
largely exacerbating pre-existing gender and intersectional
inequalities and discrimination. Incidents of gender-based
violence, particularly domestic violence and conflict-related sexual
violence, are increasing, but the required support and services for
survivors are not adequate.

Women Soldiers
In the resistance against the Russian invasion,
Ukrainian women played crucial roles, such as,
soldiers.

As of 2018, Ukrainian women have the same legal status as
men in the military. Recently, women make nearly 25% of
the armed forces.

COMMUNITY NEWS
ISANS IMMIGRANT WOMEN
PITCH COMPETITION
ISANS continues their commitment in
empowering women entrepreneur across
Nova Scotia. This competition facilitates
networking opportunities, fosters
community support, and helps
entrepreneurs polish their presentation
skills.
FIND OUT MORE HERE

MIGRANT WOMEN CONTINUE
TO FACE ABORTION ACCESS
BARRIERS
Migrant women in Canada face profound barriers
in accessing healthcare, especially when it comes
to abortion. It is common to hide the pregnancy,
for fear of getting fired or not being hired in the
next season. Many women live on their employers'
property in the rural areas, where access to
abortion is already scarce. Limitations such as
transportation and it costs, language barrier, and
fear of losing one's job make it difficult to access
the Healthcare System.
FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE HERE

AMERICAS SUMMIT ENDS
WITH IMMIGRATION DEAL
On June 10th, twenty countries in the
Americas, including Canada, signed the Los
Angeles Declaration committing to help and
protect all migrants, refugees, asylumseekers and stateless persons. Canada
commits $27M and includes a promise to
welcome 4,000 more migrants from Latin
America by 2028.
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UK PLANS TO SEND
REFUGEES TO RWANDA
On June 14th, The European Court of
Human Rights (ECHR) halted the inaugural
flight of a controversial UK Government
scheme.
The UK government released their “UK and
Rwanda migration and economic
development partnership” in April as the
“World's first partnership to tackle global
migration crisis”. The proposal has led to
recriminations from human rights groups
and advocacy groups had initiated multiple
legal challenges to stop the plane. Experts
- from activists to politicians - have argued
that this plan is a 21st-century imperialism
as richer countries are furthering their own
geopolitical interests when sending
refugees to low-income countries.
Despite all controversies, Britain is
continuing to move ahead with the Rwanda
deportation plan.
UNHCR remains firmly opposed to these
arrangements, describing them as shifting
asylum responsibilities and evading
international obligations that are contrary
to the letter and spirit of the Refugee
Convention.

FIND OUT MORE HERE
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