POLICY RESPONSES

FROM CANADA

Our analysis clearly shows that policy
and legislative frameworks may
make migrant and refugee women
more vulnerable to Gender-Based
Violence.

The persistence and normalization of
gender inequality masks the
problem of GBV. People believe that
GBV service providers are "making a
big deal out of nothing." GBV
survivors are stigmatized and
blamed for their situations. Public
perceptions and policy responses
tend to individualize a structural
problem.

Some policy and practice changes in
the right direction are: recent
legislative changes in the Divorce
Act; new policies on subsidized
housing; and student grants and
loans for permanent residents.
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POLICY

RECOMMENDATIONS

>

Expand pre-arrival settlement
services, including full information on
GBV, Canadian law, rights,
entitlements and responsibilities
associated with the legal status
under which spouses come into
Canada. Such information should be
provided through user-friendly,
modern, accessible and up-to-date
media in the languages understood
by couples.

Fund and promote culturally-
sensitive GBV resources and support
services (e.g., public health-care
providers, settlement service
providers) post-arrival for both
permanent residents and women
with precarious immigration status.

Broaden government public
education campaigns - in multiple
languages and through a variety of
community venues - about GBV and
the rights and resources available to
all survivors of GBYV, regardless of
their immigration status.

Enhance service providers'
knowledge of existing resources and
organizations.

GOOD PRACTICES

@ Intersectional approaches to gender!

@ Recognizing the structural roots of
GBV!

@ Including economic and psychological
abuse!

@ Avoiding myths, stereotypes and
incorrect assumptions about whom
GBYV affects and how victims are

supposed to present themselves! WHO IS HELPING SURVIVORS?

@ Trauma-informed process for refugee
status determination! Canadlan Councll Consell canadien
@ for Refugees pour les réfugiés

@ Trauma impacts and distorts memory
and behaviour and this needs to be

understood by decision-makers! Barbra Schlifer HallfaX l.'
Commemorative Clinic Refugee

Freedom From Violence.

Ontario Ceuncil of Agencies Serving Immigrants

And many other settlement agencies across
Canada are some of the voices leading public
¢ conversations concerning the impacts of
fpat’  *, Canadian immigration policies on migrant

) ' ‘ women survivors of IPV.


https://www.schliferclinic.com/
https://ocasi.org/
https://halifaxrefugeeclinic.org/
https://www.ccrweb.ca/en

