
 

FORGING NEW PATHS 

“Thank you for your help 

on such short notice last 

month as I prepared for my 

micro-economics exam. 

Thanks to your efforts,  I 

was very well prepared  

and earned an A- for the 

course.  I really do          

appreciate your help.” 

- Saint Mary’s student 
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Helping Saint Mary’s faculty and students succeed as teachers and   
learners is what we do best.  We are always pursuing new ways to help  
us achieve that goal. So our services, collections and study spaces are 
constantly evolving, consistent with... 

Our Mission 

Through the provision of excellent services and resources, we support the 
academic mission of the University by fostering an environment that stim-
ulates teaching, learning and research.   

Our Vision 

As an integrated, user focused organization, we continuously work to im-
prove our resources and services. 

Patrick Power Library Annual Report 2016 
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Spotlight On: Reference & Research Services 
 

Assignments Database - As Faculty alert us to the assignments they’re giving to 

their students or as students come to us asking for help, we make the details of 

these assignments available internally to ensure all staff at the Research Help 

Desk are well prepared to provide the best support possible. This year, staff    

migrated this service to an organized set of internal webpages (LibGuides). 

Reference Collection - A previous consolidation of the Reference Collection left a 

subset of Indexes and bibliographies still to be analyzed more completely. The 

project to assess each title to determine if they may appropriately be replaced with 

online content is well under way with decisions made on several titles.  The Refer-

ence Collection includes titles that are updated regularly. 

Government Documents - A project to streamline our government print collec-

tions was begun. This will determine which items are uniquely available at Saint 

Mary’s vs. those available online or within our local network.  Government online 

resources have been made more easily accessible for our community due to the 

work of our staff in creating separate subject guides for municipal, provincial and 

federal documents. 

Staff Training - This is increasingly essential for those who provide research help 

because the tools we use are ever-changing, ever-improving. The focus this year 

was on training related to these resources (e.g. RefWorks, Mergent, Emerald, 

Lexis Nexis) but also on new software being offered campus-wide (Office 365, 

Brightspace, OneNote). 

 

  

 

Community Connections 

 Book Launch - for Citadel On 
Stage, by SMU alumnus Alex 
Boutilier 

 Polling Station - library classroom 
converted to allow public to vote 
in last federal election 

 Info Lit classes - provided to   
Halifax ESL schools and IB    
students from area high schools 

 One Book Nova Scotia - hosted 
talk by local author Darren Greer 

 25,000 Tuques - collected warm 
hats for Syrian refugee families 

 Food For Fines - food and money 
donated to local food bank 
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Information 
Literacy (IL) 

The IL program has become 
a key feature of our efforts to 
connect with students and 
faculty around issues of  
research quality and access. 

Last year our librarians   
provided 129 sessions to 
nearly 4,000 students. 

Other highlights include: 

 Continued work with 
faculty to customize 
information literacy  
instruction to their    
students’ needs. 

 Maintained our        
participation in the             
University’s LEAP    
Program. 

 Cindy Harrigan        
migrated the Research-
Base introductory IL 
assignment from Black-
board to Brightspace. 

 Heather Sanderson has 
been serving on the 
Cross Faculty Working 

Group for Academic 
Literacy, defining the 
new Foundations in 
Higher Learning       
requirement for under-
graduate degrees.  
Heather also prepared a 
number of units on IL 
and academic integrity 
for SMU faculty teach-
ing at BNUZ in China.  

 

Student art gracing the Library’s walls 

E-books and More E-books 
 

It took more than a century to build the Library’s print book collection. 

It has taken about 5 years for us to make about the same number of titles        

available online.  Yes, we now have more than 300,000 of each!  Paper or elec-

tronic, our users can choose their preferred format.  And the flood of e-books 

shows no sign of abating. 

 

We can now boast of offering  these significant collections: 
 

 ACLS Humanities E-Books 

 Cambridge / Oxford University Press, Taylor and Francis, E-books 

 Canadian Directories (Grey House Publishing, Des Libris E-books 

 Canadian Public Documents Collection (Des Libris E-books 

 Ebrary E-books 

 EBSCO E-books / Netlibrary 

 Elsevier Scholarly and Reference E-books 

 Science Direct (Elsevier) E-reference books 

 Springer E-books 

 Wiley E-books 
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Many Different Contributions 

 Consolidation of the print journal collection continued in a big way.  A major 
portion of the periodicals were removed to off-site storage and an effective 
retrieval system was put in place. 

 

 Space on the third floor was renovated to provide a home for the University’s 
new Change Lab Action Research Institute (CLARI), scheduled to open in  
the fall of 2016. 

 

 Once again, the Library played host to a delegation from Beijing Normal    
University (BNUZ), Zhuhai, China.  Faculty and administrators were given a 
tour of the facility and  introduced to our Information Literacy program. 

 

 Representatives from Shanghai Lixin University visited the Library for       
information sessions on our resources, services and facilities.  The Library 
was pleased to receive a donation of books from our Chinese guests. 

 

 Librarians provided one-on-one research assistance to students in the Man-
agement PhD Program. 

 

 University Librarian Marie DeYoung and library assistant Simon Bonnell,   
with the help of a cross-campus committee, continued  their  oversight of the 
University’s copyright practices and policies. 

 

 Due to the University’s ever-changing curriculum, library staff contributed      
to 55 New Course Proposals and 7 Program Reviews 

 

 In addition to regular staff, the Library employed 25 Saint Mary’s students. 
 

 University Librarian Marie DeYoung continued as an elected delegate to 

OCLC Global Council and member of Americas Regional Council executive.  
 

 Lou Duggan, Head of Cataloguing and Metadata, was the recipient of the 
Atlantic Provinces Library Association’s Merit Award. 

 

Faculty Author     
Series Continues 
Inaugurated in 2014 as a means of 

recognizing significant publications    

by Saint Mary’s faculty, this series       

enjoyed another successful year.  

The seven events, featuring five Arts 

and two Business faculty, attracted 

appreciative audiences. 

Talks were open  to members of the 

public as well as the university       

community. 

The groundwork has been laid  to   

insure the series’ ongoing popularity. 

 (Poster for one of the Faculty Talks) 

 FACULTY 
AUTHOR 
SERIES 
WEDNESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 10    
@ 3 O’CLOCK 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

DR. TATJANA TAKSEVA, 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

AND WOMEN & 

GENDER STUDIES 

 
JOIN HER FOR A 

DISCUSSION OF  

THE NEW BOOK,  

MOTHERS UNDER 

FIRE: MOTHERING IN 

CONFLICT ZONES 

 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

 

LOCATION: 

Room LI135 
Patrick Power Library 

Saint Mary’s University 

For more information, 
phone 902.420.5198 
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Raising     
Their Profile 

A strong book collection 

has long been a defining 

feature of successful aca-

demic libraries.  But the 

proliferation of online 

sources of information 

and ideas has raised 

questions about the    

centrality of books in    

the lives of student      

researchers. 

In an attempt to remind 

our users of the ongoing, 

unique value of books, 

the Patrick Power Library 

provides: 

 A dedicated space for 

the highlighting of our 

latest acquisitions 

 A “New Books”  page 

on our web site,    

updated monthly 

 Themed displays, 

about 10 per year,   

of titles  from our  

collection 

 A Pinterest page fea-

turing books on a 

wide variety of topics.  

 

 

 

Browsing our newest titles 

Staff Feature… 
Associate University Librarian Peter Webster...  

 Served as co-chair of Research Data Canada. 

 Participated in CAUL-CBUA consortium licensing, making it possible for us to 
license major research databases like Elsevier Science Direct, Wiley and 
Springer at less than half the cost if negotiated independently. 

 Contributed to Canadian Research Knowledge Network (CRKN) negotiations 
around database licenses for Canadian universities. 

 Participated in implementation of the SMU_CV faculty scholarly activity    
management system. 

 Participated in the Saint Mary’s Academic Advisory Committee on Research 
and Instructional Computing (AACRIC), helping to set academic IT priorities. 

 Assisted with the Educause Center for Academic Research (ECAR) Study of 
Undergraduate Use of  Information Technology  2016, for Saint Mary’s     
students.  This helps the university to understand the educational              
technology capabilities, needs and preferences of our student population. 

 Coordinated annual inventory of the 221 scholarly articles  and 24            
monographs published by Saint Mary’s faculty and staff in 2014. 

 Conducted cost per download analysis, cost containment oversight, and   
license management for all scholarly resource databases. 



To Contact Us 

Patrick Power Library 
Saint Mary’s University 
1333 Robie Street 
Halifax, N.S. B3H 3C3 
Tel. 902.420.5544            

 smu.ca/library 

 facebook.com/

patrickpowerlibrary 

 twitter.com/

SMUHfxLibrary 

 pinterest.com/

smulibrary/ 

Social Media 
 

The Patrick Power Library recognizes the value of social media in 
building relationships with Saint Mary’s students, faculty and staff    
and the wider community. 
 
Our users can: 
 

 Read Our Blog 

 Like us on Facebook  

 Follow us on Twitter 

 Visit our Pinterest page  

Library Funding and Usage 2015-16 

  
2010-11 
(5 years) 

2014-15 
(1 year) 2015-16 

% change 2010-11 
to 2015-16 

% change 2014-15 
to 2015-16 

Questions at the Research Help 
Desk 9,967 8,030              7,182  -27.94% -10.56% 

Students taught in Library 
Instruction sessions 3,534 3,206 

              
3,276  -7.3% 2.18% 

Visits to the Library 542,074 887,906          838,192  54.63% -5.6% 

Fulltext Downloads n/a 336,533          325,927  n/a -3.15% 

Interlibrary Loans: Borrowing 1,034 1,319              1,863 80.17% 41.24% 

                              Lending 1,685 1,240              1,886  11.93% 52.1% 

Novanet Express: Borrowing              5,599              2,949               2,484  -55.63% -15.77% 

                              Lending              5,711               3,020               3,044  -46.7% 0.79% 

Total Circulation 87,437 53,698            50,117 -42.68% -6.67% 

Monographs Purchased from acqui-
sitions budget (excludes grants) 6,664 4,836 

              
3,203  -51.94% -33.77% 

Journal Subscriptions Renewed 670 469                 454  -32.24% -3.2% 

Journals as percentage of  
 total acquisitions budget 21.1% 23% 18.9% -10.43% -18.53% 

Electronic Resources as a Percent-
age of total acquisitions budget  36.9% 61.7% 68% 84.28% 10.21% 

Titles added to permanent collection 
(excluding subscription e-books) 7,955 12,405 7,573 -4.8% -38.95% 

E-book Titles added via subscription n/a 137,591 83,764 n/a -39.12% 

Average Cost of Monograph $74.06 $77.00 $92.00 24.22% 19.48% 

Average Cost of Journal $365.01 $487.00 $717.00 96.43% 47.23% 

Acquisitions Budget $1,164,530 $1,489,012 $1,727,025 48.3% 15.98% 

Print volumes purchased per      
student 0.92 0.65 0.49 -46.74% -24.62% 

Print & Electronic volumes          
purchased per student n/a 18.6 13.9 n/a -25.27% 


