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There are nine universities in Canada that offer master’s-level programs providing qualifications in SLP.
For most of these programs, applicants may have a B.A. or B.Sc. in almost any field, as long as they have
completed courses in appropriate areas. The exception is l’Université de Montréal, which specifically
requires a B.Sc. in SLP (orthophonie).
There is considerable variation among programs in the number and specificity of prerequisites listed.
However, at least some background in the following areas is required by most programs, and would be
an asset even in programs that do not explicitly require it:

Linguistics: In general, students wishing to pursue careers in SLP should complete at least Introduction
to Linguistics (LING 1200) and Phonetics (LING 2309).1 Further study in any area of linguistics
would be a definite asset, and the 4000-level Topics in Applied Linguistics courses, which vary
from year to year, often have content of particular relevance.

Psychology: Developmental Psychology (PSYC 1240andPSYC3329), CognitiveNeuroscience (PSYC3310),
Cognitive Psychology (PSYC 3355), andHumanNeuropsychology (PSYC 4410) are of particular rel-
evance to SLP. Of the various statistics options (see below), Psychological Statistics (PSYC 2350)
is a particularly useful choice.

Biology: Background in biology is an asset, and some programs specifically require a course on human
anatomy/physiology (e.g., BIOL 3005).

Statistics: Many programs require an introductory statistics course. Such courses are offered in several
departments at SMU, including Mathematics (MATH 1216, Introduction to Mathematical Statis-
tics), Psychology (PSYC 2350, Psychological Statistics), Biology (BIOL 2308, Biostatistics), and Ge-
ography (GEOG 3326, Statistical Methods for Geographers). Of these, PSYC 2350 is probably the
most relevant for SLP, and GEOG 3326 the least.

Volunteer experience under the supervision of a practising speech-language pathologist is also strongly
recommended, and is explicitly required by some programs.

1French Phonetics (LING 2321 / FREN 3320) would also be useful for students interested in studying and/or working in
French.
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Dalhousie University

MSc in Speech-Language Pathology

Language of instruction: English
URL:http://www.dal.ca/faculty/healthprofessions/human-communication-disorders/programs/
MSc-SLP.html

Prerequisite courses

“Applicants must possess a minimum of a four-year baccalaureate degree from a recognized institution
of higher education. An honours degree is a strong asset.”
“Although there are no specific course prerequisites required for admission, students feel best prepared
to meet the academic challenges of our programs if they have completed at least some courses in the
following areas prior to admission: human biology or physiology, psychology (e.g., developmental, cog-
nitive, perceptual, behavioural, neuropsychology or neuroscience), linguistics or other areas of language
study.”

GPA

“Aminimumof a ‘B+’ average or 3.3 GPA (on a 4.3 point scale) in the last two years of full-time undergrad-
uate studies is required (most recent 20 half credits). However, prospective students should note that
due to the demand for our programs, the average GPA for admitted students is typically 3.5 and higher.”

GRE

“Applicantsmust complete theGRE -General Test (Graduate Record Examination) and have their scores
submitted to SHCD before the application deadline.”

Language proficiency

“Students whose native language is not English will have to prove English proficiency.”

2

http://www.dal.ca/faculty/healthprofessions/human-communication-disorders/programs/MSc-SLP.html
http://www.dal.ca/faculty/healthprofessions/human-communication-disorders/programs/MSc-SLP.html


McGill University

M.Sc.A. in Speech-Language Pathology

Language of instruction: English
URL: http://www.mcgill.ca/scsd/programs/slp/how-apply/course-prerequisites

Prerequisite courses

prerequisite SMU course(s)
Statistics PSYC 2340 & 2350
Linguistics LING 1200 + others
Psychology any of various
Specified course requirements:
Statistics: 6 credit hours (one full-year course or a sequence of two half-year courses)
Linguistics / Psychology / related areas: 18 credit hours, of which at least 6 must be LING, at least 6 must
be PSYC, and no more than 3 can be anything else (neuroscience, physiology, anatomy, or physics)

GPA

minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale)

Language proficiency

“Since English is the primary language of instruction and communication at McGill, applicants must
demonstrate an adequate level of proficiency in English, regardless of citizenship status or country of
origin.”
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University of Alberta

M.Sc. in Speech-Language Pathology

Language of instruction: English
URL:https://rehabilitation.ualberta.ca/departments/communication-sciences-and-disorders/
msc-in-speech-language-pathology/admissions/admission-requirements/pre-requisite-courses

Prerequisite courses

prerequisite SMU course(s)
Statistics PSYC 2350
Child Development / Developmental Psychology PSYC 1240 / 3329
Cognitive Psychology PSYC 3310
Neuroanatomy / Neuropsychology PSYC 4410
Introductory Linguistics LING 1200
Articulatory Phonetics LING 2309
1st Language Acquisition / Child Language Development /
Child Language Acquisition

GPA

minimum GPA of 3.7 (on a 4.0 scale)

GRE

“Students considering applying to the MSc SLP program are required to take the General Test (GRE).”

Language proficiency

“All applicants must demonstrate English language proficiency prior to admission.”
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University of British Columbia

M.Sc. in Speech-Language Pathology

Language of instruction: English
URL: http://www.audiospeech.ubc.ca/why-study-with-us/msc-speech-language

Prerequisite courses

prerequisite SMU course(s)
Phonology LING 2310 / 3310
Syntax LING 2330 / 3330
Speech Science LING 2309
Language Acquisition
Phonetics LING 2309
Developmental Psychology PSYC 1240 / 3329
Cognitive Psychology or Psycholinguistics PSYC 3355
Research Methods PSYC 2340
Neuroanatomy for Audiology and SLP
Introduction to Neurolinguistics
Neuroanatomy for Audiology and SLP and Introduction to Neurolinguistics are offered online by UBC as
AUDI 402 and 403.
It’s not clear whether LING 2309would count as speech science, phonetics, or both. Based onUBC’s own
course descriptions, speech science seemsmore similar to 2309, and their phonetics seems to be amore
advanced course.
“Courses are to be at the upper level (300 or 400) when possible.”

GPA

cumulative average of at least B+ (76%) over the last two years, or a minimum of A− (80%) in at least 12
credit hours at the 300 level or above

Language proficiency

Non-native speakers whose degrees are not from Canadian universities must provide either a TOEFL or
IELTS score or a five-to-ten-minute recorded sample of their speech.

Other

Applicants must have met with or observed practising SLPs and audiologists.

5

http://www.audiospeech.ubc.ca/why-study-with-us/msc-speech-language


University of Toronto

MHSc in Speech-Language Pathology

Language of instruction: English
URL: http://www.slp.utoronto.ca/admissions/prerequisites/
Applications should be sent to ORPAS (http://www.ouac.on.ca/orpas/)

Prerequisite courses

prerequisite SMU course(s)
General linguistics LING 1200
Phonetics LING 2309
Child development PSYC 3329
Statistics… PSYC 2350
…and research methods PSYC 2340
Physiology BIOL 2004 & 3005
Seehttp://www.slp.utoronto.ca/admissions/prerequisites/st-marys-university/ forUofT’s notes
on which SMU courses count. They list a wide range of possibilities, but some of their information may
be out of date; for example, they list LING 2310 as a way of satisfying the phonetic prerequisite, which
presumably dates from before we introduced LING 2309 as a separate course.
U of T measures courses in FCEs rather than credit hours, so their ‘0.5 credit’ is equivalent to 3 credit
hours, and their ‘1 credit’ is equivalent to 6 credit hours.

GPA

Applicants must have “at least a mid-B standing” in the last year (or last five FCEs) of the degree.

Language proficiency

Applicants must have “excellent facility in oral and written English.”

Other

“All applicants to the MHSc degree program must have completed at least 14 hours of supervised expe-
rience in a communication disorders setting in a volunteer, educational, or paid capacity.”
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University of Western Ontario

MCISc in Speech-Language Pathology

Language of instruction: English
URL: http://www.uwo.ca/fhs/csd/programs/slp/index.html
Applications should be sent to ORPAS (http://www.ouac.on.ca/orpas/)

Prerequisite courses

prerequisite SMU course(s)
Developmental psychology or child development PSYC 1240
Introduction to Linguistics LING 1200
Statistics PSYC 2350 / MATH 1216
Human anatomy, human physiology BIOL 3005
Life/Biomedical/General sciences any of several
Social science/Psychology/Linguistics any of several

GPA

a minimum B average in the last 10 FCEs

Language proficiency

“Applicants whose first language is not English require a minimum TOEFL score of 105 on the internet-
based version or 260 on the computer based version or equivalent (i.e. MELAB or IELTS).”

Other

a minimum of 14 hours of clinical volunteer experience
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Université d’Ottawa

M.Sc.S. en orthophonie

Language of instruction: French
URL:http://www.grad.uottawa.ca/Default.aspx?tabid=1727&myControl=SubjectDetails&SubjectId=
85

Applications should be sent to ORPAS (http://www.ouac.on.ca/orpas/)

Prerequisite courses

prerequisite SMU course(s)
3 credits in statistics/quantitative methods PSYC 2350
3 credits in human anatomy / physiology BIOL 3005
3 credits in acoustics / phonetics / speech science LING 2309 / PHYS 2300 (?)
3 credits in phonetics / phonetics and phonology LING 2321 / 2309
3 credits in syntax / morphology / morphosyntax LING 2330 / 3320 / 3330
3 credits in linguistics at an advanced level (preferably seman-
tics, acquisition, bilingualism, neurolinguistics, or psycholin-
guistics)

any of several

3 credits in developmental psychology PSYC 1240 / 3329

GPA

minimum average of B (70%)

Language proficiency

Applicants must be proficient in French.

Other

“Entrevues personnelles : Les candidats jugés admissibles devront passer une entrevue avec les représen-
tants du programme de maîtrise.”
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Université deMontréal

Maîtrise professionnelle en orthophonie (M.P.O.)

Language of instruction: French
URL:http://www.eoa.umontreal.ca/etudes/deuxieme_cycle/maitrise_professionnelle_orthophonie.
html

Prerequisite courses

“De façon générale, vous devez avoir complété le baccalauréat (B.Sc.) en orthophonie à l’Université de
Montréal pour accéder à la maîtrise (M.P.O.).”

B.Sc. spécialisé en orthophonie

Language of instruction: French
URL: http://www.eoa.umontreal.ca/etudes/premier_cycle/bsc_orthophonie.html

Prerequisite courses

Candidates must hold a DEC (diplôme d’études collégiales) or equivalent.

Other

The program is open only to Canadian citizens and permanent residents, or to students funded by a
Canadian or international agency.
An interview may be required.
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Université Laval

Maîtrise en orthophonie (M.Sc.)

Language of instruction: French
URL: http://www.fmed.ulaval.ca/orthophonie

Prerequisite courses

prerequisite SMU course(s)
Fundamentals of phonetics and phonology LING 2309 & 2310
Lexicon and cognitive grammar
Cognitive processes PSYC 1210
Child cognitive development PSYC 3329
Neuroscience and language PSYC 3310
Statistics / quantitative methods PSYC 2350

GPA

Minimum GPA of 3.3 on a 4.33 scale (or equivalent)

Language proficiency

Candidates must complete the Test de français Laval–Montréal (TFLM).

Other

In the selection of candidates, the components of the application are weighted as follows: the academic
record counts for 50%, the autobiographical questionnaire for 20%, and the interview for 30%.
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