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I hope you enjoy the 2019 Saint Mary’s Faculty of 

Arts Newsletter. While many more stories could be 

told, this newsletter highlights some of the most 

notable moments of the 2018-2019 academic year.

As I begin the final year of my term as Dean of Arts, 

it is a pleasure to look back on a year where one 

of the main strengths of our Faculty, community 

engagement, shines through so clearly. Outreach 

to teachers and schools is a common theme. 

Arts professors shared their knowledge with the 

Nova Scotia Social Studies Teachers Association 

(SSTA) conference, which Saint Mary’s has hosted 

for a number of years, but this year Saint Mary’s 

also hosted a Nova Scotia Language Teachers’ 

Professional Development day. You will also read 

stories about our professors working directly with 

school-age children through the provincial Heritage 

Fair and through outreach projects, including a 

program for Mabou high school students. Students 

from Dalbrae Academy received a head start on 

research skills by working with some of our top 

researchers.

Community engagement locally and globally is 

key to many research endeavours in our Faculty. 

With several university and community partners, 

our professors are addressing some of society’s 

most pressing challenges, such as violence against 

women migrants and refugees or the future of carbon 

and climate change politics. Our professors have 

won prestigious prizes for their achievements and 

have received major research funding for projects 

ranging in topic from transatlantic migration in the 

18th and 19th centuries, to archaeological research 

on Roman villas, to the restoration of salt water 

marshes in the Maritimes. There have been new 

     Dean’s 

Message

Dr. Margaret MacDonald

books featured here, but there have been many 

other articles and essays and countless papers 

delivered at national and international conferences. 

The Faculty of Arts also organized many notable 

conferences and events that form part of the year 

in review. In collaboration with the Department 

of Political Science, we hosted, for the first time, 

a public panel as part the Halifax International 

Security Forum where various experts debated the 

role of today’s international institutions such as the 

United Nations and NATO. 

This newsletter also tells the stories of our talented 

students and of the increasing opportunities for 

experiential learning and intercultural understanding. 

With respect to curriculum, our diverse student body 

is welcoming the flexibility of the new Intercultural 

Studies Program offered by the Department of 

Modern Languages and Classics. You will also read 

about the increasing international opportunities 

through field schools and exchanges, with many 

of our alumni now looking back at these formative 

experiences. A highlight of the accomplishments of 

our international students was the first graduation 

of students participating in a unique partnership 

program between Saint Mary’s University and 

Beijing Normal University (Zhuhai).

2018-2019 was a remarkable year and I look forward 

to even better things to come in 2019-2020.
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Year in Review
Here are just a few highlights from a memorable 2018-2019 in the Faculty of Arts. 

Visit SMUArts.ca for more stories.

For African Heritage Month, a special exhibit and 

public panel talk focused on Nova Scotia and 

South Africa to explore intersections in Black 

freedom struggles and racial apartheid. Guest 

speakers in the Feb. 12 panel event were Regina 

James of the East Preston Empowerment 

Academy; SMU graduate Francesca Ekwuyasi, 

a Nigerian researcher and filmmaker; and Dr. 

Lynn Jones of the Global Afrikan Congress, 

who spoke about being an election observer for 

the 1994 South African Presidential election of 

Nelson Mandela.

The exhibit in the Patrick Power Library featured 

materials from the Lynn Jones African-Canadian and Diaspora Heritage Collection in the Saint Mary’s 

University Archives. The events were organized by Dr. Val Marie Johnson, Associate Professor and Chair, 

Department of Social Justice & Community Studies; and Hansel Cook, SMU Archivist. 

Black freedom struggles in NS and South Africa 

Nearly 500 delighted fans flocked to Saint Mary’s on 

March 15, 2019 for the long-awaited reunion of CODCO, 

the legendary Newfoundland comedy group. Cathy Jones, 

Greg Malone, Mary Walsh and SMU graduate Andy Jones 

(BA ’69) hadn’t been onstage together since their brilliant 

CBC-TV show went off the air 26 years ago. The panel talk 

was hilarious and nostalgic, as the comedians swapped 

stories and revisited their best work in video clips, with the 

late Tommy Sexton looming large in spirit.

“It’s still a show that intensely matters,” said Dr. Jennifer 

VanderBurgh in her introduction, calling CODCO “the most astute and brutally honest satire Canada has ever 

seen.” Since 2007, the lecture series has celebrated the legacy of SMU literature professor Cyril Byrne, who 

helped establish the Atlantic Canada Studies program and the D’Arcy McGee Chair in Irish Studies. It has 

welcomed many of the world’s best writers, such as Yann Martel, George Elliott Clarke, Anne Enright, Alistair 

MacLeod, Colin Tóibin, Anne Carson, David Adams Richards and more.

CODCO Reunion: Cyril J. Byrne Memorial 
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International exploration of film and religion 
Saint Mary’s University hosted the 2019 International 

Conference on Religion & Film, held June 12 to 14 in Halifax 

for the first time. The event was organized by the Department 

of Religious Studies in collaboration with the Journal of 

Religion and Film, based at the University of Nebraska at 

Omaha. Topics of immigration and Indigeneity provided the 

overall theme for many of the presentations by both scholars 

and filmmakers, who travelled from as far away as India, 

Turkey and The Netherlands.

The conference wrapped up with a series of public film 

screenings and a panel talk at the Halifax Central Library, including two documentaries with SMU 

connections. Wi’kupaltimk, which explores food security issues for urban Indigenous Peoples, was 

co-directed by student Salina Kemp, who is doing her master’s degree in Atlantic Canada Studies. 

Nakatuenita: Respect was co-produced by Richard Nuna of the Innu Nation and Dr. Trudy Sable of the 

SMU-based Community Conservation Research Network. 

In a time of rising global discord, disruption and disorder, 

imagine a world without international institutions such as the 

United Nations and NATO. That was the topic debated Nov. 

15 as Saint Mary’s hosted delegates from the 10th Halifax 

International Security Forum. The public panel event alternates 

each year between SMU and Dalhousie during the annual 

gathering of democratic leaders who are committed to global 

security.

Journalist Mercedes Stephenson, host of The West Block on 

Global News, moderated the discussion, featuring (left-right) 

Antonio Ramalho da Rocha, Professor of International Relations, University of Brasilia; Daouda Sembene, 

former Executive Director, International Monetary Fund; Ayman Mhanna, Executive Director, Samir Kassir 

Foundation, SKeyes Center; and Kenan Rahmani, Advocacy Manager, The Syria Campaign. The Forum 

included 300 participants from more than 90 countries. See more highlights at halifaxtheforum.org.

SMU hosts think tank for global security 

The Department of Philosophy presented two thought-provoking 

public lectures this year, both on current challenges facing humanity. 

For the Marshall Lecture in Public Philosophy on Jan. 24, Dr. Lydia 

Patton of Virginia Tech discussed why the existential risk and doom 

narratives around climate change are not so helpful in addressing 

the problem. Then on April 3, Dr. Frank Furedi gave a talk titled, “Why 

is Tolerance in Trouble? Thirty Years After the Fatwa Against Salman 

Rushdie”. Emeritus Professor of Sociology at the University of 

Kent, Dr. Furedi has published 17 books, including How Fear Works: 

Culture of Fear in the 21st Century (2018, Bloomsbury Continuum).  

Philosophy lectures: a troubled planet 
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Saint Mary’s uses its interdisciplinary strengths to 

tackle the pressing issue from all angles. An Arts 

education can equip students with the tools needed 

to develop political and economic strategies that will 

address the complex nature of the problem, in line 

with what science is finding and how technology is 

advancing.

“We’re talking about fundamentally changing the nature of the world we live in,” says Ervine. “No one 

discipline can deal with this on its own. We need those policy makers and people who are critically 

thinking, who understand the history and the human challenges.”

In her book Carbon (Polity, 2018), Ervine contrasts the old carbon economies of coal, oil and gas 

with newer economies around carbon markets and carbon accounting. One reviewer called it “an 

absolute must-read for anyone interested in understanding more fully one of the most pressing issues in 

contemporary times: climate change.”

The urgent need to reduce carbon emissions is still an abstract concept for many, says Ervine, adding 

“in some places in the world, it’s all too tangible. We’re not all going to experience it the same way.” The 

IDS program has always examined global injustice and inequality. Climate change adds another layer, 

Human solutions 
for a global climate in peril

It’s the most ominous challenge facing modern society 
but amid the gloom around climate change, glimmers of hope are emerging with younger 

generations. Swedish teen activist Greta Thunberg springs to mind as an inspiring example, but Dr. 

Kate Ervine is particularly motivated by her students at Saint Mary’s.  

“Younger people are now harnessing their 

frustration, anger and fear to say, ‘That’s it, 

we’re going to do things differently,” 
 

says Ervine, a faculty member with International 

Development Studies, Political Science, and the School of 

the Environment.

“I’ve always enjoyed teaching but I see a certain 

moral imperative now in the courses that I 

teach. A responsibility to current and future 

generations that are looking at a civilization 

threatened with collapse due to climate 

change.”



SMArts Newsletter 2018-19

09

“We’re facing the world’s 

sixth mass extinction, 

and we are losing species 

at an unprecedented 

rate because of human 

activity,” says Ervine. 

already having a devastating impact on vulnerable populations globally. The 

World Bank estimates that by the year 2050, some 143 million migrants and 

water insecurity, and extreme weather.

In her course Conflict, Security and Development, Ervine takes a close 

look at the complex factors behind migration, which now include climate 

change. In Everyday Politics of Global Environmental Problems, a new 

course launching this winter, she will highlight global interconnections – 

things we do on a daily basis that are impacting the planet and the lives 

of people elsewhere. Something as simple as eating a doughnut can have a 

ripple effect. Most doughnut chains use palm oil, a largely invisible commodity 

in our everyday lives that is creating global problems such as deforestation 

and con ’s goal is to have 

students move beyond seeing these problems on an individual basis, to look at the politics and 

relations of power that shape so many of our pressing environmental challenges.

The public discourse around climate change can be toxic 

but universities provide an important space for faculty and 

students to have meaningful, respectful discussions. As a 

teacher and in her research as a social scientist, her primary 

question is ‘why’: “Why can’t we deal with this problem that 

we’ve known about for so long? If we don’t know the why’s, 

we’ll continue to develop solutions that are inadequate, that 

don’t get to the root of the problem.”

We all play a role in the climate crisis but also in the 

potential for solutions, she says. It’s a monumental task requiring a collective rethinking of our 

global political and economic systems, corporate structures and power relations. As individuals, 

we must embrace new models for our daily lives, which might include shopping locally and 

shopping less, riding your bike, taking public transit or carpooling, and rethinking your air travel. 

She suggests, however, that more than anything, we have to act as citizens and act collectively, 

which includes voting for climate leaders and getting involved in the political process to demand 

the kinds of sweeping changes that will be necessary to really begin to address climate change 

and make sure no one is left behind. “Because climate change touches upon every aspect of our 

society, everyone’s got to be part of this,” says Ervine, adding that the classroom is a great place 

to ignite solutions.
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HISTORIC convocation 
First graduating class for unique Arts 

program partnership with BNUZ in China 

Saint Mary’s made history in September 2017 when it 

became the first Canadian university to establish an Arts 

degree program in partnership with a university in China. 

May 17, 2019 was also an important milestone, when 

28 students became the first group to graduate from the 

unique 2+2 Arts program. 

“You are part of an historic happening,” SMU President 

Dr. Robert Summerby-Murray told the students at a 

reception the night before their convocation ceremony in 

Halifax. “As far as we know, no other Canadian university 

has a partnership with a university in China in Arts. Let’s 

celebrate being first.”

Through the program, Chinese students complete the first 

two years of their undergraduate Arts degree at Beijing 

Normal University - Zhuhai (BNUZ), and the final two years 

at Saint Mary’s. Since the first cohort arrived two years 

ago, approximately 100 BNUZ students have registered in 

Arts programs at Saint Mary’s.  

Some of the new graduates headed back home to China 

over the summer but others were planning to remain in 

Canada for further studies, said Yajie “Cora” Cao, who 

majored in Asian Studies. On behalf of her fellow students, 

she thanked Saint Mary’s faculty and staff at the reception 

for a memorable learning experience, and for helping 

students with ongoing challenges such as language and 

cultural differences. 

Zining Chen was thrilled that her mother came to Canada 

for the first time to attend her graduation. They spent a 

week travelling out west in Vancouver, Jasper and Banff 

National Park before returning to Halifax for the Faculty of 

Arts convocation, which included a special portion for the 

BNUZ students.   

“I’m applying for postgraduate studies, so I’m 

considering staying in Canada,” said Chen, admitting 

that her mom “really misses me but it’s ok because she 

knows I am so happy here.” 
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joined Dean of Arts Dr. Margaret MacDonald 

and other dignitaries onstage during the 

ceremony, to share greetings with the 

students after they received their parchments.  

“Congratulations to our students, you tried 

your best and I wish you more success in your 

future,” said Dr. Qiu, also thanking SMU and 

its professors. “This is a very good beginning 

stage for their following future planning, they 

will have a very good bridge to the friendship 

between Chinese and Canadian people.”

Dr. MacDonald acknowledged the efforts 

of staff and faculty at both universities in 

developing the unique exchange program: 

“It’s a special partnership and it’s really the 

product of the work of many people who have 

together built curriculum for two years. It has 

involved a lot of vision and planning.”   

Saint Mary’s is one of Canada’s most globally 

connected universities, with students from 

more than 110 countries. The Faculty 

of Arts also bestowed degrees this past 

May to graduates from across Canada, as 

well as Antigua & Barbuda, the Bahamas, 

Bangladesh, Bermuda, Brazil, Ghana, India, 

Italy, Japan, Mauritius, Nepal, Pakistan, 

Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Turkey, the U.S., Zambia 

and Zimbabwe.

The SMU-BNUZ partnership began in 2002 

and includes a study abroad program, 

transfer credit agreements, and a satellite 

SMU campus established at BNUZ in 2014. 

It offers an annual five-week summer study 

abroad program at BNUZ on Chinese history 

and culture, as well as a three-week summer 

program for Chinese students, focused on 

North American culture and English language. 

SMU and BNUZ also collaborate in offering 

four professional development institutes for 

academic faculty and administrative staff from 

the two universities, and 2+2 programs in 

Business and Science.

While it was helpful having fellow BNUZ 

schoolmates here, Chen worked hard to meet 

new people: “You need to make friends other 

than your friends who came with you. You 

need to overcome the language barrier, so I 

tried to attend as many activities on campus 

as I could.”

XiaoJiao Wang enjoyed her studies 

in Halifax but looked forward to returning 

home.  “I haven’t been home for two years,” 

said Wang. “I really miss my family but I 

needed to work hard because I know they 

always support me. I didn’t want to let them 

down.”Her Linguistics and German language 

studies at Saint Mary’s are a great addition 

to her prior education in teaching Chinese 

as a second language, she said. She also 

volunteered at the Halifax Chinese Language 

School, and found it interesting to teach 

Canadian-born students of Chinese descent 

who didn’t speak any Chinese.

“In China, there are a great number 

of  people learning English now,” 

she said, adding she’s planning to 

pursue graduate work in applied 

linguistics, toward her teaching 

career. “I think this degree will help 

me a lot for my future studies.” 

Another highlight for graduates at the 

ceremony was the chance to reconnect with a 

familiar face from home: Dr. Yue “Cecilia” Qiu 

had taught them linguistics in their first year 

at BNUZ, and came on a faculty exchange 

to SMU two years ago to teach Chinese 

language classes. Now BNUZ’s Director of 

the Office of International Exchange and 

Cooperation and Associate Dean of the 

School of Chinese, Dr. Qiu travelled to Halifax 

to celebrate the first graduating class. She 
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S
tudent leadership and volunteering go very well with an Arts degree. Big 

believers in experiential learning, Crystal Witter and Bryn de Chastelain 

are enhancing their studies with student governance, employment on 

campus, field schools and other opportunities at Saint Mary’s. In March, they 

both received the 2019 Student Leadership Recognition Award. 

Crystal is Chair of the Board of Directors for the Saint Mary’s University 

Students’ Association (SMUSA), and works in Career Services with the 

Co-curricular Record (CCR), helping other students connect to experiences that 

will add to their degrees. Bryn serves as SMUSA’s Vice-President Academic and 

Advocacy, and in provincial and national roles on policy work for Students Nova 

Scotia and the Canadian Alliance of Student Associations. Last year, he worked 

in Admissions as the coordinator of the Centre for New Students. 

SMUSAh
a
s S

M
A
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“Focus on your values and you’ll find 

your passion,” says Crystal, 22, a Jamaican 

student now in her final year of psychology studies. 

“I’m a bookworm but the most valuable aspect of 

university is finding that opportunity to connect 

what you’re taught in the classroom to what you 

can do in the community. 

 

A degree helps you to land a job, but the 

extracurricular will help you learn to do a 

job well. It also helps us to become better 

citizens of the world.”

With the Enactus social enterprise chapter at Saint 

Mary’s, she managed the Options Nova project 

for two years, working to help incarcerated people 

with employment skills workshops and a gardening 

and composting project at a halfway house. She’s 

now volunteering with the Open Harbour Refugee 

Association. As a member of SMU’s Conflict 

Resolution Society, she travelled to Northern 

Ireland this year to teach peace education to 

Belfast schoolchildren. 

She and Bryn have both participated in the Model 

UN course, which includes a week at the United 

Nations headquarters in New York. That was 

one of the options that first drew Bryn to Saint 

Mary’s when he was considering universities in 

Atlantic Canada. From Mississauga, he’s now in 

his third year, majoring in Political Science and 

taking courses in Economics and Peace & Conflict 

Studies. 

His other highlights so far have included serving 

as SMUSA’s Arts representative last year, founding 

the Global Brigades Society, and helping develop 

the Man|Made program, a discussion group around 

healthy masculinity with the MENtality team at the 

SMU Counselling Centre.  

“It’s a balance between putting your 

courses first and also making time for the 

things that keep you ticking,” 

says Bryn, who treats every school day like a work 

day, filling time between classes with volunteer 

work. He expects to pursue a graduate degree 

and perhaps a career in international relations and 

diplomacy, but he’s keeping an open mind. One 

thing he likes best about Arts is the flexibility to 

explore and combine a variety of interests.

“That was something I always tried to explain 

to incoming students in Admissions,” he says. 

“Getting yourself down a path quickly can be 

positive for some people, but not for others. It’s 

difficult to know what you want before you’re in it.”

Crystal agrees, adding that the blend of Arts and 

volunteering is honing her leadership skills – now 

developing her own business, she may go on to 

law school and aspires to run for political office 

back home in Jamaica one day.

“The Faculty of Arts helps me personally to 

understand myself and what’s happening in the 

world,” she says. “With everything changing, it 

gives me an understanding of where I can see 

myself contributing in Canada and my home 

country. How do people survive, how do they go 

about their regular lives, and how can we all work 

together to make the world better? I’m excited to 

see where the universe will take me.”
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T
eaming up with public school teachers for the sake 

of education across the province comes naturally 

to Arts professors at Saint Mary’s. An annual 

highlight of the fall term is the provincial conference of the 

Nova Scotia Social Studies Teachers Association (SSTA). 

The Faculty of Arts has hosted the event on campus 

since 2015, with up to 300 teachers attending each year. 

“People in universities are leaders in 

and what they’re working on,” 

says Joe Bellefontaine, a Saint Mary’s Arts graduate who is a 

Grade 9 teacher in Sydney, Cape Breton. 

“They have access to different resources, 

and they’re really willing to talk to 

teachers and to make those connections 

with public school systems.”

The conference typically includes about 30 workshops 

– including many led by Saint Mary’s faculty members –

keynote speeches, an annual meeting, a trade exhibition

for education-related organizations, and several off-site

sessions. This year’s theme is “Cultural Connections”.

 We’re all in this   

together Strong collaborations 
among professors and 
teachers  

The conference on October 25, 2019 features off-site 

visits to the Africville Museum and Treaty Truckhouse 

at the Sipekne’katik River, which includes meeting 

with the Grassroots Grandmothers and Water 

Protectors to talk about Treaty relationships, 

decolonization and the importance of water. In a 

rapidly changing and complex world, social studies 

are more important than ever so the teachers’ 

association appreciates its partnership with 

Saint Mary’s, says Wendy Driscoll, a conference co-

chair and SSTA past president. The event “offers 

teachers of all grades a rich professional learning 

day that can only benefit our students in the end,” 

she adds. 

On March 30, Saint Mary’s also hosted its first 

Nova Scotia Language Teachers’ Professional 

Development Day in collaboration with the 

Halifax Languages Consortium. More than 100 

teachers attended, representing over a dozen 

languages, with three offices at Saint Mary’s among 

14 supporting sponsors. The theme was 

“Neurolinguistic Approaches to Language Teaching”, 

centred on psychological methods to make language 

learning more fun and effective. 
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SMART Reads

Distorted Descent: White Claims 

to Indigenous Identity 

by Darryl Leroux

(Social Justice & Community 

Studies) 

University of Manitoba Press  

The Lucid Vigil: 

Deconstruction, Desire & 

the Politics of Critique

by Stella Gaon

(Political Science)

Routledge

Outward & Upward Mobilities: 

International Students in 

Canada, Their Families, and 

Structuring Institutions

by Min-Jung Kwak and Ann H. Kim, eds.

(Geography)

University of Toronto Press

From Old Quebec to La Belle 

Province: Tourism Promotion, 

Travel Writing, and National 

Identities, 1920-1967 

by Nicole Neatby

(History)

McGill-Queen’s University 

Press

Reforming 21st Century 

Peacekeeping Operations: 

Governmentalities of Security, 

Protection, and Police

by Marc G. Doucet

(Political Science)

CRC Press

Responsibility for Refugee and 

Migrant Integration

by S. Karly Kehoe, Eva Alisic and 

Jan-Christoph Heilinger, eds.

(Atlantic Canada Studies/History)

De Gruyter 

Going to Pentecost: 

An Experimental Approach 

to Studies in Pentecostalism

by Michelle MacCarthy 

(Anthropology)

Berghahn Books

New writing by Saint Mary’s faculty

History professors are also in regular contact with teachers, librarians 

and museum curators for the Nova Scotia Provincial Heritage Fair 

hosted on campus every June. The culmination of regional events 

across the province, the Fair showcases projects by students in Grades 

4 to 9. Eighty students took part in 2019, with projects ranging from 

military and industrial heritage to the ‘60s Scoop and Viola Desmond. 

Student delegates and their chaperones stay overnight on campus, 

also taking part in workshops and activities around a theme – Maud 

Lewis for 2019, with Africville ahead in 2020.

“It’s essential for universities to facilitate community events such as this,” says Dr. John Plews, Professor of 

German and a key organizer. “It’s partly about the service that university-generated knowledge can provide 

local professionals and institutions. It’s also about learning from the community, in listening to and responding 

to their needs as language education continues to evolve.”

Grade 12 students in Mabou have a rare opportunity to learn university-level research skills in history, narrative 

and cultural geography, through the Saint Mary’s Emerging Researcher Program. Spearheaded by Professors S. 

Karly Kehoe and Alexander MacLeod (both from Cape Breton), the program is now in its fourth year. During the 

fall term, the professors travel frequently to Mabou to work with the students and their teachers in developing 

original research projects. Then in the winter, the students come to Halifax for some public speaking experience, 

presenting their findings at Saint Mary’s.
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The sacred fire: ceremonial sweat lodge on campus

On April 15, students in the course ANTH 2316: Indigenous Peoples of 

Canada participated in the first sweat lodge ceremony at Saint Mary’s. It’s 

a welcoming space for Indigenous students but also a helpful gateway to 

intercultural study for other students, said Stephanie Dionne, an Anthropology 

major who took part. “It’s a starting point to broader understanding,” she said. 

In 2019, the Faculty of Arts embarked on a new academic partnership with Cape Breton University (CBU) in 

providing a conversational Mi’kmaw language course. Taught at CBU by instructor Geordie Marshall, it’s available 

to Saint Mary’s students for the first time this fall via technology. The course is offered through the Atlantic Canada 

Studies program, listed as ACST 1901: Skills Course Mi’kmaw Language. 

Raymond Sewell, Indigenous Student Advisor, is teaching a new Religious Studies course, RELS 3354: Aboriginal 

Peoples, Religion, and the Justice System. It examines historical and political contexts, key religious and ethical 

concepts of Indigenous peoples, and movements to employ spiritual practices in justice settings. Offered in 2018 

by Political Science, POLI 4842: The Politics of Reconciliation provides students with an understanding of the 

historical and contemporary politics of reconciliation. It returns next year, taught by Dr. Alexandra Dobrowolsky and 

Dr. Edna Keeble with guest speakers and activities such as a blanket ceremony and field trips. 

The Faculty of Arts has established two new Indigenous Fellowships, for a visiting scholar and a postdoctoral 

scholar. These will build on the university’s ongoing initiatives to engage with Indigenous communities and 

strengthen intercultural research and curriculum, continuing our work to respond to the Calls to Action of the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission.

Arts curriculum 
  developments

New certificate program   
The new Certificate in Health, Wellness and Sport 

in Society (CHWSS) is proving to be extremely 

popular since its launch in 2018. Open to students 

in Arts, Science and Business, the interdisciplinary 

certificate is designed to appeal to those who 

are interested in health care administration, sport 

management, the wellness and recreation fields, and 

more. Courses engage the social, cultural, political 

and moral aspects of the subject matter, along 

with an experiential learning component that gives 

students a chance to work directly with a community 

group, sports team or agency. The certificate is 

administered by the Faculty of Arts in collaboration 

with the Centre for the Study of Sport and Health.

“The 2000-level class has had strong 
enrollments,” says Dr. Peter Twohig, Associate 

Dean of Arts,  Curriculum and Student Affairs,  

“This year, I have one hundred students. 
Student athletes and those interested in 
health have found it resonates with their 
interests.”  

New majors and minors

Saint Mary’s now offers a major in Social Justice 

& Community Studies, in addition to the minor 

available since the department’s creation in 2018. 

The major program trains students in intersectional 

scholarship on the living histories of unequal power 

relations, informed access to community, and skills-

based public engagement on key local and global 

discussions, policy debates and social movements. 

A new minor in British Studies is jointly offered 

by the History and English Language & Literature 

departments. Courses cover topics such as 

nationalism, imperialism, law, popular culture and the 

Black British experience, and the genres of poetry, 

prose, film and drama. 

Stay tuned for more developments on the horizon. 

Our departments and programs continue to find new 

ways to collaborate in delivering timely programming 

that draws on the combined expertise of our 

professors. It is an exciting time to be an Arts 
student at Saint Mary’s!
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Criminology professor Dr. Diane Crocker is 

collaborating with community groups on two 

current projects. For “Voices of Women: Experiences 

of Justice”, she is working with Bridgewater’s Be the 

Peace Institute, MSVU researchers and the Nova Scotia 

Advisory Council on the Status of Women to assist the 

justice system in promoting restorative and trauma-

informed responses. Dr. Crocker has also partnered with 

Circles of Support & Accountability (CoSA) Canada to 

develop better supports for sex offenders reintegrating 

into society after incarceration. 

Dr. Evie Tastsoglou, professor of Sociology and 

program coordinator for International Development 

Studies, leads the Canadian team in an international 

project examining violence against women migrants 

and refugees. The consortium includes researchers 

in Austria, the Czech Republic, France, Ireland, Israel 

and Norway. She is working with settlement services 

and health providers in the Atlantic region to survey 

and interview migrant and refugee women, along with 

a thorough analysis of existing statistics, literature and 

policies. 

Migration is also a strong theme in a new project by 

Dr. S. Karly Kehoe, Canada Research Chair in Atlantic 

Canada Studies, titled “A Catholic Atlantic? Minority 

Agency in the British World, 1763-1860”. With a 

research partner at Trinity College Dublin, she aims to fill 

a gap in historical knowledge around Catholic migration 

in the British Atlantic context, including British North 

America and the Caribbean.

Dr. Myles McCallum, Chair of Modern Languages 

and Classics, is working to excavate history from 

2,200-year-old Roman ruins embedded in a hillside olive 

grove in central Italy. The Villa di Tito project is the site 

of an annual archaeology field school for students at 

Saint Mary’s and McMaster Universities. Goals include 

reconstructing the lives of the workers who inhabited 

the structure, and finding evidence that it was built by 

Titus, a member of the Flavian family and the Second 

Dynasty of the Roman Empire.       

Community engaged research
A snapshot of Arts faculty projects in the works  

Dr. Danika van Proosdij, professor of Geography and 

Environmental Studies, continues her work to restore and 

rehabilitate important coastal habitats in Nova Scotia, with 

industry and government partners. The projects address 

climate change impacts on our region by improving 

defences against flooding and erosion in salt marshes 

and dykelands at multiple sites in the Bay of Fundy. The 

work aims to create vibrant marine ecosystems and new 

marshes that can absorb rising sea levels and storm 

surges, while building scientific and technical capacity to 

manage future restoration projects.

This is a small sample of ongoing research projects 

in the Faculty of Arts. All of the above received 

significant grants from government funding 

agencies over the past year.
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O. Henry Prize for short story by Dr. Alexander MacLeod    

Rabbit tale earns major U.S. literary award

T
he story itself was more tortoise than hare 

in the beginning. A stubborn tale that 

refused to quit, “Lagomorph” was nearly 

abandoned four or five times before it reached the 

finish line, admits Dr. Alexander MacLeod.

“It taught me that sometimes you just have to stick 

at it,” he says. “I owe a great debt of gratitude to my 

editors, who were patient with me.”

What a spectacular finish, too – on May 16, the 

story was announced as a 2019 winner of the O. 

Henry Prize, one of the world’s most prestigious 

awards for short fiction. The prize is celebrating its 

centenary so “Lagomorph” will appear in its 100th 

anniversary anthology, to be published this fall by 

Anchor Books. Past winners include such literary 

masters as Flannery O’Conner, Raymond Carver, 

Alice Munro, Eudora Welty and William Faulkner.

“It’s unreal company,” says MacLeod, a faculty 

member in the Department of English Language & 

Literature and the Atlantic Canada Studies program. 

“If you look at the past winners, the writers I’ve 

admired the most in my life have won this prize.”

His story was originally published in Granta 141: 

Canada, the British magazine’s special 2017 edition 

to recognize Canadian writers during the 150th 

anniversary of Confederation. When the special 

edition came out, it made an international splash. 

In this review in Macleans magazine, Brian Bethune 

singled out MacLeod’s “brilliant” contribution as 

“suspenseful, moving and … hilarious.”At the 

time, Granta brought MacLeod and several other 

writers to literary events in Scotland and England, 

and to the renowned Shakespeare and Company 

bookstore in Paris. He returned to Paris recently 

for a creative collaboration with the curators of the 

Maison Européenne de la Photographie and, in 

July, he was also an invited guest of the Canadian 

Embassy in Tokyo, for its E.H. Norman Library 

Speaker Series.

“I guess I have travelled a great distance via 

rabbit,” he says. “Lagomorph” probes the 

connection between a man and his pet rabbit. It 

addresses issues of time and change, intimacy 

and autonomy, and the mysteries of care and 

affection.

“The way we love animals differently from 

people is fascinating to me. Are we loving 

animals for what they need or for what 

we need? It’s tricky business.”   

Born in Inverness, Cape Breton and raised in 

Windsor, Ontario, he now lives in Dartmouth with 

his family and their dog. They once had a pet 

rabbit, who “expressed a preference for country 

life, and is living out his last years on a farm.”

MacLeod is currently working on his next 

collection of short stories. His first book, 

Light Lifting, was a finalist for the Scotiabank 

Giller Prize, the Commonwealth Book Prize, and 

the Frank O’Connor International Short Story 

Award. It was also recognized as a ‘Book of the 

Year’ by the American Library Association, 

The Globe and Mail, and Amazon.ca.
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Lagomorph excerpt
 

There is so much out there. I have scrolled 

the images on the internet and read the 

articles and followed the diagrams, the 

maps that show us what really happens 

if we follow them down the hole, through 

the warren and into the complex society 

they build down there, three feet beneath 

the place where we live. The largest and 

most complicated colonies can twist 

through hundreds of metres of tunnels and 

switchbacks, a path no predator could 

ever follow. Guided only by instinct, they 

dig dark mazes out of the ground, building 

their real working routes so that they run 

right beside a series of faked dead ends 

and false starts. Then they put in dozens 

of different entrances and escapes, some 

of them real, some of them decoys. The 

strategy is amazing, the fact that this level 

of deception, such advanced trickery, is 

built right into the great natural plan.

Despite all of this, in the wild, a rabbit gets 

to live for a year, maybe two. Less than 

10 per cent of them ever see that second 

summer or winter. I guess they are born for 

dying, a new generation every thirty-one 

days. But that’s not how it is for Gunther. 

He is fifteen years old now, at least, and I 

suppose this makes him a nearly unique 

organism in the history of the world. From 

here on in, every one of his experiences will 

be unprecedented.

Read the full story online at 

granta.com/lagomorph. 
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Sometimes our various paths in life combine, intertwine and 

come around full circle, in a way that makes perfect sense. 

That’s how it feels for Kathleen Higgins BA’11, whose retail 

career path brought her back in March to be assistant 

manager of the Saint Mary’s University Bookstore. 

“It’s really neat to be back on campus,” says Higgins, who 

majored in Irish Studies. She is delighted to reconnect with 

her former professors and to soak up opportunities like 

the D’Arcy McGee public lectures, which highlight fresh 

research perspectives on Ireland and the Irish experience.

During her time as a student, Higgins was juggling a lot 

of priorities. She completed her degree over a seven-year 

stretch, working full time the whole way through as an 

assistant manager with a chain of pet supply stores. 

“It was right at a time when I was in my competitive prime 

with highland dancing as well; I was competing nationally 

and internationally,” she says, adding she had a chance in 

2008 to perform in Belfast, Northern Ireland. 

Dance remains a huge part of her daily life as an 

entrepreneur who runs her own school in Dartmouth, the 

Higgins School of Highland Dance. Last year, she and her 

students were invited by Ottawa’s Sons of Scotland Pipe 

Band to take part in a tour of Scotland – including a private 

performance for Queen Elizabeth II at Balmoral Castle! 

“It was a rather large deal,” says Higgins. “I don’t think 

I’ve fully processed it yet. I retired from competing and 

performing a couple of years ago, but I came out of 

retirement for that performance.” 

It was surreal to dance with the Queen watching from just 

a few metres away; after the performance, Prince Edward 

chatted at length with the dance group.

Here on campus, it’s a daily thrill for Higgins to see students 

and alumni wearing Saint Mary’s hoodies and other items 

that she has ordered. She understands the strong sense of 

school spirit, and why there is such pride in the university.

Retail roads 

lead back to campus
An Irish Studies graduate returns to 

help manage the Bookstore

In Scotland in 2018 with her dance company

performing for the Queen at Balmoral Castle

Higgins with her husband 

Sean and their greyhounds 

Harold, Angel and Terrance. 



In Scotland in 2018 with her dance company, 

performing for the Queen at Balmoral Castle
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“I really loved my time as a 
student at Saint Mary’s,” she 
says. “I love the culture here. 
I loved not being a number. 
Students really have the 
opportunity to get to know 
their professors, and it makes 
for a much more enjoyable 
educational experience.”

She also highly recommends the Irish Studies Program for 

its broad outlook on Irish and Irish-Canadian culture, with 

courses in language, history, literature, political science, 

geography, folklore and more.

“For a small program, it certainly makes a large footprint,” 

she says, adding “we have very strong Celtic roots in my 

family. My mom’s side is all from Cape Breton. So the Irish 

Studies program really made sense, it felt like a good fit.” 

In recent years, Higgins had been working with the 

PetSmart retail chain as an operations / assistant manager. 

With 17 years of retail and management experience under 

her belt, the SMU Bookstore job jumped out at her when 

it became available. The store carries a wide range of 

products beyond books and clothing, from residence 

supplies to giftware and an increasing array of technology 

items. Higgins particularly enjoys the creative aspects, 

such as working with staff on seasonal arrangements, and 

designing fun displays to boost sales. 

She once considered pursuing a master’s degree in Irish 

language and spending time overseas. In her last year of 

studies, she met her future husband and the plan changed. 

The couple lives in Dartmouth with a brood of three dogs, 

two rats and an albino axolotl, which is a type of aquatic 

lizard.

“Marriage seemed more important in the long term but 

it’s neat, because life throws different things at you,” says 

Higgins. “So I stuck it out in the retail world, because that’s 

what I had known and that’s where my experience was. 

And then this came up at Saint Mary’s, so it just kind of 

came full circle.” 
On the job 

in the SMU 

Bookstore
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Experience 
        World

C
an you imagine what it would be like 

to present a position paper at the 

United Nations headquarters in New 

York? Dig for clues from the past 

on an archaeological site, or gain the forensic 

skills needed to process a crime scene? Work 

with local craftspeople while learning about their 

local economy and culture? Walk where soldiers 

trained before they went into battle in the First 

and Second World Wars? 

Enrolling in a field school in the Faculty of Arts at 

Saint Mary’s can take your academic experience 

to a completely new level. It will open your eyes 

to a new way of learning, deeper connections 

with others, and real-life skills you can add to 

your resumé. 

A field school is a course you take for academic 

credit, just like any other. Instead of a full 12 

weeks of lectures, exams and papers, the course 

takes you off campus for part of the semester. 

You can embark on a journey with your 

classmates and professors to sites around Nova 

Scotia, Canada or the world. While building 

on the concepts and themes you have been 

discussing in class, you will also build stronger 

relationships with your classmates. 

Going to Stratford-upon-Avon in England was 

pivitol for Kate Harroun BA’19. “The study of 

Shakespeare changed forever for me, all within 

the span of a week,” she says. “This little town 

an ocean away left me eager to embrace more 

opportunities to make the world my classroom.” 

For Souleymayne Dahani BSc‘16, the biggest 

takeaway from his Geography field school in The 

Gambia was “networking with people: You meet 

people, share life experiences and you all learn 

together.” 

Heading out into the field allows you to put 

your studies into practice. Do you notice any 

surprising elements on the ground that you 

hadn’t considered before? Do your class 

discussions at the end of a long day delve into a 

the
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deeper analysis of the issues? Along with academic 

learning can help you understand the sources of 

your beliefs and values, and establish your sense of 

self. They get you thinking about who you are, who 

you want to be and how you want to get there. 

While you are learning and having a transformative 

experience, you’re also gaining valuable skills. It 

can be very personal, says Arts student Deepti 

Soobarah, who took part in the Political Science 

department’s annual Model UN course in 2018.

Model UN

Italy

Mexico

“Students develop teamwork skills, and written 

and oral skills with the creation of draft resolutions 

and speeches,” she says. “It’s a life experience to 

build character and leadership. It is an exceptional 

opportunity to work with students from different 

schools and actually experience how the United 

Nations works, which otherwise we would not have 

encountered.” 

which can have an impact on career paths. For example, 

a number of students have pursued graduate studies in 

schools led several students to move to Germany and 

pursue German studies. Some ar

exist because students completed their graduate work and 

of interest.    

schools are always in development. A new history course 

this year will go to Paris, France to look at the experience 

of occupation during the Second World War, while another 

heads to Southern England to examine how people remember 

(or forget) war history. Geography groups are going to South 

Korea and The Gambia in different years to look at the 

physical and human geography of those countries. Students 

have a chance to unearth history in Grand Pré, Italy and Cuba 

and community groups with their research. You can also head 

to the birthplace of Shakespeare to watch his body of work 

come alive on the stage. 

We look forward to helping students build an 

unforgettable degree experience at Saint Mary’s, and 

friendships that last for life.

Megan Julian BA’14 sums it up well:

“It’s important for students to have a 
chance to step outside the classroom and 
get first-hand experience.” 
Find out more at 

smu.ca/academics/arts-field-schools.html. 
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Language and cultural 

immersions 

Knowing multiple languages can be a 

real advantage in the global workplace, 

so you might as well have fun while 

you are learning! At Saint Mary’s, you 

can head to another country to learn 

Spanish, German, French or Irish through 

our language schools. Live with a host 

family or in a university dorm, and 

immerse yourself in the culture of the 

language you are learning.

Global learning 

through exchanges 

Are you looking for a way to head out 

on your own? A chance to see the wider 

world while taking classes abroad? 

Saint Mary’s offers a variety of exchange 

programs during the summer (3-5 

weeks), or for one or two semesters. We 

have more than 100 partner institutions 

where you can take courses for credit, 

anytime after your first year. 

Inaugural art exhibit reflects 

international education 

The Faculty of Arts and SMU Career 

Services co-hosted the first Global 

Month Art Installation at Saint Mary’s in 

February.

The art show featured paintings, photos 

and mixed media artworks by students 

and staff from all faculties. It wrapped 

up on Feb. 28 with a showcase and 

reception, with highlights including a 

spoken word poem, video and live music 

by students from Uganda and China. 

“The exhibit was a platform for both 
celebrating internationality on campus 
and enabling students to express their 
international experience in a way that is 
meaningful to them,” 

said Career & Employment Coach Lysa Appleton. 

Planning is underway for the second annual event.

Artwork by

Angela Dong

Linguistics student

Sherry Ding

Confucius Institute



SMArts Newsletter 2018-19

25

Building bridges   

    among cultures

New Intercultural Studies 
program is unique in Canada  
 
Rhonda Kaassamani is happy to be in the first wave of 

students taking the new Intercultural Studies program at 

Saint Mary’s. The new major dovetails perfectly with other 

areas of study, including Rhonda’s prior experience as an 

American Sign Language/English interpreter.

“I want to be that person who can help mesh all the 

worlds together,” says the 22-year-old from Scarborough. 

“I’m first-generation Canadian, so I know what it’s like 

being in a mixture of different cultures. I feel like I’m in 

three worlds: the Canadian world, the Lebanese world and 

the deaf community.”

Also available as a minor, Intercultural Studies is an 

undergraduate Arts program offered through the 

Department of Modern Languages & Classics. Saint 

Mary’s designed it to be flexible enough for students 

to follow their own paths and pursue complementary 

interests in psychology, business, international relations, 

international development and much more.

Intercultural competence is crucial for all Canadians, 

says Dr. Jean-Jacques Defert, program coordinator for 

Intercultural Studies. “It is critical in forming healthy 

and productive relationships with members of our 

communities, colleagues, customers and clients. We are 

confident our students will see the benefits and relevance 

of such an interdisciplinary approach to current societal 

challenges.”

Luis Hernandez was intrigued by the program’s emphasis 

on global challenges such as rising migration, a subject 

he knows well. He had been working toward becoming a 

lawyer in Mexico, with a keen interest in international law, 

but grew disillusioned with the legal system in his country 

and came to Halifax through the Atlantic Immigration 

Program. Taking Intercultural Studies as a double 

major with Political Science is a great fit with his legal 

background.

“It’s a new solution for immigration,” says Luis, 27. “This 

opens a new career path. I like the helping part – helping 

people is fulfilling.”

Halifax’s Zane Main, also 27, was halfway through a 

language degree when the new program really clicked 

for him. It requires learning two languages beyond 

one’s mother tongue, plus culture courses. He also 

likes the study abroad and community service learning 

components; in May, he headed overseas to Kassel to 

take part in the Canadian Summer School in Germany.

The Intercultural Studies Program engages students in 

a reflection on language and power, communities and 

identities, and intercultural issues in a global context. 

Saint Mary’s is the perfect place for it because it’s such an 

international university, says Zane. “It’s really cool to be a 

part of it. It’s nice to walk down the hall and feel like I’ve 

gone around the world without even leaving home.”
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A Saint Mary’s Arts degree is based on solid, 

transferable skills that will prepare you for a promising 

future: critical thinking, analysis, collaboration, creative 

expression and much more. 

Since we are the only university in Atlantic Canada to 

offer a co-op program for all of our A rts majors—as 

well as a plethora of international opportunities—our 

students graduate with real-world experience. 

Explore the world with Arts field schools. Debate 

politics on an international stage at the National 

Model United Nations in New York City. Teach conflict 

resolution to school children in Northern Ireland’s 

divided communities. Use cutting-edge technology 

to unearth ancient Roman artifacts in Italy,  or piece 

together the remains of Nova Scotia’s Acadian 

settlements. 

Environmental Studies
The first of its kind in Canada, our Bachelor of 

Environmental Studies (B.E.S.) degree is a four-

year interdisciplinary program drawing upon social 

sciences, natural sciences and humanities, in which 

students develop creative solutions to environmental 

challenges.  

Environmental Studies is part of the Arts faculty, and 

gives you all of the resources and expertise of our 

Arts professors. Focus on developing the knowledge 

you need to understand and analyze the complex 

challenges facing our environment now and in the 

future.

Anthropology 1,2,3

Asian Studies 1,2,3

Atlantic Canada Studies 1,2,3,5

British Studies 1,2,3,4

Classics 1,2,3

Creative Writing 2,3,4

Criminology 1,2,3,5

Culture, Race, and Resistance 2, 3, 4

Dramatic Literature 2,3,4

Economics 1,2,3,5

English 1,2,3

English Language 3,4

Entrepreneurship 1,2,3

Film Studies 2,3,4

French 1,2,3

Religious Studies 1,2,3,5 

Social Justice and Community Studies 2,3

Sociology 1,2,3

Spanish and Hispanic Culture 1,2,3

Women and Gender Studies 5

(Master’s degree only) 

 

Certificates

Atlantic Canada Studies 

Linguistics 

German Language and Culture 

Spanish Language and Hispanic Culture

Human Resource Management

Health, Wellness and Sport in Society

Geography 1,2,3,5

German Studies 2,3,4

History 1,2,3,5

Indigenous Studies 2, 3,4

Intercultural Studies 1,2,3

International Development 

Studies  1,2,3,5

Irish Studies 1,2,3

Latin American Studies 2,3,4

Linguistics 1,2,3

Mathematics 1,2,3 

Peace and Conflict Studies 2,3,4

Philosophy 1,2,3,5

Political Science 1,2,3

Psychology 1,2,3,5

You can enhance your studies with experiences 

at home and around the world. Participating in an 

international field study gives you the chance to 

immerse yourself in your subject matter, gain research 

skills and life experience, and learn to work in 

unfamiliar territory.

Combine that with more than 35 programs of study, 

taught by extraordinary professors engaged in leading 

and innovative research, and you’ll stand out wherever 

your life and career take you.

Majors and Minors

  1. Co-op options

  2. International Opportunities 

  4. Minor Option Only

  5. Graduate Degrees Available

  3. Active Research

WhyArts?

- as of September 2019
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Flexibility by design

times in their life. Whether you are a budding entrepreneur, have 

a passion for mathematics, or want to enhance your Arts degree 

you on the path to success. As a Saint Mary’s Arts student, you 

writing, critical thinking, and reasoning skills—crucial assets in 

Global studies
Development and globalization are key issues in today’s world. 

At Saint Mary’s, our academic community is truly global, with 

a student body representing more than 80 countries. And our 

to prepare for future roles in leadership and global citizenship.

Hands-on experience
At Saint Mary’s, you may enhance your academic study with 

your knowledge, develop skills  and gain vital on-the-ground 

experience. As an Arts student, you can access unique 

opportunities to pair your degree with the professional experience 

that you need. Experiential learning opportunities are abundant, 

 

Your ARTS Advantages

Flexibility

You can combine academic subject areas 

from the faculties of Arts, Science, and 

Commerce.

Student-focused learning
Our low professor-to-student ratio 
ensures  that you receive individualized 

attention  from dedicated professors.

Hands-on learning 
opportunities
Gain valuable employment experience 

through co-op work placements and  

study-abroad opportunities.

Travel   while you study

Saint Mary’s offers many opportunities to 

travel while you learn and earn credits. 

From Cuba to Nothern Ireland, to Italy and 

the U.K., South Korea, Germany, New 

York City, and of course Atlantic Canada, 

Saint Mary’s can be your base for study 

around the world.

Put yourself to work

At Saint Mary’s you’ll have many 

opportunities to enhance your 

employability and entrepreneurial 

skills, including workshops and 

competitions. Career Services can 

help you understand how to start a 

business, and provide insight into 

administration, policy, and human 

resources.
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Faculty of Arts

 
Saint Mary’s
university

Connect with us online

Web: arts.smu.ca

Twitter: @SMArts_SMU

Facebook: @SMUArts

See our Arts with Impact stories at SMUArts.ca


