
Accounting Hall of Fame

http://www.smu.ca/academic/sobey/faculty/hofame/edwin-c-harris.htm[12/11/2009 11:46:38 AM]

....Accounting Hall of Fame

Testimonial to Edwin C. Harris, QC, FCA, FCMA,

Given by Dr. Gordon Pollock, Executive Vice President Society of Management Accountants in the Maritime Provinces.
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This evening we are gathering to honour those who have been recognized by their peers for having made a significant
contribution to accountancy. It is fitting and proper that the work of Professor Edwin C. Harris be so acknowledged.

Reflecting on how best to encapsulate Ed Harris’ contribution as a professional, I reviewed the Society’s Code of Ethics and
Professional conduct. In that document we are reminded that "members must carry out their professional work with honesty,
impartiality, courtesy, and personal honour." By this most stringent of definitions, Ed Harris is clearly the consummate
professional.

A review of his achievements would support this assertion. He is a graduate of the Commerce programme of Dalhousie
University in 1954; while a student in accounts with the firm of Lee and Martin, Ed was awarded his CMA designation, in those
days the RIA designation. In 1957 he received the CICA Gold Medal for achieving the highest marks in Canada and was awarded
his CA designation. Law degrees at Dalhousie (1958) and Harvard (1959) followed quickly.

It has been in the combined field of accountancy and the law that many have come to know Ed Harris. For thirty-two years, Ed
has been associated with the Faculty of Law of Dalhousie University where he has exposed a generation of law students to the
intricacies of taxation and legal accounting.

Many beyond the confines of Dalhousie have been influenced by Ed Harris’ clear exposition of the Canadian income tax system.
Through the medium of Butterworth’s Canadian Income Tax, which Ed wrote for nine years until 1988, a large number of
Canadian professionals came to a better understanding of that most complex web of legislation.

Professor Harris has not confined his activities in these areas to teaching and writing alone; since 1965 he has been a partner in
the Halifax firm of Daley, Black, & Moriera where his practice has reflected those areas. I was struck by a comment attributed
to Ed in a magazine interview about this coming together of the law and accountancy, and I believe it points to the essential
nature of Ed Harris. Knowing clients come to him as the expert, it was with complete honesty that he acknowledged the
difficulty in giving sure and certain advice in this field. Conceding the changing nature of tax law, he was quoted as saying, "there
is not always a clear, right answer." This honesty, backed by more than three decades of experience, marks Ed Harris as a
valued professional advisor.

The Society of Management Accountants has tapped Ed Harris' expertise in taxation and the law to bring to the general public
an interpretation of the Federal Government's annual budgets. As part of our Budget Review Task Force, Ed for many years
participated in

the budget lock-up, emerging after an intensive study of the Finance Minister’s budget speech to provide instant commentary
and advice to news media, and through them to the general public.

The other professional organizations with which he is deeply involved have also benefited by his competence. Ed Harris has
recently been named the Chairman of the prestigious Canadian Tax Foundation; he has chaired the Taxation Committee of the
Canadian Bar Association, the Bar's Viscount Bennett Scholarship Committee, the Canadian Institute of Chartered Accountants
Accounting Research Advisory Board, and co-chaired the CICA-CBA Joint Committee on Taxation. Revenue Canada has also
sought Ed's advice on taxation, inviting him to serve on the Deputy Minister's Advisory Committee on Technical Publications.

The surest mark of a professional organization's estimation of one of its members is when it "consigns" to him/her the most
delicate tasks faced by a self-governing and self-regulating profession. In matters of professional discipline, we must be certain
that the public interest is served. No steadier hand, no more insight, and compassion is required than when professionals sit in
judgement of their peers. In my twelve years with the Society of Management Accountants, those times have been, thankfully,
few. When, however, the Society has been required to judge its members, it has turned to Ed Harris to undertake those
important responsibilities. As the chair of the Professional Conduct Committee, he has done his duty with logic, compassion,
and an understanding of those regulations which we impose upon ourselves. His presence ensures that the public interest will be
served, that all who come before that committee will be treated with dignity and respect. As a group, we know that whatever
the outcome, we may be certain that justice was done as well as being seen to be done.

Clearly, Ed Harris has touched those with whom he has professional contact. A true professional, he has also recognized his
responsibility to the broader community. To list but a few of his activities will serve to illustrate the man's interest in and
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commitment to his community: member of the Nova Scotia Royal Commission on Education, Public Service, and Provincial-
Municipal Relations; Chair of the Halifax Transit Commission; chair of the Metropolitan Transit Commission; and active Board
member of the Nova Scotia Abilities Association.

Tonight is a splendid opportunity for us to thank Edwin C. Harris, Q.C., FCA, FCMA for his contributions to accountancy, the
law, and the quality of life in Nova Scotia and Canada.
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