Chatteris International Graduate Programme in Hong Kong

Teach English, work as part of an International Team in Hong Kong and Travel Asia
	 ORGANISATION:
   Chatteris Educational Foundation
 ORGANISATION INFORMATION: The Chatteris Educational Foundation is a non-profit charitable organisation aiming to help Hong Kong students improve their English, develop young leaders with global vision and promote cultural exchange. Chatteris works in partnership with schools in Hong Kong to sponsor young people from around the world to experience a year of personal and professional development. This year we have more than 63 recent university graduates mainly from UK, US and Canada placed in Hong Kong schools.

 JOB TITLE:
  Chatteris Native-speaking English Tutor (CNET)

 JOB DESCRIPTION:
The Foundation operates the Chatteris International Graduate Programme that allows recent university graduates from any discipline to contribute directly to the life and learning experience of Hong Kong students. As a CNET, you will be placed full time in a Chinese school to help improve the English language environment and motivate students to speak English. You will also have the opportunity to develop a lasting insight into the Hong Kong and Chinese culture and to form lifelong international friendships with the team of CNETs working alongside you. 

                                                               Teaching in a Chinese school environment is a challenging and rewarding experience and will develop many life skills, such as confidence, flexibility, patience, cultural diversity and communication. In addition to professional experience working in schools, the Chatteris International Graduate Programme offers optional opportunities including Project Management, Career Development and Community Work. These provide graduates with transferable skills as well as personal and professional development suitable for any future career they may choose. Extensive support and training is provided throughout the year. For more details please visit the Chatteris website.                                                                         

 TYPE OF VACANCY:
 9-month contract – commences 1 September 2011 

                                                              (Mandatory orientation training begins on 8 August 2011)

 WHO WE ARE LOOKING FOR:    Outgoing, creative and fun recent graduates who are keen to be part of an international team in Hong Kong. An interest in Chinese culture and desire to be immersed in a different way of life is a necessity. Applicants must be keen to learn from their various experiences and be both positive and open towards the various challenges they may encounter. Collaboration and teamwork is also strongly valued within the Chatteris International Graduate Programme.

 REQUIREMENTS:
University graduates in any discipline; native English speaker or native-level English competence; excellent clarity of speech; must have a keen interest in working with children, teenagers, young adults or perhaps considering a teaching career. No previous experience needed - we are looking for the right personality.
 METHOD OF APPLICATION:
Online application at http://www.chatteris.org.hk , Cover Letter, Curriculum Vitae/Resume. Before application we advise you view the Chatteris International Graduate Programme video by following this link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aug-6aTM5S4  

 CLOSING DATE:
Year round application. Early application is advised as places are limited. The best period of application is between November and March.
 SALARY:
HK$13,000 per month, untaxed (Approx. USD$1660)

 LOCATION:
Hong Kong

 FURTHER INFORMATION:            http://www.chatteris.org.hk 
 CONTACT INFORMATION:           Chatteris Educational Foundation,  

                                                             33 Sycamore Street, 

                                                             Tai Kok Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong

                                                             Tel: (852) 2520 5736  Fax: (852) 2865 2815         

                                                             Email: hr@chatteris.org.hk


Chatteris International Graduate Programme in Hong Kong
To: University Graduates
When I finished my degree I had no idea what I wanted to do. I made a list of the things that were important to me, and the things I enjoyed doing. It read as follows:
I wanted to work with people, not paper. 

I wanted to travel and continue learning about new cultures 

I wanted to do something worthwhile

I knew, despite being an idealist, I had to consider my CV and develop professionally

…and I had to be paid to do it all!

Working and living in Hong Kong has provided me a unique opportunity to fulfil all those aims. 

The Chatteris Educational Foundation is a non-profit organisation aiming to improve the standard of English in Hong Kong, develop young leaders, and promote cultural exchange and global awareness. Chatteris works in partnership with schools in Hong Kong to sponsor young people from around the world to come and work as a CNET- a Chatteris Native-speaking English Language Tutor. You will be placed in a school and become part of their team for 9 months- developing fun, interactive lessons and organising activities to enrich the English Language Environment of your school. Being a CNET is a challenge, but it has been incredibly rewarding.

Professionally, I have gained a valuable year of teaching as well as international work experience. Chatteris’ role in school is a more informal one, focusing on the confidence and creativity of the students. This distinctive relationship with students is mutually beneficial- whilst my students gained self-confidence, had fun and improved their English, their progression provided me with an amazing sense of fulfilment which is unique to teaching. I also took advantage of other aspects of the Chatteris International Graduate Programme. I worked with young probationers through the Community Programme and developed my own Project through the Project Management Programme. It was incredibly rewarding and a big learning experience.

Personally, moving to a new culture has been both exciting and 'character building'- as my dad would say. Hong Kong is a thriving blend of East and West that combines city life with stunning natural landscapes. While learning to adapt and enjoy a new culture here, Hong Kong’s location has also allowed me to travel much of Asia. Chatteris’ young team means there is always someone to enjoy new experiences with; you will arrive and instantly be part of a fun group of international graduates who you will work alongside for 9 months but probably be friends with forever. The nature of the company- a young, small NGO- has allowed me to make a direct contribution to its future, as well as encouraging a personal sense of involvement in the development of the organisation. 

We need enthusiastic, outgoing team-players excited and open to new places, faces and experiences. If you:

·  Are a recent graduate or final year student
·  Are a native English speaker or have native English speaker competency
·  Are interested in working with children or young people
·  Have a desire to explore the feasibility of teaching as a career
This might be for you! Online application opens in November- please go to www.chatteris.org.hk for details. 

Good Luck- maybe see you in Hong Kong!
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Danielle Biddle

(MA English Literature, Edinburgh University 2005) 

