
 
APA Style: 

The Reference List 
 
The following examples show how to document print and 
electronic sources for a research paper using the American 
Psychological Association (APA) citation style.  Using this 
style, sources are briefly cited within the text of a research 
paper using the authors’ surnames and the year of publication. 
This is known as a parenthetical reference citation. A detailed 
list of all parenthetical reference citations is provided at the end 
of the research paper on a separate page with the word 
References centered at the top of the page. This is the 
reference list. All entries in the reference list are double spaced. 
Details on how to construct a reference list begin on page 180 

of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological 
Association, 6th ed., available in the library (call number: BF 
76.7 P83 2010). 
 
The following examples are intended as a guide only. For 
further clarification, please consult the manual. Note: Numbers 
in brackets refer to page numbers, section numbers, and 
examples in the manual. For help on how to format citations 
within the text of your paper, consult the library's handout, 
"Citing References in Text: APA Style." 

 
 

Print Sources 
 
Book by one author [p. 203, #18] 
 

Burns, D. D. (1999). Feeling good: The new mood therapy. New York, NY: Avon Books. 
 
 

Book by two authors [p. 184, sec. 6.27; pp. 202-203, sec. 7.02] 
 

Hahn, M. E., & MacLean, M. S. (1955). Counseling psychology (2nd ed.). New York, NY: McGraw-Hill. 
 
 

Article or chapter in an edited book [p. 204, #25] 
             
Miller, G. A. (1973). Psychology and communication. In G. A. Miller (Ed.), Communication, language, and 

 meaning: Psychological perspectives (pp. 3-12). New York, NY: Basic Books. 
 
Entry in an encyclopedia [pp. 202-203, sec. 7.02] 

 
Alcock, J. E. (2001). Gambler’s fallacy. In W. E. Craighead & C. B. Nemeroff (Eds.), The Corsini encyclopedia  

of psychology and behavioral science (3rd ed., Vol. 2, pp. 617-618). New York, NY: John Wiley. 
 
Journal article with DOI [p. 198, #1] 1, 4 

Dilworth, K. M., Mortensen, J. K., Ebert, S., Tosdal, R. M., Smith, M. T. & Roberts, R. (2007). Cretaceous  

reduced granitoids in the Goodpaster Mining District, east central Alaska. Canadian Journal of Earth  

Sciences, 44, 1347-1373. doi:10.1139/E07-014 
 
Journal article without DOI (when DOI is not available) [p. 199, #3] 4  
 

Courtois, C. A. (1997). Guidelines for the treatment of adults abused or possibly abused as children. American 

Journal of Psychotherapy, 51, 497-550. 
 
Magazine article [p. 200, #7] 4 

 
 Gatehouse, J. (2002, May 27). The new solitudes. Maclean’s, 115(21), 20-25. 
 
 
Daily newspaper article [p. 200, #10] 

  
Switzer, M. (2002, May 23). Savages, heretics and the search for truth. Ottawa Citizen, p. A17. 

 



Electronic Sources 
  
 
Journal article with DOI [p. 198, #1] 1, 4 

 
 Wetherington, C. L. (2007). Sex-gender differences in drug abuse: A shift in the burden of proof? Experimental  

 and Clinical Psychopharmacology, 15, 411-417. doi:10.1037/1064-1297.15.5.411  
 
 
Journal article without DOI (when DOI is not available) [p. 199, #3] 2, 4 
  

Yusuff, K., & Awotunde, M. (2005). The frequency of drug history documentation in an institutionalized  

 tertiary care setting in Nigeria. Journal of Pharmacy & Pharmaceutical Sciences, 8, 141-146. Retrieved  

 from http://www.ualberta.ca/~csps/Journals/JPPS.htm 
 
 
Electronic version of a print book [p. 203, #19] 

 
Ford, J. (1999). Social class and the comprehensive school. Retrieved from http://lib.myilibrary.com 

 /Browse/open.asp?ID=46370 
 
 
Government report [p. 205, sec. 7.03] 
 
              Beckstead, D., Brown, W. M., & Newbold, K. B. (2008). Cities and growth: In situ versus migratory human  

 capital growth (Canadian Economy in Transition Research Paper Series Catalogue No. 11-622-M,  

 no. 019). Retrieved from Statistics Canada website: http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/11-622-m 

 /11-622-m2008019-eng.pdf 

 
 
Nongovernmental organization report [p. 205, sec. 7.03] 
 
              Canadian Institute for Health Information. (2008). Health care in Canada 2008. Retrieved from http://secure 

.cihi.ca/cihiweb/products/HCIC_2008_e.pdf 

 
 
Webpage [p. 212, #61] 3 

 
 Acton, G. S. (2005). Generalized interpersonal theory. Retrieved from http://www.personalityresearch.org 

/generalized.html 
 
Notes:  

1  A DOI (Digital Object Identifier) is an alphanumeric code that provides a persistent link to documents 
available on the Internet and in print. Include the DOI when available [p. 191]. 

2 Include the URL of the journal’s homepage (not a library’s or database’s homepage). If necessary, break 
the URL before punctuation marks; do not add a period at the end of the URL [pp. 191-192]. 

3 Only include the retrieval date for web documents if the material is likely to change over time, e.g., Wikis 
[p. 192]. 

4 Citations for material with continuous pagination do not require issue numbers. Include both volume and 
issue numbers only when the journal is paginated separately by issue [p. 186]. 
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