Science Building Renovations

By: Olivier Jarda

The science building renovations are behind schedule.  

Nevertheless, newly appointed Dean of Science Dr. Malcolm Butler, remains enthusiastic.  Butler, who began his term July 1st, in the midst of renovations, says the biggest problem for students has been finding people.  Blocked off areas and lack of proper signage has made it difficult for students to locate faculty and staff. 

Updated contact information for department chairs and secretaries has been posted on the SMUport homepage.

However, all science classes have been briefed on a regular basis, with special attention to first year students.  However, many students in the other faculties have remained in the dark about the building's developments. 

Weather-related complications, as well as the detection of asbestos in some parts of the building have slowed construction.  Parts of the building have been sealed off.

This week, chemistry students will be learning how to use computer software.  Because of the renovations, they will be relocated to a computer lab, with the help of ITSS.  Even though some of the physical labs are not ready, students continue to retain access to the needed amenities. 

Butler is thankful for the cooperation of various university departments, including ITSS, conference services, facilities management, the administration, and the public affairs department.  "The whole administrative structure is behind us," said Butler. 

Although some costs for the project are higher than was expected, Butler affirmed that the university is still spending within the budget's contingencies.  Butler estimates that half of the renovations are complete, and said expects finished product by next summer. 

Butler sees the renovations as a chance to expand the graduate program, while continuing to nurture undergraduates. "Because Saint Mary's faculty is so committed to undergraduate research, they continually seek new avenues of funding in order to hire 
more students." Butler said that Saint Mary's hires more students for research in the summer than many larger Canadian universities.

Saint Mary's new state-of-the-art research labs are long overdue.  The renovations have included better integration of computer equipment, and the addition of articulate arms to extract fumes from the bench top, enhancing safety in the labs.  Butler admitted that, "before, we were behind, but we now have competitive facilities." 
 
 "I've been very gratified by the tremendous support we have received from students."
As a token of appreciation, the university continues to give free water bottles to science students.

With the help of the renovated facilities, Butler's end goal is to increase the science faculty's work within the community, not only to attract more students, but to make Saint Mary's science more visible.
