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Sometimes we have to give a little to get a little and that's exactly what SMU Science students had to do this summer.

The Science Building undertook a drastic renovation, which became rather noticeable to students at the end of last year. In fact, summer students were well aware of the changes when they were relocated to various classrooms and study areas elsewhere on campus. At times, the inconvenience of noise was a bit frustrating to faculty and students, but a bigger picture was clear to all. 

The initial target of the project was a completion date of September 2007 and a total cost of $25.5 million. (Remember the campus renewal fee that was introduced two years ago? Now you know where your money's being spent – lucky science students!) To date, the project has had a few setbacks in respect to progress, with the first two phases of the project taking a few weeks longer than anticipated. However, despite a few construction barriers, students are now happily occupying labs and classrooms in the building. 

Anyone who didn't get a chance to see the building before the renewal may find it hard to appreciate the building as it stands now. Of course, the outside doesn't look like much, but if you check out the Facilities Management webpage or the Science Building Renewal channel on SMUport, you can see pictures and even a progress video from the very beginning. 

Students should be conscious of the impact such a project has on their studies. The addition of several new labs and classrooms, along with the improvements made to existing workspaces, has created a wonderful opportunity for those who will use the facilities. The potential for research and learning at Saint Mary's is incredible. 

As SRC Science Representative, I am currently sitting on two of the committees that deal with the project. It has been interesting to see just how much work goes in to the success of the project. Knowing that this expansion will benefit thousands of current and future students makes me proud to be a part of it. 

