Course Syllabus: CRIM 6606
Saint Mary’s University: Department of Sociology and Criminology 

Halifax, Nova Scotia
Time: 


Tuesdays 1:00 – 3:30

Place:  

SB 159



Instructor:

Ashley Carver



Office:

MS 417b



Telephone:

420-5876



E-Mail:

ashley.carver@smu.ca



Office:

Monday 4-5 and Tuesday  4-5
Introduction to the Course
This course presents the diversity of criminological thought and research with an eye to enabling you to undertake your thesis research.  Unlike traditional courses, the focus in not on a substantive field or area.  We will not be pursuing any particular intellectual approach or topic in depth.  Rather, this course will provide you with an opportunity to plan your intellectual path and reflect on your learning as you work toward writing a thesis. We will achieve this through several different types of activities including:
· Visits and presentations from individual faculty members

· Panel discussions from faculty (from SMU and other universities) and criminal justice personnel

· Presentations from relevant agencies and resources on campus (e.g., Library, Writing Centre, and Research Ethics Board)
· In class discussions, student presentations and debates
· Writing, writing and more writing

And, of course, there will be readings and research projects too!

assessmenT
The non-traditional nature of this course calls for a non-traditional method of evaluation of your work.  Instead of submitting only a set list of assignments, you will be compiling a “learning portfolio” for this class.  Learning portfolios are an ongoing and interactive way for you to document, interpret and reflect upon what you are learning in this program and in this course.  As Zubizarreta (2004:15) states, they “provid[e] a structure for students to reflect systematically over time on the learning process and to develop the aptitudes, skills and habits that come from critical reflection.”  Your learning portfolio will document and reflect upon stages of your learning process leading up to the writing of your Master’s Thesis.  A detailed description of the components of the Portfolio are presented at the end of this syllabus.  The portfolio will include work tied to the activities undertaken in this course, the Thesis Research course and other related assignments.

COURSE EVALUATION
Note: Due dates are noted in the detailed schedule of classes.  The value for each writing component is based on the first submission and any revisions/responses included in the final portfolio.
Portfolio Components





Writing Responses:








20%

Profiles









20%

Glossary of New Terms and Concepts





10%

Reflection on Courses







10%

Intellectual Autobiographies






10%
Other Components of the Courses


Class participation








15%

Presentation









15%



CONVERSION TABLE FOR GRADES

As per Saint Mary’s University regulations

	Grade
	Grade Points
	Percentage 
Equivalent
	Description

	A+
	4.3
	90-100
	

	A
	4.0
	85-89.99
	Excellent

	A-
	3.7
	80-84.99
	

	B+
	3.3
	77-79.99
	

	B
	3.0
	73-76.99
	Good

	B-
	2.7
	70-72.99
	

	C+
	2.3
	67-69.99
	

	C
	2.0
	63-66.99
	Satisfactory

	C-
	1.7
	60-62.99
	

	D
	1.0
	50-59.99
	Marginal Pass

	F
	0
	00-49.99
	Failure


COURSE POLICIES

In case of bad weather, my classes will be cancelled.  You should monitor the SMU weather line.
You must submit assignments to me in person, in class on the due date.  If you will be unable to do so, you must make an arrangement with me in advance.  I will not accept assignments, without penalty, past the deadline except in emergencies.  I may request evidence of the emergency (e.g., medical notes). You must approach me for an extension in advance of the deadline.  Otherwise, you will lose 5% for each day that the assignment/paper is late. 
Detailed Schedule of CLASSES
January 8:  Welcome and Introduction

· Begin Portfolio
Assignment: Intellectual Autobiography (due Jan 15th)
· Reading for next class:
What is a Crime?  Challenges and Alternatives: Discussion Paper from the Law Commission of Canada (2003) Parts I&II (http://dspace.dal.ca/dspace/handle/10222/10301)
January 15th: What is a Crime?
· CANCELLED
January 22nd: Make up.
· Activity:
· Intellectual Biography Presentation
In Class discussion about reading
· Portfolio Assignment:
Writing Response (due January 29th)

Research Interests – Topic you want to write about for your thesis

· Readings for next class will be assigned.
January 29th: Researching 
· Activity:
Library Consultation
Research Interest Presentation
· Portfolio Assignment:
     Writing Response (due February 5th)
· Readings for next Class:
1) Jeff Ferrell “Stumbling Toward a Critical Criminology (and into the Anarchy and Imagery of Postmodernism”  in Theoretical Issues in Criminology

2) Bryan Hogeveen and Andrew Woolford “Critical Criminology and Possibility in the Neoliberal Ethos” Forthcoming in Canadian Journal of Criminology and Criminal Justice

FRIDAY February 8th: Student Experiences in Post Grad Studies
· Activity
      Panel Discussion 
· Portfolio Assignment:
     Writing Response to Panel (due February 12th)
February 12th: Academic Panel: Expectations of Criminal Justice
· Portfolio Assignment:
Writing Response to panel (due Feb 26th)
February 26th : Academic Panel: Violence Against Women
· Portfolio Assignment:
Writing Response to panel (due March 4th)
Presentation of International profile (due March 4th)
March 4th 9: Debriefing and Presentation of International Profile
· Activity

Presentation of International scholar profile
· Portfolio Assignment:

Writing Response  (due January 16)


  Reflection on and Update of Intellectual Autobiography (due January 9)
March 11th: Academic Panel: Legal History
· Portfolio Assignment:
Writing Response to the panel (due March 18th)
March 18th: Academic Panel: Criminalisation of Poverty
· Portfolio Assignment:
          Writing Response (due March 25th)

March 25th: Academic Panel: What would you like to talk about?

· Choices:

· Restorative Justice

· Policing

· Ethnography

· Social Policy

· International Justice
· Portfolio Assignment:
          Writing Response (due April 1st)

· Local profile of faculty member (due April 1st)

April 1: “Profiling” round 2

· Activity

In-class discussion
· Portfolio Presentation:

Local Criminologist Profile
March 27: Student Presentations of Research Plans
· Activity
Public presentation of research plans to faculty and other graduate students

· Portfolio
   

Updated Intellectual Biography (due April 3)
Details of pORTFLIO AND Evaluation Components

Components of the Portfolio
Most weeks, a component (or two) of your portfolio will be due.  I will return them to you, with comments, in the next class.  When you submit your final portfolio you should submit the original document along with a revision or a response. 
· Intellectual Autobiography (2-6 pages)
You will write three short essays reflecting on your current intellectual perspectives and how you have come to adopt them.  In the first round of writing, you should recall courses completed in your undergraduate program and how they have led you to your current area of interest.  This may also provide a good opportunity to reflect upon your honour’s thesis.  In the subsequent pieces you should reflect on how you are growing intellectually.  Make these essays about the past and present—where are you intellectually and how did you get here? – but not about the future (we’ll leave that to your Writing Responses and Research Plans).  Throughout the year you should refer back to this autobiography to frame some of your writing responses.  
· Writing Responses (2-6 pages)
You will write responses to the readings, presentations and panels that take place in the class.  Please structure your responses around the following questions, although feel free to include additional observations:
  


1. What have I learned? Why did I learn?


2. How does what I have learned fit into my research plans and/or my intellectual 


    development?

3. What difference has the learning made in my intellectual, personal, and 

    ethical development?


4. In what ways is what I have learned valuable to have learned at all?

· Research Proposals

Basic outline of research interests
· Profiles
You will be compiling two profiles, one of a international scholar, the other on a local.

For your International Scholar Profile you will each select an author who writes in the area of criminology, about criminology as a discipline.  For the Local Scholar Profile you will choose someone locally who does research that interests you.
You will research these people’s work using the web, Nova Net and Sociological Abstracts. Your presentation will introduce the class to this person's work and to their career.  For the Local Scholar Profile you should make personal contact with the individual and arrange to ask them questions about their career, their approach to criminology and their approach to supervising graduate students.
When you submit your International Scholar Profile, you should also include a section on whether you used any of the skills presented in the library workshop—if so, how?  If not, why not?

When you submit your Local Scholar Profile, you should include a section that reflects on how this course, and the Thesis Research course, have (or have not) helped you in approaching a faculty member and formulating the types of questions you need to ask them.  

· Glossary of New Terms and Concepts

You will compile a glossary ranging from new words you have learned  to concepts that you either never knew or concepts that you are coming to understand better (who really ever knows what post-structuralism means?).  You glossary will include the word, a dictionary definition and your comments on how/why you are coming to better understand its meaning.
· Reflection on Courses (2-5 pages)
At the end of each term I’d like you to reflect upon your learning in each of your courses. This is not a forum for course evaluation but should focus on your learning process.  Questions to guide the reflection include:


1. What did I think I needed to learn when going into this course


2. What did I learn?

3. What’s gaps exist between #1 and #2?


4. Do I need to fill that gap?  If so, how will I fill it?


5. What did I learn that I did not know I needed to know?

Submission of the Portfolio

By the end of the year your portfolio will include a lot of material.  Please submit the document in a binder with a Table of Contents and with every component clearly identified. 
EVALUATION CRITERIA
In what follows I have laid out the criteria that will guide how I grade the work you do for this course.  These rubrics will give you a sense of what I am looking for in written work, class participation and presentations.  
Class Participation


	

	High 
	Medium
	Low

	Academic Skills
	
	
	

	
	Textual Understanding
	formulates questions
	understands generally
	sketchy understanding

	
	Speaking
	clear/articulate with complex ideas
	difficulty communicating
	inaudible, incomprehensible

	
	Listening
	exhibits understandings of ideas expressed by others 
	no obvious errors in hearing what others have said
	misunderstand others' points, parrots others

	
	Critical Thinking
	critiques assumptions without debunking
	understands critiques
	debunks without analysis

	Social Skills
	
	
	

	
	Teamwork
	provides constructive feedback to others
	too much focus on his/her ideas
	dismisses, undermines class efforts

	
	Good Manners

 & Sensitively
	polite, respectful, even when critiquing others
	occasionally rude or harsh but generally not
	generally inconsiderate

	Personal Skills
	
	
	

	
	Honesty/Integrity
	admits fault for wrongdoing or when argument is not winning
	attempts to adhere to high standards
	cannot be trusted, does not follow through on commitments

	
	Willingness to Accept Criticism
	never defensive
	usually not defensive
	defensive

	
	Responsibility and Initiative 
	punctual, gets work done, does readings etc. 
	generally does work as requires
	unreliable, shows no initiative, passive 
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� These questions are adapted from Zubizarreta (2004).


�  These questions are drawn from Zu izarreta (2004)


�  Modified from The National Teaching and Learning Forum vol 13, no. 6, Supplemental Materials, Appendix A "Socratic Practice/Ready for Work: Class Participation Assessment Rubric" at <� HYPERLINK "http:///www.ntlf,com/html/lin/suppat/1306a.htm" ��http:///www.ntlf,com/html/lin/suppat/1306a.htm�> accessed January 4, 2005.
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