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9:00-9:10
Welcome

9:10-9:50
Session 1

Nicole Bauman, Saint Mary’s University  

Powerful or Powerless: Female University Students Voluntarily Subscribing to Raunch Culture
My thesis is a critical discourse analysis of literature on raunch culture in relation to women’s increasing enrolment at post secondary institutions starting in the 1980s. Using Foucault’s technologies of the self, Butler’s performativity, and Goffman’s dramaturgy, I will offer motivation for female university students who voluntarily subscribe to the self-sexually objectifying tendencies inherent in raunch culture.

Renee Tonge, Saint Mary’s University
Different but the same: judges understanding and application of intersectionality

An examination of the court’s decision in the cases of R. v Mason and R.v. Hamilton, shows the court’s limited understanding and application of  intersectionality in sentencing. My presentation will focus on identifying and analysing the limitations of the arguments presented by the Ontario Court of Appeal. I will then propose a definition of intersectionality that could be used to inform sentencing of minorities within Canada.
Kayla Follett, Saint Thomas University
 “Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free”: How the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal has Responded to Hate Speech on the Internet 

Regulating hate speech is a complex issue. Today, the Internet creates a myriad of legal issues and debates, however, it is generally agreed that hate speech carries unique harms to the groups that it targets. The most significant point of contention within the literature is how to control hate. By conducting a qualitative, inductive analysis using Grounded Theory methodology, this thesis analyzes section 13 case decisions (“Hate Messages”, Canadian Human Right Act), ranging from 1976 to 2009 (21 decisions in total). The guiding research question is: “How does the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal (CHRT) interpret hate speech in accordance with section 13?”
Dee M. Dooley, Saint Mary’s University

Battered Women's Syndrome Revisited: A Discursive Analysis of Canadian Criminal Case Law

This presentation will examine the legal response to battered women who violently offend against their abusers. The purpose of my proposed thesis is to examine the legal narrative that arises out of the victim-offender continuum that battered women are situated upon in criminal law proceedings.  This process of criminalization, facilitated through criminal case law, will be examined using poststructuralist, feminist legal theory in order to move beyond the current analytical dead end that has presented itself in terms of law as a site for political struggle around issues of intimate partner violence.
 

9:50-10:10
Questions

10:10-10:50
Session II

Shannon Ramsay, Saint Mary’s University

Interactions in the live Music Scene: A Dramaturgical Perspective on the Context of Self, Stage, Venue and Sound

This research project sociologically examines live music venue interactions by applying symbolic interactionist theory; specifically Goffman’s Dramaturgical perspective.  Theatrical performances are observed during the Halifax Pop Explosion of 2010, with actor’s impression management, roles, faux pas, and front and back stage nuances and interactions being analyzed.

Jennifer Seaward, Saint Mary’s University

Simone Weil and the Future of Food: Conditions of Local Agriculture

Discourses surrounding local food have grown in recent years in both academic and popular circles. While this literature addresses some aspects of local food, much is left to demystify.  Through this research project I will utilize Simone Weil's critique of Marxism to develop a theoretical framework to analyze local food movements.
Katie MacLeod, Dalhousie University

Leaving L’Acadie: Culture Retention Among Acadians Living Outside Traditional Regions 

The Acadians in Nova Scotia are by far a minority, however, their culture remains to be strong. In various parts of the province there are small tight-knit communities that perpetuate and live Acadian culture from day to day. However, this is not the case for all those who self-identify as Acadian. With employment and education opportunities elsewhere in the province many Acadians have and continue to leave the Acadian regions of the province and move to more industrial towns and cities. When they leave they risk assimilation into the dominant English-speaking population and mainstream society. Their identity is tied to various primordial ties, displays of their ethnicity, and cultural resurgence, which differ by generation. This paper is based on research done among self-identified Acadians who explain the various ways they preserve and retain their culture while not living in a traditional region. The data also sleds light on the struggles and regrets they have about their identity and their sense of belonging.
Scott Russell, Working With Students: Restorative Justice in the School System, Saint Mary’s University
Restorative Justice has gained a great deal of notoriety since the mid 1990’s and continues to gain momentum as an alternative form of justice. With its central focus being victim needs and offender responsibility for repairing harm, the restorative justice paradigm has started to show promise as a form of conflict resolution in the school system. This presentation will seek to identify the practicality of implementing restorative justice into the school system through an analysis of current limitations and potential facilitating factors for this process.

10:50-11:10
Questions
11:10-11:30
Refreshment Break

11:30-12:00
Session III

Mariek Kocay, Saint Mary’s Univeristy
The Pull of Home in Return Migration: Coming Back to the HRM

Return migration is a common phenomenon that is often overlooked in socio-cultural studies of migration. Political and economic studies, which make up the majority of research on return migration and focus on a macro-level, contribute to the overall understanding of return migration but do not offer a complete understanding of individuals’ decision-making processes and experiences. This study aims at starting to understand the individual in return migration, specifically to the Halifax Regional Municipality, and how the draw of home enables and affects the process of returning. Returnees vary in when and why they return, and this study hopes to clarify on this variety by examining individuals' experience in returning to the HRM. 

Sacha Smith
“Be Happy for her death. Rejoice in it”: A discourse analysis of news reports on Facebook facilitated victim blaming 

This project studies how the idea of victim blaming is facilitated by internet memorial/tribute pages on the social networking website Facebook, through looking at four specific international cases- the Laura Szendrei, Justine Jones and Phoebe Prince cases, as well as the Pitt Meadows gang rape case.

Jeff Mitchell, Saint Mary’s University
“RU/18”: An Analysis of a ‘Techno-sexual’ Generation, and a State’s Attempt at Regulating their Sexuality

This research project examines the case of Phillip Alpert, an 18 year-old Floridian who is now a registered sex offender after being convicted of child pornography charges. As technology provides more opportunities to communicate, youth are expressing their sexuality. “Sexting” has emerged as a threat to the ‘proper’ development of youth sexuality. A Foucauldian framework is used to gain an understanding of how youth use technology to express their sexuality. Inquiry is then directed to the various actions of the state to survey, identify and regulate youth sexuality in an advancing technological age.

12:00-12:20 
Questions

12:20-1:30
Lunch

1:30-2:00
Session IV

Jody Wasserman, Saint Mary’s University

Power, Confinement, Resistance: The Case of Ashley Smith
Ashley Smith killed herself in a Canadian federal prison under the direct observation of seven prison guards. My research examines some of the contributing factors leading up to her death, namely the abuse of transfers and continuous administrative segregation. From her time spent in youth detention centres, psychiatric facilities and federal prison, Ashley Smith appears to have remained the one constant in an ever changing series of initiatives taken by Correctional Services of Canada to have her fit a mould of stability that only resulted in mind-boggling unstable results. Through my theoretical framework I hope to explain how resistance to a higher power can create obstacles that may be difficult to fix through policy alone. The case of Ashley Smith is just one example of how we can use a Foucaultian theory to better understand what happens when institutional power fails to create the submissive inmate.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Oliver Black, Saint Thomas University
“Fair, firm, but not too friendly:” An analysis of correctional officer-inmate relationships in prison

This research examines the complex working relationships correctional officers build with inmates in the context of their everyday interactions and exchanges inside prisons.  To achieve a detailed understanding of how officers experience these relationships, several in-depth interviews were conducted with both male and female officers working within minimum and medium security institutions.  
Anne Sutherland, Saint Thomas University
What went wrong? Exploring the case of Erin Walsh 
The purpose of this paper is to explore the causes of Erin Walsh’s wrongful conviction. Why did he spend time in prison for a crime he did not commit? How did he eventually clear his name? And what could have been done to avoid his wrongful conviction? Each of these questions will be addressed in his research. 

2:00-2:20
Questions

2:20-3:00
Session V

Sean Harvey, Saint Mary’s University

The Mexican Drug War: An American Creation

Mexico is a country in turmoil with a rapidly increasing murder rate. Since the start of the drug war in 2006 twenty-two thousand people have been killed as a direct result of the violence, three thousand three hundred in just the first three months of 2010. The Mexican border city of Ciudad Juarez now has the highest homicide rate in the world, in this city a person is murdered every three hours. Sources say that 90-95% of all weapons used to commit homicide in Mexico originated in the United States. This is due to the American government’s lack of desire to appropriately regulate the distribution of firearms. The inability of the United States government to establish and enforce proper regulatory legislation while possessing the knowledge that they are the major supplier of weapons to the Mexican drug cartels is an act of state facilitated cooperate crime.  

Matthew Hargrove, Saint Mary’s University

ANTIFA and the Fanonian Ethic of Violence
As a movement, Russian ANTIFA uses violence strategically as a method of resistance against the Russian neo-Nazi movement, which has created forbidden quarters in the communities of Russia’s cities. Violence as a method of resistance is pursued as a strategy of empowering collective action, used in conjunction with varied peaceful activist strategies to create a unified and effective front against a visibly more numerous, well connected and powerful enemy. ANTIFA is a unification of different sub-groups who advocate and utilize varying degrees of violence, but all sharing a common goal of anti-racist and anti-fascist resistance. My research consisted of identifying four key themes from Fanon's "Concerning Violence" and finding qualifications in content analysis of ANTIFA documents.
Kelsey Ford, Saint Thomas University
 “Investigating police discretion: ‘What is going to serve the greater good?’”
This research project investigates how police officers view their discretionary decision-making powers, specifically with regards to cases of possession of cannabis and domestic violence.

Kelsey Knowles, Saint Thomas University
Social Bonds to School and Delinquency: A Descriptive Study

Research relating to Travis Hirschi’s (1969) social bond theory indicates that students’ social bonds to school are directly related to their propensity for delinquency. This research seeks to understand what Hirschi’s “social bonds to school” construct contributes to an understanding of a population of “multi-barrier” youth

3:00-3:20
Questions

3:30

Pizza
