SOCIOLOGY 4495.2/CRIMINOLOGY 4501.2
ADVANCED SOCIOLOGICAL AND CRIMINOLOGICAL THEORY
Instructor:  Dr. John L. McMullan

Office:  MS 403

Phone:  420-5885

Course Description


The seminar in advanced theory concerns the postmodern and some of the more important thinkers associated with postmodern thought.  The course is focussed on several key figures and the relevance of their ideas to contemporary issues such as consumerism, social surveillance, virtual worlds and identities, and semiotics and mythology.  This course will commence with a consideration of J.F. Lyotard’s ideas about the postmodern condition and the failure of grand narratives.  Then we will explore the ideas of  M. Foucault concerning social surveillance, population and governmentality and their significance for everyday life in the 21st century.  Next we will examine J. Baudrillard’s ideas pertaining to consumerism, technology and simulation and their relevance to contemporary telematic societies.  Finally we will look at the work of R. Barthes on the semiology of everyday life in mass culture. 
The course is taught as a seminar and students are expected to actively participate in generating and pursuing discussions on class issues.  Students will make weekly presentations in rotation on the required readings individually or in small teams.  On occasion, students will also make short oral presentations on specific course assignments. 

Basic Texts  - Required Readings

All the required readings for this course are available on reserve at the SMU library and are listed below under the topic headings.
Course Evaluation System

Class Presentation




20%

Class Participation




10%

Assignment 1





15%

Assignment 2





15%

Final Exam





40%

Attendance at all seminars is mandatory.

Schedule for Assignments

Assignment # 1





Assignment # 2




Final Exam





Exam period   

Outline of Topics







Weeks

1.) Introduction to Postmodern Thought




    1

2.) Jean Lyotard and the Postmodern Condition



    1

3.) Michel Foucault: Panopticism, Discipline Surveillance


    1

4.) Michel Foucault: Population, Body Discourse



    1
5.) Michel Foucault: Governmentality and Risk


                1
6.) Michel Foucault: Thinking with and Against Michel Foucault

    1
7.) Jean Baudrillard: Consumer Society and the Code


    1

8.) Jean Baudrillard: Simulation and Virtuality 



    1

9.) Roland Barthes: Mythologies and semiotics of everyday life 
 
    1

10.) Course Review







    1

Topic 1:  An Introduction to Postmodern Social Theory

G. Ritzer (1997) “Postmodern Social Theory, Sociology and Sociological Theory”, ch 1, in G. Ritzer Postmodern Social Theory Toronto: McGraw-Hill.

D. Lyon (1994) “Postmodernity: The History of an Idea”, ch 2, in D. Lyon Postmodernity Buckingham: Open University Press.
Topic 2:  Jean Francis Lyotard and the Postmodern Condition

J.F. Lyotard (1996) “The Postmodern Condition: A Report on Knowledge” (excerpts) in J.F. Lyotard  The Postmodern Condition:   A report on Knowledge,  pgs XXCCI – XXV, 31-47, 64-67. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota.
J. Lechte (1994)  “ Jean Francois Lyotard” in Fifty Contemporary Thinkers  London: Routledge.
G. Ritzer (1997) “Other French Postmodern Thinkers”, ch 7 [ pp 128-132] in G. Ritzer Postmodern Social Theory, Toronto:  McGraw-Hill.
B. Dorfman (2002) “Postmodernism, Knowledge and J.F. Lyotard” Impact, 15:5.

D. Mann (1998) “Truth, The XFiles and The Postmodern Condition”, Mid-Atlantic Almanack, Vol. 7.
Topic 3:  Michel Foucault: Panopticism, Discipline Surveillance
M. Foucault (1977) “Panopticism” in M. Foucault Discipline and Punish: New York: Vintage Books.
G. Ritzer (1997) “Michel Foucault Part1: Archaeology of Knowledge, Genealogy of Power” in G. Ritzer Postmodern Social Theory  Toronto: McGraw-Hill.

R. Whitaker (1999) “The Night has a Thousand Eyes”: New Technologies of Surveillance in R. Whitaker, The End of Privacy New York: New Press.
M. McCahill (2002) “The Panopitcon Mall” in M. McCahill, The Surveillance Web.  Cullompton: Willan Press.

Topic 4:  Michel Foucault: Discourse, Body, Population
M. Foucault (1984) “Rights of Death and Power over Life” and  in P. Rabinow (ed) The Foucault Reader.  New York: Pantheon.
W. Staples (2000) “Bodily Intrusions” in W. Staples Everyday Surveillance. New York: Rowman and Littlefield.

S. Cole (2001) “The Genetic Age” in S. Cole, Suspect Identities: A History of Fingerprinting and Criminal Identification.  Cambridge: Harvard University Press.

T. Monahan and T. Wall (2207) “Somatic Surveillance: Corporeal Control through information systems” Surveillance and Society 4:3.
Topic 5: Michel Foucault: Governmentality and Risk 
M. Foucault (1991) “Governmentality” in G. Burchill, C. Gordon and P. Miller (eds). The Foucault Effect: Studies in Governmentality. Chicago: U. of Chicago Press.
D. Garland (1997) “ ‘Governmentality’ and the Problem of Crime”: Foucault, Criminology, Sociology. Theoretical Criminology.  Vol:2; 1.
M. Andrejevic (2005) “The Work of Watching One Another: Lateral Surveillance, Risk and Governance”. Surveillance and Society, 2:4.
A.F. Collins(2006) “The Pathological Gambler and the Government of Gambling” in J.F. Cosgrove (ed). The Sociology of Risk and Gambling Reader.  NY Routledge, Taylor and Franics.
Topic 6: Thinking With and Against Michel Foucault
A. Hunt (1994) “Deploying Foucault for a Sociology of Law as Governance” in 
A Hunt and G. Wickham, Foucault and Law, London: Pluto Press.
J.L. McMullan (2007) “Lost Lives at Westray: Official Discourse, Public Truth and Controversial Death” Canadian Journal of Law and Society, Vol. 22:1.

T. Mathiesen (1997) The Viewer Society: Michel Foucault’s Panopticon Revisited”. 
Theoretical Criminology 1:1.

S.P. Hier (2003) “Probing the Surveillant Assemblage: On the dialectics of 
surveillance practices as processes of social control”.  Surveillance and Society 1(3).
Topic 7:  Jean Baudrillard: Consumer Society and the Code
J. Baudrillard (1988) “The System of Objects” and “Consumer Society” in 
J. Baudrilard: Selected Writings (edited by M. Poster). Stanford: Stanford
University Press.

G. Ritzer (1997) “Baudrillard 1: Basic Theoretical Ideas”, ch5, in G. Ritzer, 
Postmodern Social Theory.  Toronto: McGraw-Hill.

G. Ritzer (1997) “Postmodern Social Theory: an application” in ch 11, in 
G. Ritzer, Postmodern Social Theory.  Toronto: McGraw-Hill.
Topic 8: J. Baudrillard: Simulation and Virtuality
J. Baudrillard (1988) “Simulation and Simulacra” in J. Baudrillard: Selected 
Writings (edited by M. Poster) Stanford: Stanford University Press. 

W. Bogard (1996) Surveillance, its simulation and hyper control in Virtual 
Systems in W. Bogard The Simulation of Surveillance. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press.

D. Lyon (2001) “Surveillant Sorting in the City” in D. Lyon Surveillance Society. 
Buckingham: Open University Press.

M. Poster (1995) “Postmodern Virtualities” in M. Poster The Second Media Age. 
Oxford: Polity Press.

Topic 9: Roland Barthes: Mythologies and semiotics of everyday life

R. Barthes “Wrestling” “Striptease” “Myth Today” (excerpts) from R. Barthes 
Mythologies, London:  Paladin 1973.
R. Seiler “Roland Barthes” www.ucalgary.ca retrieved 12/6/2007.

J. Sherry (1987) “Advertising as a Cultural System” in J. Umiker-Sebeok (ed) 
Marketing and Semiotics, N.Y. Mouton de Gruyter.
J. Marlow (2001) “The Last Gasp: Cigarette Advertising on Billboards in the 
1990’s.” Journal of Communication Inquiry, 25:1.

R. Passikoff and R. Halman (1987) “The Semiotics of Possessions and Commercial Communication” in J. Umiker-Sebeok (ed) Marketing and Semiotics, N.Y. 
Mouton de Gruyter.
Topic 10: Review of Course Materials
