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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAR

As we are moving into the fourth year of this publication, | want to extend my greeting
our students, staff and faculty, to acknowledge and congratulate them on their individua
collective accomplishments, and to highlight key events and developments in our De
ment during the past year.

The fall and winter terms have been a very busy time for the Department working
many of the recommendations that came out of our Academic Review last year. Whilg
process is still underway, the Department had its substantive curriculum revisions pad
approved by the Arts Executive and the Arts Council but decided to wait one more
before the implementation of the package, so that it could work out the detailed course
ning and course equivalencies for students who would be caught in the transition. In
tion, our faculty worked in small ad hoc groups on developing common objectives and b
content for core courses that would help eliminate overlap and ensure that key areas
core were well covered. The new curriculum is expected to be implemented in the acac
year 20112012. Our Annual Retreat in the early fall, well prepared throughout the sum
by our Academic Planning Committee and expertly facilitated by Dr. Ann Manicom,
gaged Departmental policy and climate issues and was highly successful.

In the winter the Department alsohosted for a week Dr. Leila Bijos, Associate Profess
the MA Program in Law of the Catholic University of Brasilia. Dr. Bijos came on an of
cial visit from her University in the context of renewing an Academic Exchange Agreen

emic
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with Saint Maryds University, focusing 'K}Iess%n%f';or%bhalL”arSO] exch:
ate and MA programs in Law and our Criminology undergraduate and graduate programs.—  ~
Dr. Bijos gave a public talk entitled nPAhMLEMak“Q(Lewaﬁd ------ \bi ofl ence
while we held two workshops and a series of meetings in order to flesh out the terms of the,c ity publications and other
exchange that opens up new opportunities for our students, including an intensive fieldctivities 7
course in Brazil in the summer. i

A Special Thanks.................... 8
In the winter the Department also hosted two major public lectures. Dr. Margaret Abraflamy,;o.rs and Grad Students .11
Sociology Professor at Hofstra University, New York, delivered the Helen Ralston Annual
Memorial Lecture on AAddressing Domest i cSugengeceyesglg Awar.ldgiout h A
United Statesbo. Professor Audrey Mackl! i|n vah@e BuvéyRess, 158 § w, uni
iOmar Khadr : Citizenship, Politics and|the Rule of Lawp. Our
successful AfiCareer Exploration Dayod on| February 5, fealturing
tions of their current employment / careers and how these relate to their Sociology and
Criminology degree experiences. The event promises to be an annual one for our Depart-
ment. Our new Criminology and Sociology Student Society have been actively engaged in

promoting and facilitating all of these activities and | would like to publicly acknowled
this as well as congratulate them for their citizenship.

Message continued on page 5
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STUDENT SOCIETY RELAUNCHED

Beginning in January, a group of studentssocieties help bring cohesion between

decided to restart the Criminology Sociol- students and faculty. In order not to lose

ogy Soci ety ( CSS) . thi§ watuabl& cesoureet iy & shoped ithats t

event, cehosting the Helen Ralston recep- faculty and students will become engaged

tion, was well attended. Students had thewi t hi n the CS Societyods dev
opportunity to interact with faculty and
administrators in a casual environment.

The Society would like to thank faculty
members who allowed for the Society to
Following the first event, the Society do class talks along with those who have
participated in fundraising events for helped in expansion thus far. Please use
community organizations such as Steppingthe contact information below with any
Stone and hosted events which helpedsuggestions in hopes of having a strong
build a sense of community within the and beneficial Society for the next aca-
department. demic year.

The Society has just begun within the SMU CSS CePresident
department, but due to the transient nature )
- Jeff Mitchell
of student run societies, constant change

threatens its development. DepartmentJeff.mitchelll@smu.ca

Department societies help bring cohesion between students and faculty.
In order not to lose this valuable resource, it is hoped that faculty and

students wi |l become engaged within the
SISTER HELEN SECOND ANNUAL HELEN RALSTON
RALSTON MEMORIAL LECTURE

RSCJ, Ph.D., Professor Emerita of
Sociology at Saint Maryos University
and one of the grandes dames of Cana:

dian Sociology, passed away on Decem- The Second Annual Dr. Helen Ralston Memorial Lecture was extremely inter-

ber 25, 2006, following a brief illness. estin g and a fittin g tribute to Dr . Ral
She wes e i Neressis, Ny e Dr. Margg_ret _Abraham_, who spoke on Domestic Violer_me in _South Asian_

Wales, Australia in 1929. She main- Communities in the United States. She provided the audience with an analyti-

tained her family ties and Australian cal look into the real issues associated with domestic violence in these commu-

contacts till the end of her life, traveling - . .

to Australia at least once a year and nities that is often ignored by the layperson and researchers. Her lecture was

STRCHIR T GAIEITE LRl 2N O GUER) EEn, very informative and provoked important directions for further research.

since her retirement especially. Being
active in research till the end of her life,
she was usually a visiting fellow at

various Australian universities, lecturin . . . .
and attending conferences. 9 Dr. Abraham discussed the progression of domestic violence research, and the

neglect to identify pertinent issues of South Asian involvement and victimiza-
tion. She explained that most research on domestic violence was conducted in
the 1970s by researchers that did not look past mainstream issues. Research

Her work focused on various issues
concerning migrant women, with relig-
ion, identity and empowerment as key

themes. Critiquing the literure about tended to ignored issues of class, race, ethnicity, and citizen status, making the
SouthAsian immigrant women as study of domestic violence incomplete. She advocated that research on do-
RGNy 2 BIEES] O [MmEEE [0 i mestic violence encompass many unaddressed factors, such as relationship

Ontario, and often in Toronto, she intro-
duced a regional perspective, first look-
ing at the Atlantic region then in BC.

with partner and nomnspousal individuals in their life (i.e. those who sponsor
their spouse), process of immigration, getting a green card, and simply being

She also did comparative work that dealt in a new country. Furthermore, for many immigrant populations it is impor-

with Canada, Australia, Fiji and New tant to acknowledge secondary factors like family relations in their home

eIl country, because this could contribute to not reporting or remaining with the
abuser.




Dr. Evie Tastsoglou, Dr. Audrey MacNevin, Dr.

Esther Enns, and Dr. Margaret Abraham

HELEN RALSTON MEMORI AL LECTURE
CONTINUED

Interestingly, Dr. Abraham educated the audience on the intersecting nature

cultural and structural factors linked to domestic violence in South Asian com-

munities. She spoke on the connection between patriarchy, immigratio
courts, police, housing, healthcare, and culture types and values. Not surp
i ng, but confirming many peopl ebs
2001, many South Asian women were reluctant to report domestic violeng
due to the very real threat of racism. She also observed that police are
sensitized to issues of domestic violence and the courts do not understand i
the form of immigration and language barriers. Dr. Abraham elaborated g
the various domestic violence laws that were enacted and the downfalls
each. In addition, she explained that the Patriot Act added to the domes
violence problems for South Asian communities because of the constant trag
ing, detaining, and deportation occurring.

Dr . Abrahamdés talk demonstrated th
South Asian Communities has a different appearance than the norm. Domes
violence experienced by people of these cultures can occur in the form of i
migration related issues, such as fear of deportation, as well as through isq
tion from friends, family, community. In addition to the physical and sexua
abuse seen in most cultures, South Asian women may experience control
reproductive rights and the sexually flaunting of the other by the husban
Domestic violence also appears in the form of fiscal deprivation, abuse by i
laws, and intimidation by partner around issue of deportation and child care.
is clear from Dr. Abraham's lecture that specialized attention and resear
South Asian communities and other immigrant population is needed to full
understand the complexities of the issue.

Janice Sampson, 4th Year Criminology Student
(future Women and Gender Studies Masters
student)

SISTER HELEN
RALSTON

Both as a researcher and writer
but also as an activist on social
justice issues, Helen had earneg
national and international rec-
ognition for her work in the
areas of artgexist and anti
racist social justice. She was an
active member of numerous
organizations, including the
N International Sociological As-
IS- sociation (having served on the
b executigef 08 Researdh eConf-
e mittees RC 05 Ethnic, Race
not and Minority Relations and RC
t in32 i Women in Society), the
Canadian Ethnic Studies Asso-
o ciation (Executive member);
. the Shastri Ind&Canadian In-
tc stitute, the Canadian Research
K- Institute for the Advancement
of Women (CRIAWNS) and
the Canadian Social Develop-
ment Program Committee of
a KAIRO$; €anagligncEgumenie
tic cal Justice Initiatives, among
n. others.
la- She was regularly invited to
lecture on immigration, settle-
Of ment and multicultural poli-
d. cies, and various social justice
N issues around the world and, in
It particular, on her extensive
ch research into the interconnec-
y tions of gender, race and class
in the lived experiences of
South Asian immigrant women
in Canada and Australia.
Evie Tastsoglou
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