	[image: image1.png]



	MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 7-9 pm
Joe Hermer

Centre of Criminology,  University of Toronto

Idle and Disorderly: 

The Regulation of Poverty as a Crime

Grant Wanzel

Architecture and Planning,  Dalhousie University

The Criminalization  of Poverty. . .  

And the Impoverishment of Everything Else


Joe Hermer's research and activism addresses how poverty is governed as an object of disorder and crime. He is currently working on projects for the Law Commission of Canada (on the regulation 'welfare fraud') and the Homelessness Directorate of the Government of Canada on the relation between homelessness and the criminal justice system.  His talk will explore two related areas: 1) the erosion of ideals of generosity and entitlement in the ways we politically organize our responsibilites to strangers, and, 2) the wide range of ways in which poor people have been re-located into a realm of disorder that is then subject to intense policing and moral scrutiny.

Grant Wanzel's teaching, research, writing and practice has always focused on housing, including matters of policy, history, theory, development and design.  He balances his responsibilities as a full-time academic with his commitments as a housing activist, community organizer, architect-planner, and developer of non-profit housing.  He is president of the Creighton/Gerrish Development Association.  His talk will address how public space has become subject to the norms of private property.  Behaviours that may have been tolerated in the civic realm may now be interpreted as exhibiting criminal intent.  Manipulations of architectural space and form contribute to the problem.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9 at 10 am and 1 pm
	10 am 

Panel on Making and Denying Home
	1 pm 

Panel on The Community Impact


See reverse for complete program details.  
There will be a light lunch provided between the sessions.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9 at 7pm

Public Town Hall Meeting moderated by Costas Halavrezos (CBC Radio 1)
All Events at Brunswick StreeT united Church

Tuesday, November 9
10:00: Making and Denying Home 

Jeff Karabanow and Phillip Clement (Dalhousie University)


Understanding Homeless Youth in Canada

Bruk Melles (Department of Community Services)


Who Stole the Soul? The Case of the Gottingen Street Neighbourhood, 1950-2000
Prashan Ranasinghe (University of Toronto)


The Regulation of Homelessness Through Zoning Law: 


A Case Study of Toronto's Homeless Shelter By-Law
12:00 to 1:00 LUNCH
1:00: The Community Impact

Jeanne Fay  (Dalhousie Legal Aid) 


Social Assistance as Penal Code

Maureen MacDonald (MLA, Halifax  Needham)


Poor Bashing, Trashing and Lashing: The Politics of Pandering

Wayne MacNaughton (Community Activist)


Being Homeless in a Post-9/11 World

Paul O'Hara (North End Community Health Centre)


Poverty and Exclusion: Is Current Policy Criminally Responsible for Who Gets Housed in Jails?
7:00 pm Public Town Hall Meeting: Is Being Poor a Crime?  
Moderated by Costas Halavrezos (CBC Radio 1)
Entertainment by the Shining Lights Choir

We have invited a diverse intersection of people from government, media, and the community as well as a panel of people who live in poverty to provide insight into how regulations affect them on a daily basis.  The Town Hall will stimulate dialogue on how government policies are changing in ways that over regulate people with severely limited economic resources.  We hope to address recent trends toward criminalization in urban policy, cut-backs in publicly-funded services, shrinking public and publicly-supported spaces, and the erosion of community members' commitment to each other.  The Town Hall will bring together community, academic and political representatives and will help contribute to solutions that minimize the use of criminal law or intense statutory regulations as ways of dealing with poverty and homelessness in our city.

Sponsors: 
Saint Mary's University, Law Commission of Canada, and Community Action on Homelessness
All Events at Brunswick StreeT united Church
