COURSE SYLLABUS

ADVANCED RESEARCH METHODOLOGY CRIM4502.1/SOCI4493.1/CRIM6602.1
Dr. Madine VanderPlaat

Department of Sociology & Criminology

Vanier C-22-2

Email:  madine.vanderplaat@smu.ca
Tel: 496-8289

Office Hours:  Thursday 2:30-4:00

Course Description
The primary objective of this seminar course is to reacquaint students with a variety of research traditions and related methodological and epistemological issues. First, the course will look at what it means to do social research, the role of power in research relationships, and challenges posed by quantitative and qualitative data as well as critical research practices and mixed methods approaches. Second, the course aims to offer students an opportunity to address current methodological issues as they pertain to their own research interests thereby providing each with the potential to knowledgeably justify and explain her or his chosen methodology and method.
Readings

The course will rely on a series of four readings per seminar.  These will be distributed the first day of the class.

Seminar Participation
Students are responsible for reading all assignments and providing a synopsis of one article per class.  In addition, the two graduate students will take turns summarizing the main learnings of each seminar.  These summaries will be presented and discussed at the beginning of the following class.

Student Presentations

Students will also be responsible for presenting a seminar on their own research interests demonstrating how the subject is approached by researchers using different methodologies.    Students will be expected to provide 2-3 readings to the class one week prior to their presentation.

Paper
Students will be responsible for submitting a 15-20 page paper based on their seminar presentation, feedback and  the learnings generated through the discussions on the course readings.

Evaluation
The evaluation structure is as follows:

Seminar Participation

60%

Presentation


15%

Paper



25%





____





100%

Grading
The grading structure is as follows:
A+ 93-100

B+ 77-79

C+ 67-69
D 50-59

A    86-92

B   73-76

C   63-66
F  <50

A – 80-85

B-  70-72

C-  60-62

SCHEDULE

September 9th 

 Introductions and Overview
September 16th   
What does it mean to do social research?
Oakley, Ann. 1999.  Paradigm wars: Some thoughts on a personal and public trajectory. International Journal of Social Research Methodology. 2(3): 247-254.
Williams, Malcolm. 2000.  Social Research – the emergence of a discipline?  International Journal of Social Research Methodology.  3(2): 157-166.

Hammersley, Martin. 2000. Varieties of social research: a typology.  International Journal of Social Research Methodology.   3(3): 221-229.

Bryman, Alan. 2007.  The research question in social research:  What is its role? International Journal of Social Research Methodology. 10(1): 5-20.
Synopsis:  Scott Russell
September 23rd:  
Researching ‘the other’
Egharevba, Itohan. 2001. Researching an ‘other’ minority ethnic community: reflections of a black female researcher on the intersections of race, gender and other power positions on the research process.  International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.  4(3): 225-241.  (1st Reader:  Shannon Ramsay;  2nd Reader:   Jody Wasserman)
Campbell, Elaine. 2003.  Interviewing men in uniform: a feminist approach? International  Journal of Social Research Methodology. 6(4): 285-304. (1st Reader:  Natasha Baloch ; 2nd Reader:   Sean Harvey)

Fawcett, Barbara & Hearn, Jeff. 2004.  Researching others: epistemology, experience, standpoints and participation. International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.  7(3): 210-218. (1st Reader:  Nicole Baumann;  2nd Reader:   Keigan O’Laughlin)

Thapar-Björkert , Suruchi and Henry, Marsha. 2004. Reassessing the research relationship: location, position and power in fieldwork accounts.  International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.  7(5): 363-381. (1st Reader:  Renee Tonge; 2nd Reader:   Deanna Collins)

Synthesis:  Dianne Dooley
September 30th  
Issues in quantitative research
Semmens, Natasha. 2001. The relationship between accuracy and confidence in survey-based research:  Findings from a pilot study on crime.  International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.  4(3) 173-182. (1st Reader:  Sean Harvey;  2nd Reader:   Renee Tonge)
Farrall, Stephen. 2004.  Revisiting crime surveys: emotional responses without emotions OR look back at anger.  International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.   7(2): 157-171.  (1st Reader:  Keigan O’Laughlin;  2nd Reader:   Shannon Ramsay)

Jackson, Jonathon. 2005.  Validating new measures of the fear of crime. International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.  8(4): 297-315. (1st Reader:  Deanna Collins;  2nd Reader:   Natasha Blaloch)

Wood, Robert T. & Williamsn, Robert J.  2007.  ‘How much money do you spend on gambling?’ The comparative validity of question wordings used to access gambling expenditure.  International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.  10(1): 63-77. (1st Reader:  Jody Wasserman;  2nd Reader:   Nicole Baumann)

Synopsis: Scott Russell
October 7th

No Class
October 14th

Issues in qualitative research


Broom, Alex; Hand ,Kelly & Tovey, Philip. 2009.  The role of gender, environment and individual biography in shaping qualitative interview data.  Nicholls, Ruth.  2009. Research and indigenous participation: critical reflexive methods.  International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.  12(1): 51-65. (1st Reader:  Natasha Baloch;  2nd Reader:   Keigan O’Laughlin)

Gwyther, Gabrielle & Possamai-Inesedy, Alphia. 2009.  Methodologies à la carte:  an examination of emerging qualitative methodologies in social research.  Nicholls, Ruth.  2009. Research and indigenous participation: critical reflexive methods.  International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.  12(2): 99-115. (1st Reader:  Nicole Baumann;  2nd Reader:   Deanna Collins)

Horsfall, Debbie & Titchen, Angie. 2009.  Disrupting edges – opening spaces: pursuing democracy and human flourishing through creative methodologies. (1st Reader:  Renee Tonge;  2nd Reader:   Jody Wasserman)

Barter, Christine & Renold, Emma. 2000.  ‘I wanna tell you a story’:  exploring the application of vignettes in qualitative research with children and young people. Nicholls, Ruth.  2009. Research and indigenous participation: critical reflexive methods.  International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.  3(4): 307-323. (1st Reader:  Shannon Ramsey;  2nd Reader:   Sean Harvey)
Synopsis:  Diane Dooley
October 21st

Critical research practices


Danieli, Ardha; & Woodhams, Carol.  2005.  Emancipatory research methodology and disability: A critique. International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.  8(4): 281-296. (1st Reader:  Deanna Collins;  2nd Reader:   Nicole Baumann)

Conolly, Anna. 2008.  Challenges of generating qualitative data with socially excluded young people..  International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.  11(3): 201-214. (1st Reader:  Jody Wasserman;  2nd Reader:   Renee Tonge)

Parkes, Jenny. 2008.  The power of talk: Transformative possibilities in researching violence with children in South Africa. International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.  11(4): 293-306.  (1st Reader: Sean Harvey  ;  2nd Reader:   Shannon Ramsay)

Nicholls, Ruth.  2009. Research and indigenous participation: critical reflexive methods.  International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.  12(2): 117-126. (1st Reader:  Keigan O’Laughlin;  2nd Reader:   Natasha Baloch)

Synopsis: Scott Russell
October 28th 

The case for mixed  methods

Brannen, Julie. 2005.  Mixing methods: The entry of qualitative and quantitative approaches into the research process. International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.  8(3): 173-184
Onwuegbuzie, Anthony J. & Leech, Nancy.  2005. On becoming a pragmatic researcher:  The importance of combining quantitative and qualitative research methodologies. International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.  8(5): 375-387. 
May, Vanessa. 2007.  Use of mixed methods in a study of residence and contact disputes between divorced and separated parents. International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.   10(4):295-306. 
Lockyer, Sharon. 2006. Heard the one about….applying mixed methods in humor.  International  Journal of Social Research Methodology.  9(1): 41-59. 
Synopsis: Diane Dooley
November 4th

Individual tutoring
November 11th

Remembrance Day – no class

November 18th

Student presentations

November 25th

Student presentations

Discussion Schedule in Brief

	Date
	1st/2nd  reader


	1st/2nd reader


	1st/2nd reader


	1st/2nd reader


	Synopsis

	Sept. 16th
	all
	all
	all
	all
	Russell

	Sept. 23rd
	Ramsay/Wasserman


	Baloch/Harvey
	Baumann/O’Laughlin
	Tonge/Collins
	Dooley

	Sept. 30th
	Harvey/Tonge 
	O’Laughlin/Ramsay 
	Collins/Baloch
	Wasserman/Baumann 
	Russell

	Oct. 14th
	Baloch/O’Laughlin
	Baumann/Collins
	Tonge/Wasserman
	Ramsay/Harvey
	Dooley

	Oct. 21st
	Collins/Baumann
	Wasserman/Tonge
	Harvey/Ramsay
	O’Laughlin/Baloch
	Russell

	Oct. 28th
	all
	all
	all
	all
	Dooley
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