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This course relies on an interdisciplinary approach to explore what it means to capture and represent cultural and social life with the camera. Theoretically, this will include perspectives from anthropology, media studies, journalism, and others. The overarching goal is to think deeply and critically about the ways individuals gather audio/visual data and produce images of other people’s lives. A range of issues regarding ethics, representation, the nature of ethnography, engaged anthropology, and social power will be covered as these pertain to visual anthropology. Considerable time will be devoted to screening and discussing a wide variety of ethnographic films/videos and related readings. The bulk of assignments will be ethnographic video projects that students will undertake during class and independently. No previous video production experience is necessary. Projects will rely on technologies easily learned and accessed as students gain firsthand experience with one of anthropology’s most important means of storytelling.

Prerequisite: at least 12 credit hours of Anthropology (ANTH) courses.

Lectures: 1:00-4:00 pm on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.

For more information, contact course instructor Dr. Rylan Higgins at rylan.higgins@smu.ca.




 
